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We are always interested 

in hearing from you. If 

you have any Alumni 

news or any news of a  

student from our school 

achieving outside of 

school. 

If you have an article you 

would like included in the 

next edition please contact 

us:  

newsletter@birchwoodhigh.org.uk 
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Open Evening – a great success 
Our Open Evening on Thursday 27 September saw record numbers of prospective  

parents being shown around the school by Year 8 and Sixth Form students with over 400 
other students giving up their evening to show off their school.  For this September, we 
had 810 applications for places into Year 7 and welcomed 240 children.  Our admission 
policy is extremely simple giving priority to siblings and distance from the school without 

need for aptitude tests or further meetings.   

 

What impressed me on the evening was the way that our staff and students  
expressed a sense of pride in being a member of our Birchwood Community – a 

school that focuses on academic achievement, personal development and support 
for all children regardless of background.  I sometimes think that society is too  

divided and that we do not know how to relate to those whose background is not like 
our own.  This is an important part of the ‘hidden curriculum’ in any school and one I 

think we address very well.  As Einstein once said “An education is what remains 
after one has forgotten what one has learned in school.”  How true this is in the 21

st
 

Century.   

Many thanks to everyone involved and to those who visited. My simple advice to  
anyone considering secondary school options is that there is a great choice in  

Bishop’s Stortford but each school is very different.  Weigh up everything you have 
seen, read or heard and then base your decision on what feels right for your son or 
daughter. They are old enough to have a voice and hopefully you will both reach the 

same conclusion. 

Dr Ingate, Principal 

Sports Day…...Page 11 



Dates for your Diary 

2018 

Autumn Term 2018 

Monday 3 September - Thursday 20 December 

Half Term 2018 

Monday 29 October - Friday 2 November 

Spring Term 2019 

Monday 7 January - Friday 5 April 

Half Term 2019 

Monday 18 February - Friday 22 February 

Easter 2019 

Monday 8 April - Monday 22 April 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April - Tuesday 23 July 

Half Term 2019 

Monday 27 May - Friday 31 May 

 

CPD Days 

Monday 7 January 2019 

Monday 25 February 2019 

 

TRIPS & NOTABLE DATES 

1 – 5 October Open Week 

4 October - Year 11 Kittle photos 

8 - 12 October - Le Touquet, Year 9  

5 October - River Rib, Year 8 

23 - 24 October - Globe, Year 11  

17 October -  Drama Theatre trip, Year 9  

 

Please note that the school is closed to  
students on all CPD days, unless a  

member of staff has asked students to attend. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

In the event of bad weather 

If snow and ice are anticipated we will 

assess the situation in the morning 

and information will be posted on the 

school website as near to 7.00am as 

possible letting staff, parents and 

students know if the school is to  

remain open or is to close.  

 

Keep in touch 
Birchwood High School has teamed up with the  
Schoolgateway app which allows parents to keep track of 
their children's Attendance and Behaviour and  

Achievement points. 

You can download this app from the Apple/Android store 
by searching 'Schoolgateway'.  Alternatively the link to the 

website is https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register 

This app also allows you to keep your contact details up to 
date - your details need to match our records or the app 

may not work. 

We hope that this app improves the level of home-school  

communication.  Any feedback is welcome. 

Mr S Stopps, Deputy Principal 

Celebration Evening Year 13 

At the beginning of term we welcomed back our former Year 13 

students to celebrate their exam and whole school  

achievements before they headed off to pastures new. 

Our guest speaker, Mr Fred Gray, Community Governor for the 

school, presented the awards and spoke about his life in the 

Armed Forces and his current role in the City of London as a 

compliance officer and the life skills they had taught him.  This 

year’s co-hort of students attained the best A Level results ever 

achieved in the school’s history following on from our similar 

successes last year. 

We wish them well in their future careers and studies. 

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register


Headlines 

Headlines  

Dear Parents / Carers 

There is something about the start of the academic year – students and staff returning refreshed 
from the summer holidays with new momentum to achieve goals, do well and enjoy school life.  
The stories within this edition of Birchwood News capture summer term activities such as Sports 
Day and residential trips but a lot has happened since July. 

You may have noticed already that we obtained some very good GCSE and A Level results in  
August, matching our record statistics of 2017. At GCSE, over 80% of Year 11 students passed 
English and Maths and over 70% achieved 2 or more good passes in Science. This compares to 
the national pass rate of 60% in Maths, 68% in English and 65% in Science. At A Level, 60% of 
our Year 13 leavers obtained an A*/A or B grade compared to the national figure of 48%. But 
what mattered most was the individual – seeing the vast majority of our students move on to 
Sixth Form, College or a high-ranking University with no-one left behind.     

These strong GCSE results have led to record numbers enrolling into our Sixth Form to study  
A Levels or Level 3 BTECs. As I attended the A Level Awards evening last week, I was also so 
impressed with how well-rounded and confident our students were as they make their way into 
Higher Education or the world of work, vowing to keep in touch and come back to tell us about 
their lives beyond Birchwood.  

In terms of communication with home, you may be aware, Birchwood High School has teamed 
up with the Schoolgateway App which allows parents to keep track of their children's Attendance 
and Behaviour and Achievement points. You can download this app from the Apple/Android 
store by searching 'Schoolgateway'. Alternatively, the link to the website is https://
login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register  We hope that this app improves the level of  
home-school communication.   

School is open to all students from 8.00am to help you manage your day as well as avoid the  
congestion on Parsonage Lane which is at its peak from 8:30 to 8:45am. With regards to mobile 
phones, we have also explained to students that they may use their device up until 8:50am but 
between then and 3:25pm we do not expect to see mobile phones being used. Empirical  
research has shown that frequent usage of mobile phones affects learning and disrupts cognitive 
function. We will, therefore, confiscate phones if used between these times and students can  
collect them after school.    

Finally, as Autumn takes hold, thank you for ensuring that your child comes to school every day, 
organised and ready to learn. We have had record attendance for September with an average 
daily attendance rate of 98.7%. This is an indication that our students enjoy coming to  
Birchwood as a place to learn, see friends and join in with the vast array of extra-curricular 
events. We are putting on a full programme of extra-curricular clubs, revision sessions, and trips 
and visits this year to ensure that school is not just about 25 hours of lessons. Further details will 
be available through your child’s form tutor and we are also launching a new website in  
October where you will be able to navigate more easily to find the information you need. 

 

Dr Ingate, Principal 

https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register
https://login.schoolgateway.com/0/auth/register


DofE 

The journey began stepping onto the train to Liverpool street with a bag the size of a baby  
elephant and weighing about the same. I’m dreading the upcoming days as exercise isn’t my  
favourite thing, yet I was about to embark on a five day hike. Four trains and a McDonalds wrap 
later we arrived in Wales, to dismal weather conditions. I was thinking about when I learnt  
pathetic fallacy and how this is the perfect scene to reflect our moods. As we clambered into the 
minivans it was evident we didn’t know what we were getting ourselves into. Five days without 
phones, toilets and beds. Being a teenager in the 21

st
 century, this would be difficult.  As we  

had our last “proper” dinner of sausage and chips, we had no idea of the things we would have 
to encounter.  

We set off on our first day a bit apprehensive of what we might face but still with an open mind. It 
then became apparent to us that the most annoying thing about this adventure wouldn’t be the 
lack of toilets, or not being able to browse Twitter, or the cold nights, but rather the sheep that 
were everywhere. We couldn’t escape them. EVER. Don’t get me started on the sheep  
droppings as you couldn’t take two steps without stepping in something. After being lost for two 
hours and going in the wrong direction for 2km, we made it to camp, hours after everyone else. 
As we settled in we realised that it was only the first day and that more was yet to come. Our 
group seemed to follow a pattern of starting strong, getting lost for a few hours, then finding our 
way again, reaching camp around 10 hours later. The amount of times we fell over and jumped 
gates were too many to count. Nevertheless, we always managed to find something positive 
such as my random outbursts of singing that everyone got annoyed with. The breath-taking 
scenery of rolling hills and mountains was tainted by our body odour and sheep.  

Even though we woke up sleep deprived and cold, each day brought an exciting new challenge 
that I never thought I would have to face. My friend decided not to break in his boots and then  
was greeted by blisters so bad that he almost went home. Someone in my group thought it was 
a great idea to have her first asthma attack on the side of a mountain. Getting lost for hours on 
end in 30 degree heat and just deciding to have a lunch break, there was always something to 
laugh at.  

GOLD in them there hills! 



In hindsight I had nothing to worry about, even though I’ve 
been in set two PE for my entire secondary school and can’t 
do 1500 metres without walking some of it. I would  
encourage anyone to do it because it’s an experience  
different from any other. Just remember to bring Compeed 
and an inhaler. 

Advice for someone wanting to complete Gold Duke of  
Edinburgh - less is more, a shower isn’t necessary, but a 
toothbrush is, and Compeed is your best friend.  
 

Michael Rooney 

Go for Gold! 
Getting involved in the Gold DofE award was one of the 
most rewarding and enjoyable experiences that I have got 
involved in as a Sixth Former; it has opened up so many 
doors for opportunities that I never thought were there and 
has given me the confidence to take part in activities which I 
previously would have opted out of.   

Zoe V 

My gold DofE experience was eventful, rewarding and  
exhausting. It gives you the opportunity to work alongside 
your friends as a team, developing your relationships, your 
communication and leadership skills. In preparation for the 
expedition you are taught important skills such as First Aid 
which you will have for life. The award gives you the chance 
to explore places you wouldn’t usually and allows you to 
challenge yourself whilst leaving you an amazing sense of 
achievement and also looking great on university  
applications and CVs.  

Lois W 

DofE allowed me to explore and understand that my mental 
capability is far more than I have ever thought. It allowed 
me to develop myself both physically and mentally and 
taught me the importance of setting goals and being proud 
of myself once those goals have been achieved. The views 
were most definitely rewarding and the teamwork we all  
developed was immense. I am so glad that this is an  
opportunity I have been able to take.  

Holly R 

DofE 



    During the summer, Mrs Pressland, our KS3 Coordinator for  
Science enjoyed a residential trip to Homerton College, University of  
Cambridge. As part of her quest to find new and engaging ways to 
teach Physics, Mrs Pressland met and shared best practice with  
other science teachers, took part in workshops to develop effective  
teaching of Earth in space, electricity, energy, forces and waves and 
discussed ideas and resources to address teaching issues, including 
gender balance in STEM. 

During this trip Mrs Pressland was absolutely privileged to be part of the audience of Astronomer 
Dr Francisco Diego from UCL.  Dr Francisco gave a fascinating talk on the relevance of science 
to modern culture. His educational project 'Think Universe' aims to bring fundamental science  
ideas into primary classrooms. Other highlights of the trip included holding a 4566 million year old 
meteorite and gazing up at the 
nights sky to observe celestial  
objects such as constellations,  
planets, the moon and the  
International Space Station as it 
passed over head. 

 

Mrs Pressland, Science 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well Done to all LAMDA Students 

Last summer our Year 9, 10 and 12 Drama GCSE and A 

Level students completed their Grade 4, 5 and 8 LAMDA 

exams in acting and musical theatre. 

The students put so much time and effort into their  

performances and it certainly paid off! All of our students 

achieved a Merit or Distinction grade as their end result. 

As a school we are very proud of these students and look 

forward to more LAMDA fun in the future!  

Miss Adams  

Earth in Space 



Train to Teach  

Mum goes back to school 

To any parents who are finding time 

hangs heavy now the kids are back at 

school: why not consider teacher  

training? 

I moved to Bishop’s Stortford in 2017 

after living in Brussels, Belgium for 

nearly 18 years. I wondered what to do 

next. I missed speaking French and felt 

ready for a new challenge now that my 

children were all busy with secondary 

school.  

One year on and I am progressing 

through my first month of the training 

year required to become a French and 

Spanish teacher. I spend one day a 

week at Leventhorpe, the training  

centre for the Bishop’s Stortford  

Educational Trust School Centred Initial 

Teacher Training (BSET SCITT) and 

the rest of my time in a local secondary 

school. This term I am at Birchwood – 

and loving it. The teachers in  

Birchwood’s Modern Foreign  

Languages faculty have been incredibly 

welcoming and are quick to offer  

support and advice. 

If you’re ready for a change and want to 
make a difference, check out http://
www.bsetscitt.co.uk/. 
 

Fiona Sandeman Hall, MFL Trainee 

Stonewall Young 
Campaigner  
Out of over a hundred  
applicants Jonathan Cowen 
(12ZBL) has been offered a 
place as a Stonewall Young 
Campaigner by Stonewall. This 
platform will enable Jonathan 
to change perceptions and  
encourage diversity as well as 
increasing his knowledge and confidence on all LGBT+ 
matters.  

Jonathan will be required to attend a residential  
programme which will include workshops on how to be 
an effective campaigner. Jonathan is excited about this 
opportunity to work with Stonewall and represent  
Birchwood High School. 

We are all extremely proud of Jonathan! 

Mrs Manners & FUSION 

http://www.bsetscitt.co.uk/
http://www.bsetscitt.co.uk/


Cook off in Construction 
In the last week of the summer term, Year 9 Construction  

students celebrated the completion of a bricklaying module, by  
enjoying a cooked breakfast on the brick BBQs they had built as 

their final project.  

They had started this module, by doing a fantastic job of  
cleaning and tidying the entire Brick Yard, filling a skip the size 

of a minibus! Then they worked in pairs for two months to  
acquire the essential brick laying skills. The final outcomes, as 
shown in these pictures, were structures to be very proud of. 

Mr Newman, Construction 

Willkommen an die Deutschen!  
On 14 September, our German exchange partners arrived for the second part of the exchange. 

The partners spent the weekend with host families and went to places like London, Ely, Cambridge and more, seeing 

local tourist spots and learning about British culture and lifestyle. 

Day activities included a day in school, a day trip to Cambridge and a town trail around Bishop's Stortford and Saffron 

Walden. They also went to London, seeing landmarks such as St. Paul’s and the London Eye.  

They learnt so much about our culture while they were over here and we got to compare German and British  

customs, looking at the differences in our attitudes and habits. It was fun to learn about the difference in language, 

especially when one of us played Dobble, a picture-based card game with our partner.  

At the airport at the end of the week, hugs and farewells were exchanged and many tears were shed, but everyone 

had a fantastic time and we hope that lifelong friendships were made! 

 The students would love to thank Mr Bowman, Miss Roderick and Mrs Dixon for organising the exchange, as well as 

to those who participated from the Peter-Joerres Gymnasium and would 

fully recommend it to the next set of GCSE German students! 

You can see more images of the trip on the Birchwood MFL Twitter 

page, @MFLbwood. 

https://twitter.com/MFLbwood 

Emily Robson (11GBN) and Niamh Payne (11CCO),  BBC reporters 

https://twitter.com/MFLbwood


Design the Birchwood High School Christmas Card Competition 2018 
What to do now… 

Produce a fantastic design! Check out the specifics below. 
Write your name and form group clearly on the back 

Submit to your form tutor or an Art teacher by Friday 9
 
November at the latest. 

Judging will take place during the following week with Dr Ingate making the final judging  
decisions.  

Good luck and enjoy! 
Do 

•Your card can be of any festive scene 
•Your design MUST include the Birchwood logo 

•Your design can be made using any media (see the don’t list) and any size or format as your 
card will be scanned and reproduced 

•Your design could respond to an artist we have looked at in class or for home learning 
Don’t 

•Make your card too light, include glitter or 3D elements 
•Do not include any writing or seasonal greeting as this will be added electronically 

 
Prizes: 

1
st
 prize £30 Amazon vouchers + 25 house points 

2
nd

 prize £20 Amazon vouchers + 15 house points 
3

rd
 prize  £10 Amazon vouchers + 10 house points 

All quality entries submitted to your form tutor will receive an Achievement point 

Wednesday 5 December 



 

Birchwood Bonus Ball 

Thank you very much to everyone who has signed up so far to take part in our Birchwood Bonus Ball Club this year. 

The draw for September was made by Mr Stopps, and witnessed by two members of school staff. The prize of £60 

goes to winning number 55.  

The Birchwood Bonus Ball is a raffle style club, with up to 5 numbers available to purchase per person, per  

subscription period. The subscription fee is £2 per month, payable in advance for the academic year. Subscriptions 

will remain open from the October draw onwards at a cost of £22 per number.   

50% of subscriptions shall be allocated as prize money and 50% to PSFA funds. Prize money depends on the  

membership uptake and will be published as soon as possible following the subscription closing date. Draws shall be 

held on the last day of each month. 

If you would like to take part by purchasing one or more numbers, please email birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com  

confirming your name and contact telephone details. 

Tuesday 30
 
October is the closing date for subscriptions to be included in the second draw. 

Full terms and conditions of the Birchwood Bonus Ball Club will be advertised on the PSFA page of the school’s  

website shortly. 

Second Hand Uniform 

If you are replacing items of school uniform and the old items are still in fairly good condition, please consider  

donating maroon blazers, maroon jumpers and skirts as stock for our second hand stall. Clean items of second hand 

uniform can be dropped in at our Visitor Reception. 

Year 11 Uniform - We have a limited number of ‘as new’ kilts and green blazers in stock which are suitable for  

students in Year 11. For further details please email birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com 

 

Christmas Market 

Saturday 24
 
November 3pm – 6pm 

 

A date for your diary! Our first ever Birchwood PSFA Christmas 

Fayre is set for the afternoon of Saturday 24 November. We are 

hoping to make this an annual Christmas shopping event with 

festive crafts, food and music.  

Pitches for stalls (arts, crafts and gifts) are now available to book 

so if you have a business, hobby or talent we’d love to hear from 

you. If you would like to reserve a pitch please email  

birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com 

We are also looking for volunteers to help on the day, so please 

get in touch if you would like to support us. 

 

Future Meetings  

New faces are more than welcome at our meetings! Being  

involved with the PSFA is a great opportunity to get to know the 

school better and to meet other parents. If you would like to  

become involved, whether on a regular or ad hoc basis, or you 

are interested in keeping up to date with developments, please 

contact the committee via email at  

birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com 

 

Our Elected Committee Members: 

Chair – Jane Wach, Treasurer – Hilary Scotcher,  

Secretary – Katie Horwood 

mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com
mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com
mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com
mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com


A reminder you can follow all the latest information on upcoming sporting fixtures and recent results by following the  

official Birchwood PE twitter account. Just search: @PEbwood  

Sports Desk 

Sports Day 2018 



Sam Sloane 

Outstanding  

Sportswoman of the Year 

Jemima Carr 

Outstanding  

Sportsman of the Year 

Sam Sloane 

School Record breakers 

William Gilbank 800m,  

Hugo Hunt, 200m, Sam Sloane, 1500m  

Year 9 Form Winners 

9KPE 

Year 7 Form Winners 

8PRS 

Mr Abbott enjoying a  

well-deserved icecream. 

School Record breakers 

Hollie McArdell, 1500m, Lucy Kemp, 
100m, Jemima Carr, Long Jump,  

Freya Keen, Shot Put 

Sports Desk 

We celebrated Birchwood’s Annual Sports Day in July with a wealth of activities celebrating a wide  

variety of sports from Benchball and Handball in Year 7 and 8, to Rounders and Volleyball competitions 

for the Upper school. These events ran alongside the more traditional sports day events including high 

jump, javelin and of course the track races. Well done to all our school record breakers.  

William Gilbank 800m, Sam Sloane 1500m, Hugo Hunt 200m, Lucy Kemp 100m,  

Freya Keen Shot Put, Hollie McArdell,1500m, Jemima Carr, Long Jump 

Many thanks to all students who supported their Houses with homemade banners and decorations  

giving the whole event a party atmosphere. Our Sixth Form team of helpers were amazing and we 

couldn’t have managed with out all. Finally a special thank you should go to Mr Abbott who came out of  

retirement to run the javelin! 

Year 8 Form Winners  

8IDR 

Year 10 Form Winners, 

10ARE 



Thank you to everyone who  

donated football boots 

We have handed over around 30 pairs of Football 
Boots to Alex one of the Trustee’s of the Charity 

who was here in London this week. 

Thank you to everyone who donated. 
Mrs Cook, School Reception 

Sports Desk 

Senior Hockey 
 

The senior hockey team had their first match 
on Tuesday 18 September against St Mary’s 
after only one training session and won 4-0.  
The team were represented by girls from 
Years 9-11 worked together extremely well 
and showed outstanding skill levels  
throughout the duration of the match.  
Birchwood fought hard to get the first goal 
scored by Calla Thomson and after a flurry of 
goals came from Tally Miles, Helen Franklin 
and a second by Calla Thomson who is now 
leading goal  
scorer.  
 
If anyone is interested in playing senior  
hockey (Years 9 - 13) please come and see 
Mrs Tooze or turn up to training on Mondays 
3.30-4.30pm. 

Mrs Tooze, PE  

A reminder you can follow all the latest information on upcoming sporting fixtures and recent results by following the  

official Birchwood PE twitter account. Just search: @PEbwood  



Adventures in Barcelona 
Thirty five excited singers, dancers and dramatists set off from Birchwood to Spain to spend five 

days performing to locals and tourists. The trip was a massive success and the students  
performed brilliantly. Highlights not only included performing, but a day spent at Port Adventura 

theme park, a trip to Barcelona aquarium and a guided tour of some prehistoric caves. The  
students worked very hard preparing performance pieces in the run up to the trip and their effort 

paid off with three outstanding shows (despite rain on the last day!). Mr Grogan and Miss  
Adams would like to thank all the staff (Miss Livermore and Miss Madsen) and  

students for such a memorable trip. 

Mr Grogan and Miss Adams 



House 

This year we will be raising money for the following 
charities: 

The local charity will be  
Essex and Herts Air Ambulance  

and the national charity will be  

The Firefighters Charity 

Introducing the new House Team 

Hadham wins Sports Cup 

Holly Salmon is the Head House Captain  

Millie Boom is the Deputy Head House Captain  



Curriculum 

Area 
Name of Activity When it 

is run 
What room Day of the 

week 
Times Run By Target Group 

English Revision sessions Weekly D6 Monday 15:30-16:30 Miss Boittier 

Miss Livermore 

Years 10 & 11 

EPA Art workshop Weekly C23 Monday 15:30-17:00 Miss Morrison 

Miss Payne 

Years 9 - 13 

  Music Coursework catch-up Weekly B1 Monday 15:30-16:30 Mr Grogan Year 11 

  Dance Support Weekly Dance Studio Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Miss Adams Year 11 

  Orchestra Weekly B2 Wednesday 15:30-16:20 Mr Grogan All years 

  Jazz Band Weekly B2 Friday 15:30-16:15 Mr Grogan All years 

Humanities History revision Weekly B7 Tuesday 15:30-16:30 Mr Sabur Year 11 

Maths Maths Clinic Weekly D15 Monday 15:30-16:30 Mr Crolla Year 11 set 3 

  Maths Clinic Weekly D13 Thursday 15:30-16:30 Dr Allen Year 11 set 3 

  Maths revision Weekly D12 Thursday 15:30-16:30 Miss Nicholson Year 11 set 1 

MFL French drop-in sessions Weekly B14 Monday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Madsen Years 9-11 

Clubs and Activities for the Autumn Term 

Afterschool: 



PE - Autumn Term Fitness Club Weekly Fitness Suite Monday 15:30-16:30 Miss Peet Years 9 - 11 

  Handball Weekly Sports Hall Monday 15:30-16:30 Annica All years 

  Senior Rugby Weekly Field/Astro Monday 15:30-16:30 Mr Jones 

Mr Noblett 

Years 11-13 

  Senior Hockey Weekly Astro Monday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Tooze 

Mrs Sieczko 

Years 9 - 11 

  Badminton Weekly Sportshall Tuesday 15:30-16:30 Miss Payne 

Mr Torrance 

Years 9-11 

  Senior Rugby Weekly Field/Astro Tuesday 15:30-16:30 Captain’s led Sixth Form 

  Running Club Weekly Sports Hall Tuesday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Mackinlay Years 7-11 

  Basketball Weekly Sports Hall Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Mr Prime 

Mr Clift 

Years 7 & 9 

  Cycling 

(September-December) 

Weekly PE changing 
rooms 

Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Mr Barratt Years 7-11 

  Junior Hockey Weekly Astro Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Miss Rolfe Years 7 & 8 

  Netball Pink Ladies Weekly Netball courts Wednesday 19:00-20:00 Miss Perrett Invitation only 

  Girls Rugby 

  

Weekly Field Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Miss Gallagher 

Miss LaLonge 

  

Years 7-11 

  Rugby Weekly PE reception Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Student led 1st XV 

  Netball Weekly PE changing 
rooms 

Thursday 15:30-16:30 Miss Perrett Years 7 & 8 

  Rugby Weekly Field Thursday 15:30-16:30 Mr Barratt 

Mr Noblett 

Mr Herbert 

Mr Clift 

Mr Jones 

Mr Gilbank 

Year 7-10 

  Senior Football Weekly Astro Thursday 15:30-16:30 Mr Torrance Years 11-13 

Science Biology Weekly C17 Monday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Smith Year 11 

  Chemistry Weekly C13 Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Ryan Year 11 

  Chemistry Weekly C13 Thursday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Ryan Year 10 

  Physics Weekly C11 Thursday 15:30-16:30 Mr Langan Year 11 

Technology Business revision Weekly B12 Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Dervish Years 10 & 11 

  IT revision sessions Weekly C26 Wednesday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Manser Years 9-11 

  D&T Coursework support 
sessions 

Weekly C9 Thursday 15:25-16:25 Mr Walker Years 9-11 

Non Curriculum Careers drop-in Weekly Library Monday 15:30-16:30 Mrs Newland Years 10 & 11 

  DofE Bronze Weekly B11 Friday 15:30-16:30 Mr Morton Years 9 & 10 (Currently 
finishing Year 10 

Year 9 will start in 
January) 

Afterschool: 



Lunchtime Activities: 

 

Curriculum Area Name of Activity When it is 
run 

What room Day of the 
week 

Times Run By Target Group 

English Revision sessions Weekly D6 Thursday 13:30-14:00 Miss Boittier 

Miss Livermore 

Years 10 & 11 

EPA Independent Art Sessions Weekly C23 Monday 13:30-14:00 Miss Morrison All years 

  Vocalise Weekly B2 Monday 13:30-14:00 Mr Grogan All singers 

Curriculum Area Name of Activity When it is 
run 

What room Day of the 
week 

Times Run By Target Group 

  Independent Art Sessions Weekly C23 Tuesday 13:30-14:00 Miss Morrison All years 

  Art Club Weekly C22 Wednesday 13.30-14.00 Mrs Jackson Years 7 & 8 

  

  Independent Art Sessions Weekly C23 Wednesday 13:30-14:00 Miss Morrison All years 

  String Group Weekly B2 Wednesday 13:30-14:00 Mr Grogan All years 

  Independent Art Sessions Weekly C23 Thursday 13:30-14:00 Miss Morrison All years 

  Birchwood Singers Weekly B2 Thursday 13:30-14:00 Mr Grogan Years 7 & 8 

  Dance Club Weekly Dance Studio Thursday 13:30-14:00 Miss Adams Years 7 & 8 

Hums History drop-in (home learning/
catch up/revision) 

Weekly B21 Monday 13:30-14:00 Mr Morton All years 

  Geography drop-in (home 
learning/catch-up/revision) 

Weekly B10 Thursday 13:30-13:55 Mrs Franklin Years 7 - 11 

Maths Maths Clinic Weekly C25 Friday 13:30-14:00 Mr Summers 

Miss Parkyn 

All years 

PE Autumn Term Football Weekly Sports Hall Friday 13:30-14:00 Mr Duggan Football Academy 

Social Sciences Economics AS/A2 (revision) Weekly C1 Monday 13:30-14:00 Mr Levey Years 12 & 13 

  Student Investor Competition Fortnightly C1 Thursday (wk 
2) 

13:30-14:00 Mr Levey Years 10 - 13 

Tech IT revision sessions Weekly C26 Friday 13:30-14:00 Mrs Manser Year 9-11 

Non Curriculum Fusion Weekly C27 Tuesday 13:30-14:00 Mr Harlow 

Mrs Manners 

All years 

  BBC Reporters Club Weekly C16 Thursday 13:20-14:00 Mrs de Graaf All Years 

Curriculum Area Name of Activity When it is 
run 

What room Day of the 
week 

Times Run By Target Group 

  Netball Club Weekly Sports Hall Monday 13:30-14:00 Sixth Form 
Leaders 

Years 7, 8, & 9 

  Commando Ball Weekly Sports Hall Tuesday 13:30-14:00 Sixth Form 
Leaders 

Years 7, 8 & 9 

House Clubs: 



Our fantastic EAL students and many other keen Birchwood enthusiasts 
shared their language, food and aspects of their cultures with Birchwood 
students and staff on Wednesday 26 September to celebrate European 
Day of Languages. We decided to incorporate all languages represented at 
Birchwood to give a truly international feel. Students could sample  
delicious savoury and sweet dishes (homemade Spanish churros, Greek 
pastitsio, Belgian waffles, Romanian jam and Welsh cakes to name a few) 

try bits of new languages (and earn a sticker for their efforts), judge the cake competition and see the 
wonderful European inspired dance performed by Miss Adams Year 9 Dance students.  

There was a fantastic buzz in the Gym. Our thanks to everyone involved in setting it up and making it a 
really positive event!  

Cake competition (cakes on a ‘European Theme’): 

1st prize – Erin Hinken 8CLE (Eiffel Tower cake) 

2nd prize – Lucy Sherwood 7DSS (Europe flag cake) 

3rd prize – Olivia Hamilton 12LPT and Beatriz Miranda 12LPT (Spanish flag cake) 

Cakes were then sold and funds were raised for Olivia Hamilton’s International Jamboree fund, as a big 
contributor to MFL. 

Miss Roderick, Head of MFL 



Birchwood Community News 

Learn2Live 
Year 12 Students attended went 

to a road safety seminar at the 

Rhodes Centre called 

Learn2Live. It was an emotional 

and thought-provoking  

experience that included  

perspectives and events from 

various speakers involving road 

safety. From firemen to victims of 

accidents or to a father who lost 

his daughter due to a preventable 

mistake, these speakers brought 

a truth and rawness to their tales 

which impacted every Sixth  

Former and teacher in the room. 

These eye-opening tales were  

interwoven with a fictionalised but 

very realistic short film depicting 

a group of young adults involved 

in a road accident and the  

subsequent fallout due to the  

decisions they made that night. 

Listening to each person’s  

experience with the road struck 

chords in many and students 

were forced to think about how 

the repercussions of their  

smallest and most insignificant 

actions can change so many 

lives forever. Overall, Learn2Live 

was a harrowing yet awakening 

trip that caused students to  

realise that no one is ever truly  

invincible and that we must all be 

aware of the consequences of 

our choices.  

Jonathan Cowen (12ZBL) 

 
At Birchwood we are proud of our excellent sports, music, drama and conference facilities. Our  

students make full use of these during the school day and as part of our commitment to the local  

community, our facilities are available to hire during evenings, weekends and school holidays. Every 

month we will be offering one of our regular hirers the opportunity to advertise in this section of the 

Birchwood News.  

 


