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We are always interested in hearing from you. If you have any Alumni news or any news of a  

student from our school achieving outside of school. 

If you have an article you would like included in the next edition please contact us:  

newsletter@birchwoodhigh.org.uk 
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Birchwood Certificate Day 
We celebrated our 2018 GCSE exam success with our former Year 11  

students at Birchwood Certificate Day on Thursday 22 November. Alumni 
student Jo Gill, who founded the Welbeloved Club, sent a wonderful  
address by video which was truly inspirational as she was unable to  

attend in person. Jo’s Grandma, Mary Ward attended in her place and  
kindly presented the certificates to the students. In keeping with  

Remembrance month, Mary represented her Father, Charles Thomas 
Welbeloved, who held a significantly high rank in the First and Second 

World War’s, having signed up at the tender age of 14 in 1912.  
 

After the event some parents said: 
“Just watched an amazing keynote speech from Jo Gill at Birchwood’s Year 

11 Certificate presentation.  What an amazingly inspiring young girl.” 

“I saw it too and was really moved, I had read about the Welbeloved Club 
before but hearing Jo talk with such passion and enthusiasm brought a lump 

to my throat. Amazing.” 
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Dates for 

your Diary 

2018 
 

Autumn Term 2018 

Monday 3 September - Thursday 20 December 

Spring Term 2019 

Monday 7 January - Friday 5 April 

Half Term 2019 

Monday 18 February - Friday 22 February 

Easter 2019 

Monday 8 April - Monday 22 April 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April - Tuesday 23 July 

Half Term 2019 

Monday 27 May - Friday 31 May 

 

CPD Days 

Monday 7 January 2019 

Monday 25 February 2019 

 

TRIPS & NOTABLE DATES 

4 December - Dry Ski Slope    

10 December - Dry Ski Slope 

4 December - Maths Challenge  

13 December - St Michaels Carol Concert  

14 December - Olympic Park Velodrome 

14 December - Storm Aviation 

Please note that the school is closed to  
students on all CPD days, unless a  

member of staff has asked students to attend. 
 
 
 

 

In the event of 

bad weather 

If snow and ice are anticipated we will 

assess the situation in the morning 

and information will be posted on the 

school website as near to 7.00am as 

possible letting staff, parents and 

students know if the school is to  

remain open or is to close.  

Stonewall Speaker Visits  
Birchwood 

 
On Tuesday 6 November Rabbi Irit Shillor came to speak to some Birchwood 

representatives. Listeners included Birchwood’s Fusion members, School 
Council reps and selected Religious Studies students. Irit Shillor is a Jewish 

Rabbi, born in Jerusalem, Israel, who spoke to the group about her  
experiences as a lesbian Rabbi. She is part of the Harlow Jewish community 
and the Liberal movement. Rabbi Shillor also leads an LGBTQ+  group in her 
Synagogue and as has said while she personally has not seen any difference 

to attitudes to LGBTQ+  people, her colleagues have. 
When asked about how easy it was to be LGBTQ+  in Judaism, she replied: 
“The Jewish community accepts it, but I think if you were part of an Orthodox  

Jewish community, it might not be as accepted.” 
She is a very well respected member of the Jewish community and  

stated “I hide who I am I feel like I’m not respecting myself.” 
Rabbi Shillor also said “I think we live in a world where xenophobia and  

homophobia have reared their ugly heads.” She also finds the anti-semitic  
claims against Labour worrying.  

When asked how her daughters responded to her coming out as a lesbian, 
she said: “My youngest daughter didn’t understand why the university we 
visited once felt the need to point out they welcomed LGBTQ+  people.” 

As a Stonewall representative, Shillor thinks that more LGBTQ+  speakers 
should be visiting schools and more schools, especially in the Hertfordshire 

area, should be applying for LGBTQ+  speakers. She believes this is  
preventing the schools from educating their students about LGBTQ+  and 
thinks this would stop “Gay” and “Lesbian” from being ‘forbidden words’ or 

being used in a derogatory manner. It could also mean people who are  
coming out or speaking against homophobia would not be scared to do so. 
She also voiced her opinions about Trump’s anti-Muslim act in America -
  “He’s not accepting the gross diversity in his country and is only thinking 

about who is more valuable to the country.” 
Likewise, she would like to see Britain open its gates to more refugees and 

thinks they should be welcomed into the country. 
Birchwood would like to thank Rabbi Shillor for taking the time to come to 

Birchwood and talking to the students. One student said it was “very  
interesting to hear about her experiences” and another thought that it was 

“comforting to see how the LGBTQ+ Q+ community is spreading and  
educating the next generation about acceptance.” 

 
Emily Robson (11GBN) and Niamh Payne (11CCO)  



Le Touquet 
In my opinion the French trip to Le Touquet was one of 
the best trips I’ve been on. The food at the hotel we 
stayed in (Hippotel) was amazing; they even had  
delicious things to eat for vegetarians like me. It had an 
area to sit in, outside and inside, and a pool table for 
when we had free time. The rooms were very clean and 
the beds were really comfy. 
My favourite activity by far was the Opalaventure high 
ropes course in the woods. It was a little scary at 
times, but exciting and lots of fun, if you dared to do 
the hard courses.  
The caves at Arras were also very exciting and it was 
interesting to learn about how they were used by  
people to store food and by the soldiers for protection 
during the war. They were very spacious but the only 
downside was that they were a bit wet and cold. 
We also went to an artisan boulangerie and had huge pain au chocolat, which was the size of my face! We 
got told by the baker Bruno, in French, how he makes his delicious bread in a wood fire oven like  
boulangeries used to traditionally. He also showed us how to make a loaf and we then asked him  
questions, also in French. 
Every day we made our own sandwiches in the morning, then later in the day we ate them on the beach 
which was nice as it was sunny all week. We went to a snail farm as well and put snails on our faces! The 
man who runs it told us that famous companies who make face cream electrocute the snails to get their 
mucus, which is one of the ingredients, but his snail farm is organic so they don’t do that. 
So in conclusion, this trip was probably one of the best, most exciting, interesting and fun school trips I 
have been on and I definitely recommend it to anyone taking GCSE French.     

Ben Hamilton, Year 9  

Congratulations to the following students for completing the winning trip booklets.  

First prize – Sophie Rudge (a canvas of her favourite photo, a set of highlighters and a funky ruler) 
Runners-up – Nyah Warner and Olivia Nineberg (a set of highlighters and a funky ruler) 

Highly commended – Ben Hamilton, Noah Horwood, Charlotte Cross, Joel Mutter and Florence Bird (funky 
rulers). 

French Film Festival 

Year 11, 12 and 13 French students travelled to London to 

attend the French Film Festival at the Ciné Lumière. The  

cinema was full of French speakers, which allowed us to  

become fully immersed in the culture, and the introduction at 

the beginning of the film by the director, Gilles Lellouche, 

gave us an interesting insight into his motivations behind the 

film. ‘Le Grand Bain’ was a comedy that followed the story of 

a group of novice male synchronised swimmers, working to 

compete in an international competition. The film was clever 

and witty, but also touching at points, which made for a  

beautiful story with relatable characters. The trip proved to be 

both a cultural and an educational experience which helped 

to develop our understanding of the French language.  

By Jasmine Allman 13ABT and Charlotte Taylor 13EDH 

MFL News 

Linguist of the Month 

Calla Thomson 

for exceptional commitment to Spanish, 

reflecting and working so hard to 

achieve well in all aspects of the  

subject! 



Headlines 

November is always a busy month at Birchwood.  As the nights draw in, our older 
students are getting their heads down doing mock exams and University  
applications whilst Year 9 adjust to starting their GCSEs and Year 8 start thinking 
about the future and which subjects they want to study to Key Stage 4 and beyond.   

A good school is always measured against its examination results and it was pleasing to see that 
82% of our GCSE students passed English and 80% passed Maths – well above the national  
average. Science also did well with 73% achieving two or more GCSE passes. This resulted in a  
record number of Year 11s staying on into our Sixth Form to study A-Levels and beyond. Very few of 
our students went to another local Sixth Form which is a testament to their loyalty to the school and 
belief that they will receive a first rate Post-16 education at Birchwood. There is a lot of research to 
support this view. Sixth Form is effectively only 20 months long and it has been shown that if you can 
opt for the subjects you want to study beyond GCSEs, you are better staying put as you know the 
school, the teachers and the routines to help you do well.    

Open Evenings have come and gone – again with record numbers attending our general Open  
Evening in September and Sixth Form Open Evening earlier this month. I was incredibly impressed 
with our younger students during this period. Having only been at the school for 4 weeks at the time, 
Year 7 did a fantastic job during Open Week taking parents and children round the school as if they 
had been at Birchwood for years. Year 8 also did a brilliant job during Open Evening, conducting 
tours and answering questions.  As a result, we have received 810 applications for places into Year 7 
for September which is similar to last year and resulted in us offering 240 places and being  
over-subscribed. I am confident that we will also receive a large number of Sixth Form applications 
by the end of this term. 

My view, however, is that an effective school should be about more than just exam results and  
student numbers. This edition of Birchwood News, once again, shows the amazing achievements of 
our students in sport and music along with the dedication of staff who have organised an array of 
trips and visits.   

As a school, we remembered those who had fallen in WWI by painting rocks with poppies and the 
names of the 314 young men who died from the Bishop’s Stortford area (see front page of Bishop’s 
Stortford Independent).  

It has been 100 years since Armistice and I 
heard a BBC discussion last week about 
whether we should continue to remember 
something so futile and horrific that  
happened so long ago. I would completely 
disagree with this point of view. It is  
important that we remember those young 
men who fought for our democracy and  
independence. To further this point, we had 
a WWII veteran in school during  
Remembrance Week. Cyril Banks (93) 
spoke to over 40 of our students about his 
experiences in the WWII and the  
importance of preserving our British Way of 
Life in the face of tyranny.    Some Year 7 
students spoke to him at the end and 
thanked him for giving them their  
freedom and democracy. It was quite an 
emotional and uplifting event.    



This is why, at Birchwood, we place such store in  
democracy and council – we have four very important 
leadership groups and I would like to tell you a little 
more about each:  

Firstly, we have an elected School Council who  
represent the views of our 1400 students. They are a 
powerful lobbying group who meet with me on a termly 
basis (see recent photo).  Chaired by Rachel Rooney, a 
student in Year 11, we have two students from every 
year group who themselves have been elected by their 
Year Councils. 

Secondly, we have a thriving House System led by Miss Dedman. This  
promotes competition, challenge and charity fund-raising. Our  
international charity this year is ‘Sparkle Malawi.’  Malawi is one of the  
poorest countries in the world with over 50% of its people living below the poverty 
line. We were visited recently by its founder, Sarah Brook (see photo). 

Sarah’s story is quite incredible. Whilst having a gap year from  
University and travelling through Malawi, she became seriously ill. She was rushed 
to one of the few hospitals in Malawi and given life-saving treatment because she 
had insurance and could afford to pay. While she was there, she saw children and 
adults receive inadequate medical treatment and often die as a result.  This  

inspired her to set up Sparkle Malawi. Since 2015, Sparkle Malawi has helped educate 800 children, 
make 4700 medical interventions and serve 66,000 meals. At Birchwood, we would like to help this 
very worthy cause by fund-raising so Sarah can make direct support to those most in need.  If you 
would like to find out more please click here:  https://sparklemalawi.org 

 

Thirdly, we also have a Parent Council, made up of four parents from each year group. This is a vital 
communication link between the school and our parent body. At a recent meeting we discussed 
Home-Learning, the new School Website and the new School Gateway App and School Uniform – 
the minutes of the most recent meeting can be found on the school website. We are two parents 
short in Year 7 so if any parent would like to get involved please contact me directly.   

Fourthly, we have a Staff Council who meet to discuss well-being and workload.  When we read in 
the media about teacher workload and poor morale I always find myself feeling incredibly fortunate to 
work with such a committed and professional team of teachers and support staff.  It is worth reflecting 
on the fact that for every lesson taught, a teacher has to plan the lesson and spend time marking or 
assessing the outcome. We look after each other and have an open forum to discuss things that 
need improvement.   

Finally, if you have not had time to check out our new website, 
please click here: (https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/wordpress/) 
or our new Parent Gateway App. 

 
Thank you once again for your support. 

Dr Chris Ingate, Principal 

Headlines 

https://sparklemalawi.org
https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/wordpress/


Humanities News 

Remembrance Rocks 
To mark the 100 years since the end of WWI the 

school recalled the 208 Stortfordians from WWI who 

are remembered on the town’s war memorial.  

Students painted a poppy and the name of each fallen 

solider on individual rocks, but having got rather 

carried along with the project they also painted rocks 

for the WW2  fallen soldiers as well.  Mr Morton, who  

instigated the project, was inspired by the ‘Shrouds of 

the Somme’ project and the ‘Stansted Stones’ idea on 

Facebook. 

For remembrance week the rocks were displayed on 

the Piazza and anyone who wanted to purchase one 

could do so for £2.50 with all monies raised going to 

the Royal British Legion. 

As part of this project Mr Morton contacted Rob Heard the artist from the Shrouds of the Somme project 

who had spent four and a half years making the shrouds. He personally made each of the 72,000 shrouds 

by hand.  

Fourteen of those remembered in the Shrouds of the Somme project were from Stortford and Mr Morton 

took the 14 remembrance rocks to the Olympic Park and, with the help of Rob, laid them next to the  

relevant shrouds. Mr Morton said it was humbling talking to the artist who had spent so long working on a 

single project and who clearly cared so much about the Shrouds of the Somme; they also discussed why it 

was so vital that we do remember.  

When talking about our Remembrance Rocks project Rob said “It’s a brilliant thing you’ve done there. It’s 

when you hold that thing in your hand, a rock or a shroud, or whatever and you know it represents a  

person. That’s when it hits you.” 

Coming from a man who has spent four and a half years on this mind blowing project, this was wonderful 

praise and he asked Mr Morton to pass on his thanks to all involved.  He has volunteered to place our 

rocks around the Olympic Park at the end of his commemoration event on Sunday so the rocks can be 

seen and picked up by members of the public who pass by and may think of those Stortfordians who gave 

their lives. 

We were also honoured to have Mr Cyril Banks, a WWII veteran, come and address our students and Mary 

Ward, who presented our Year 11 students with their GCSE certificates at the Birchwood Celebration 

Event, whose father Charles Thomas Welbeloved, joined up at the age of 14. 

Artist Rob Heard placing our rocks against the 

shrouds at the Tower of London 



It was our honour to host Mr Cyril Banks, WWII veteran on  
Friday 9 November. He spoke to 40 of our students about his 
time in the Royal Navy and how he was part of the Artic Convoy 
and the Mine Sweeping operation for D-Day. 

The students listened with respect and also asked sensible and 
relevant questions. As he was leaving, Cyril saw our display of 
rocks with poppies and the names of soldiers painted on them. 
He said that it was lovely that this work was still going on and he 
was glad to have come in. Many students thanked him for our 
freedom, which was a really lovely thing to see as there is over 
75 years age difference!            
                                                                                Miss Newland 

RS Student of the Month 

Holly Richards 

for effort and attainment 

in Religious Studies. 

Historian of the Month 

Raphael Franey 

for superb effort and  

engagements with the  

Britain in Peace and War 

units. 

 

Year 10 and 11 students recently celebrated with  

Hot Chocolate and Cookies  

after being nominated for good attitude to learning in lessons. 

Mathematician of the month 

Kimberley Bailey 

for consistent high levels of  

effort and quality of work. 

 

Humanities News 

WWII veteran talks about his experiences wartime. 



An Overview of the  

Geography Trip 

This Year 12 trip was organised by Miss 

Diver and Miss Robinson. The Year 12 

Geographers visited four sites around the 

Olympic Park and Stratford to carry out 

urban fieldwork tasks using the theme: 

‘Changing spaces, Making places’ as a 

compulsory part of their A Level course. 

Their aim was to investigate the character 

of Stratford as a place and how it has 

changed over time, particularly since the 

development of the Olympic Park area in 

2012. 

The four locations they walked around 

were: 

 Westfield Centre 

 Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park 

 Hackney Wick 

 Stratford Town  

They also looked at the impact of the 

Olympics in 2012. 

At each place the students had to carry out 

the following activities and note their  

results in a booklet: 

 A place check of questions and  

observations 

 Land use mapping using a coding  

system called RICEPOTS for categories 

of land use 

 Ethnographic mapping using a  

Geo Tracker App on their phones 

 Field sketches and photos 

 Soundscape using a sound meter 

 Questionnaires to ask members of the 

public 

 Environmental Quality Survey 

 Clone Town Survey 

 Field notes, a pedestrian count and an 

Estate Agency survey 

 

Catherine Franklin, BBC Reporter 

A Level Geography field trip 
The Geography students in Year 12 went to North London 
to conduct a number of studies. We went on the trip to  
observe how different areas have been developed over time 
and how it affects the people living within them. We went to 
four different areas on the day, first we arrived at Westfield 
shopping centre (Stratford) in the mid morning. On arrival 
we walked to the viewing floor in John Lewis to see the 
many new buildings under construction, we spent an hour in 
the shopping centre doing field work such as asking people 
questionnaires and doing a people count. Before stopping 
for lunch we conducted the same investigations in the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, as a group we got a variety 
of results to compare and find similarities. Around midday 
we walked to Hackney Wick, which is across the Thames 
from the park . We saw the drastic change in infrastructure 
and the amount of pedestrians this is due to the Olympic 
Park being redeveloped for the 2012 Olympic Games,  
Hackney wick was not refurbished and it still looks the same 
as it did before the games.  

The trip gave me an in-depth first hand look into human  
geography and will give 
good reference points in 
the future. 

 

Henry Stables, Year 12 

Geography student of the 

month 

Frances Mackinlay 

for outstanding effort and 

excellence in both classwork 

and homework 



Book Reviews: 
Aguero by Matt and Tom Oldfield 

Aguero is the tale of the boy who would go on to re-write football history. His 94th minute goal for 
Manchester City on the final day of the 2011/2012 season was the most electric moment in  

Premier League history. This is the story of how a small boy from Argentina became the biggest 
hero of all. 

Sky Song by Abi Elphinstone 

This is a story about an eagle huntress, an inventor and an organ made of icicles. But it is also a 
story about belonging, even at the very edges of the world. 

All the Things that could go Wrong by Stewart Foster 

Dan is angry. Nothing has been the same since his big brother left and he’s taking it out on the 
nearest and weakest target: Alex. Alex is struggling. His OCD makes it hard to leave the house, 

especially when Dan and his gang are waiting for him at school. Forced together during the  
summer holidays – what could possibly go wrong? 

One for the parents:  

How to Stop Time by Matt Haig 

Tom Hazard has a dangerous secret. He may look like an ordinary 41 year old history teacher but 
he has been alive for centuries. As long as he keeps changing his identity he can stay one step 

ahead of his past…The only thing he must not do is fall in love. 

Page Turners 

Page Turners is a book group for Year 9, 10 and 11 students. We meet once a month to talk 
books and share book recommendations. If you want to be involved please contact the librarian, 

Ms Hall. This month’s book is In Your Light by Annalie Grainger. 

 

Library News  



EPA News 



Autumn Music 
Concert Report 
 

On Thursday 8 November, Birchwood held 
its annual Autumn Concert, with nearly  
every seat in the hall taken! The evening 
was packed full with performances from our 
amazing senior and vocalise choirs (singing 
Wonderwall and Africa), to our school  
orchestra (playing the Pirates of the  
Caribbean theme tune) and also Jazz Band, 
many soloists and a couple of duets. We 
spoke to Mr Stock, one of our wonderful music  
teachers, who helped organise the event and he said, 
“It was excellent. The quality and enthusiasm of the 
performances definitely made it the best one yet! The 
range of music was very exciting and the range of 
soloists was very promising for the future.” We also 
spoke to a parent who came and she said, “It was 
absolutely lovely to see the commitment that all the 
students put into it but especially the soloists to have 
that confidence to get up there is amazing.”  
A highlight of the evening was undoubtedly the senior 
choirs rendition of Mr Grogan’s favourite ‘pop’ song 
Africa, which had some marvellous harmony’s and the 
audience were certainly surprised with the brilliant 
saxophone solo in the middle by Florence Bird.”  
All in all we can’t wait until next time they all perform 
again which will be at the Carols by Candlelight on 
Thursday 13 December.     

 

Mr Grogan, Head of Music 

EPA News 

Musician of the month 

Florence Bird 

for her outstanding performance at 

the Autumn Concert. 

 



 

Artist of the Month 

Ellie Poole 

for outstanding  

artwork 

EPA News 

National Gallery 
A group of Year 9 GCSE Art students went to the National gallery in London to experience art 

work first hand.  

The students used small handmade sketchbooks throughout the day including recording London 

landmarks first hand in Trafalgar Square through drawing and photography.  

The group then explored the wide range of genres and styles of work on display in the National 

gallery concluding the day with an informative discussion led by an expert from the gallery. 

The day was a huge success and very enjoyable except, for the three hour coach ride home!  
 

Miss Morrison, Head of Art 

Samples of Ellie’s artwork 



EPA News 

The Dance department invited KBD Dance, a 
local dance school in Bishop’s Stortford, to 
Birchwood to deliver a jam packed Commercial/
Hip-hop workshop to our talented dance  
students.  
 

The evening was a huge success and the Dance 
studio was bursting with energy for the whole 
two hours. Students from Years 7-10 danced 
their socks off to a fun, upbeat routine that gave 
students a real buzz. All students left the studio 
laughing and smiling having made the most of a 
fantastic opportunity.  
 

The students were excellent and KBD Dance 
commented on the commitment and dedication of our students. Well 
done to all involved. If you would like to find out more about the 
weekly classes that happen with KBD dance please  
visit www.kbddance.co.uk KEEP DANCING!  
 
Miss Adams, Head of Dance 

Dancer of the month 

Ella Gregory 

for her excellent result in 

her dance written exam,  

going above and beyond in 

all her dance lessons. 

Year 10 and 12 go 

FRANTIC! 

Year 10 and 12 Drama students were 

involved in a Frantic Assembly  

workshop lead by a professional actor, 

Richard James-Neale from the  

company. The style of Frantic’s work is 

to create non-naturalistic pieces through 

the use of movement and music and the  

purpose of this workshop was to inspire students to 

work in this style as they prepare for their devised 

exam pieces. The work created was touching,  

creative and thoughtful and Richard described the 

students as ‘warm and engaged.’ All students  

approached the workshop with open minds and  

creative insight. Observing them working in this  

professional way was an absolute joy. 

Mrs Hassani, Drama 

Performer of the month 

Ben Gregory 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kbddance.co.uk%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2NRNUrWAY_Q9AUPwx7s8A3m3VMy8xEkwb0Brfm9WpSmuKAPx2ck-CP6Gs&h=AT0y3nxsUVdkkqTb9fTK9TOzR574TaLcyCxn6AZxpcYQr4DM4SWWjoysWhiISHYxoyyzLQgiu2t6bIRHNHchuV9UoUI_UmLKslWSC_HqpfDTgAtAD-FYv3


Technology News 

 

Cooking is fun! 

As part of the Year 7 technology  

rotation I have just completed my Food 

technology which was a great subject 

to do. Not only do you learn all sorts of 

interesting facts about food and  

cooking, you also get to have so much 

fun! In Year 7 food technology I have 

made fruit salad, apple crumble, pasta 

salad, mac and cheese,  

Spaghetti Bolognese and stir fry. I 

have found it so much fun! 

Emel Nasif, Year 7 Student 

 The Rotary Club  

Technology Competition 

The Rotary Club of Bishop’s Stortford 
once again held their annual Young  
Engineer competition in our large  
workshop space. 

We hosted six other local schools who 
came along to compete with their  
students, in a thoroughly engaging  
challenge to launch a space capsule 
three meters into the air and then  
return it safely and accurately to the 
ground.  

Our youngest students triumphed in the 
Foundation age group. Our Intermediate 
students (who possibly had the least  
engineering experience) worked together 
superbly and our Advanced students 
(Sixth Form) were commended for their 
original and highly effective design. 

NASA Mars project, are you ready for our 
students to join your team? 

Well done to all the students that took 
part: 

Foundation Team (Emma Robinson,  
Willow Robson, Frankie Gilder and  
William Gilbank) won their category.  

Advanced Team (Marshall Bowles,  
Morgan Ridgway, Toby Dillion and Oliver Rawding) 
came third (out of 6) in their category. 

Intermediate Team (Emily Harvey, Millie Keys, Neve 
Tritton, Frankie Broad and Rebecca Ryan) did a great 
job, with a challenge outside their normal area of  
experience, so we're really proud of them too. 

Mr Newman, Technology 

Technologist of the month 

Emma Robinson 

for her outstanding accuracy and  

attention to detail in her automata 

Chef of the Month 

Jodie Southwell 

Year 11 for outstanding effort in her 

GCSEs 



Alumni 

We love to hear from our Alumni students if you have any news you would like to share with us 

please contact us via alumni@birchwoodhigh.org.uk 

Birchwood students at the Indie Awards 
Well done to our Alumni students who attended the Bishops Stortford Independent  

newspaper newly inaugurated Indie Awards last week.  
The winner and highly commended in the Young Entrepreneur category were:  

James Grant (One Time Gin)  
Grace Marshall (We all love cake). 

The Highly Commended Business Personality was James Brundle (Eat 17)  
Highly Commended Community Champion was Jo Gill (Welbeloved club). 

You are all an inspiration to our current students! 

Welcome back to Georgina English Alumni 
student who has been in school  for her pre 
PGCE application observations. She’s  
intending to do a History PGCE. Georgina is 
currently studying History at Nottingham.  

Rotary Youth 

Speaks 
Helen Franklin, Louie Mooniaruk and 
Alex Sawyer, Year 10 students, took 
part in the annual Rotary Club Youth 
Speaks competition. They performed 
brilliantly and (genuinely) were better 
than the vast majority of groups in the 

incredibly tough and competitive  
senior level of the competition where 
their competitors included teams right 

up to Year 13.   

Alas, it was not to be their year, the 
prize going to the team from TBSHS 

(for a second year in a row). However, 
all three students deserve a huge 

amount of credit for the hard work and 
dedication they put into rehearsals and 

producing such a great performance 
on the night.  

Mr Harlow and Ms Hall 

Brilliant Club 
Eight Year 10 students, along with Mr Herbert and Mrs Feather 

Levey, travelled to Clare College, University of Cambridge for the 

launch event of The Scholars Programme Brilliant Club. 

Students were given the enviable opportunity of a tour of the college, 

first founded in 1326, by current undergraduates. They also took part 

in the first of six academic tutorials with PhD tutor, Joanna Janus, 

and received an information, advice and guidance seminar led by 

the university’s widening participation team. 

Members of the Brilliant Club will be studying with their PhD tutor in 
the weeks running up to Christmas, culminating with a 2,000 word 

essay addressing 'Targeted cancer therapies: how do they 
work?’ The work is targeted at a Key Stage above their own and of-
fers a fantastic chance to experience university-style teaching in the 

school environment!  
 

Mrs Feather Levey 



Year 11 Globe Theatre 

Year 11 visited the Globe Theatre in London to enhance our knowledge  
of William Shakespeare’s Romeo & Juliet, which we are studying in class. 
The day started off with a tour of the globe, giving us key contextual 
knowledge to aid us in forming top-level English responses. The groups 
were then led off to various workshops. Here we developed our 
knowledge of particular scenes and formed our own interpretations 
based on the themes and techniques used within the scene. After 
lunch, we continued our workshop activities and developed our  
understanding of relationships between characters through role play 
and acting, such as Lord Capulet and Juliet. 
We believe that this trip has added to our knowledge and will help us 
when we get to sit our English Literature GCSE by helping us to  
understand and decipher difficult Shakespearean language. 

 
Year 11 Globe Theatre Trip by Ashley Howard (11JBD), Eloise Churchman 
(11JBD), Emily Robson (11GBN) and Niamh Payne (11CCO) 

The ABC of being a Birchwood Student 
 

The progress that every individual makes 
in life, whether in education or any other 

social or work-related sphere, depends on 
the collective endeavour.  The greatest 

sportsmen, scientists,  
academics, business leaders and so on 

always pay tribute to the many people who 
have helped, shaped and supported their 

work along the way.  Last year we  
attempted to define a simple but  

meaningful ethos that underpins our  
collective identity – in short how can we 
define what it is that makes Birchwood 

High School such a special place to learn 
and grow?  Staff committees and student 

leadership looked at this question and 
came up with the ABC of being a  

Birchwood student.  The finer details are 
below and much work is being done this 

year to make ‘the ABC of being a  
Birchwood student’ part of our common 

language.  Every student who lives by the 
ABC code does their bit for the school 

community and gives themselves a firm 
grounding to be not just successful  

academically but also, more importantly,  
a fine future member of the world  

community. 

Mr Stopps, Deputy Principal 

English  News 

English  

Student of 

the Month 

Craig Banks 

for  
outstanding 
effort in his 

work  



 

Christmas Fayre 
The PSFA would like to say a huge thank you to  
everyone who supported our first ever Christmas Fayre.  
Following on from our request for tombola prizes we were 
overwhelmed by the generosity of staff, students and  
parents. The PSFA team were helped on the day by some 
marvellous volunteers and we couldn’t have done it without their support! The event was really well  
attended, there was a lovely Christmassy atmosphere and we’ve had some great feedback from  
stallholders. The event raised approximately £1200 and we will be asking staff and students for project 
ideas to put the funds towards. There is a wonderful two page spread about the event in this week’s  
Bishop’s Stortford Independent. 

 

Rugby Refreshments 
For those of you with students who play rugby, you may have noticed that we are now selling  

refreshments at the home rugby fixtures.  

 Bacon Roll £2 

 Tea and Coffee £1 

 Cakes 50p 

In order to reduce waste, please think about bringing a reusable cup for hot drinks.  

 
Second Hand Uniform 
Please consider donating good condition items of second hand uniform, including maroon blazers,  
maroon jumpers, skirts and PE Kit as stock for our second hand stall. Clean items of second hand uniform 
can be dropped in to our Visitor Reception.  
If you are interested in purchasing items, please contact birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com  
  
 

Birchwood Bonus Ball 

Thank you very much to everyone who has signed up so far to take 
part in our Birchwood Bonus Ball Club this year. The draw for  
September was made by Mr Stopps, and witnessed by two  
members of school staff. The prize of £60 went to Mrs Mackinlay 
with the winning number 55. October’s draw was made by Mr  
Gilbank and also witnessed by two members of staff. The winner 
was Jo Thompson with number 34.  
 
The Birchwood Bonus Ball is a raffle style club, with up to 5  
numbers available to purchase per person, per subscription period. 
The subscription fee is £2 a month per number,  payable in  
advance for the remainder of the academic year. 50% of  
subscriptions will be allocated as prize money and 50% to PSFA 
funds with prize money depending on the membership uptake. 
Draws will be held on the last day of each month.  
 
If you would like to take part, by purchasing one or more numbers, 

please email confirming your name and contact telephone details:- 

birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 

Wine Tasting 
A date for the diary!  

We will be holding a wine tasting 
evening in the school library on  

Friday 1 February.  
Tickets are available at £15 per  

person and can be purchased by  

e-mailing  

birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com.   

 

If the evening is a success we would 

like to make it a regular event.   

mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com
mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com
mailto:birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com


Birchwood Community News 

At Birchwood we are proud of our excellent sports, music, drama and conference facilities. Our students make full use of these during the school day and as 

part of our commitment to the local community, our facilities are available to hire during evenings, weekends and school holidays. Every month we will be 

offering one of our regular hirers the opportunity to advertise in this section of the Birchwood News.  



Sports News in Brief 

PE Student of the 

Month 

Caleb O’Neill 

for outstanding  

performance at  

cross country 

Bishop’s Stortford District 

Cross Country  

Well done to our Senior Football team who 
won an impressive 9-0 against Ashlyns 

School in the Herts U18 Senior Schools Cup.  

A reminder you can follow all the latest information on upcoming sporting fixtures and recent results by following the  

official Birchwood PE twitter account. Just search: @PEbwood  

Sports Desk 

On Saturday 17 November, members of the 

school rugby teams went to watch the  

England vs Japan at Twickenham. It was part 

of the Rugby World Cup Qualifiers 2019. The 

students and staff really enjoyed the trip and 

England won 35-15. Thank you to Mr Jones 

for organising the trip. 

William Gilbank, BBC Reporter 

Year 9 Boys 

Caleb O’Neill, First 

Year 10 Girls 

Hollie McArdell, Second 

Senior Boys 

Lewis Harknett, Second and Sam Sloane, fourth. 

Hannah Gallagher 

We welcomed back Hannah Gallagher, Alumni  
student and England International Rugby player. 
Hannah has generously given up her time to help 

coach Girls rugby at Birchwood with Miss LaLonge. 
She has shared her wealth of experience, skills and 

knowledge with all the girls. As an ex England  
international, Hannah has also attended some PE 

classes to help to promote Rugby as a girls 
sport.  It has been an amazing start for the students 

of the Girls Rugby club, which takes place every 
Wednesday after school. We would like to thank 

Hannah on behalf of students and staff for her time. 

Miss LaLonge. 

 

Don’t forget Coffee, Tea and Bacon Butties 
are now being served at Home Games by the 

PSFA. 
Make sure you bring your change. 



BSP 

Thursday 8 November Birchwood Schools 
Partnership (BSP) held it's annual basketball 
competition, twelve primary schools took part. 
Congratulations to Windhill21 who were  
overall winners. Closely followed by  
Manorfields and St Michaels. Thank you to all 
our sports leaders for the running of the event.  

Miss Peet, BSP coordinator. #BirchwoodBSP  

QuickSticks 

Twelve schools took part on Thursday 25 October in the 
Birchwood Sports Partnership Level 2 Quicksticks  
competition. There were 28 teams each competing in  
either, the Cup, A teams, or the Plate, B and C teams.  

The students had a very good time with one student  
saying, “I had a fun time at the competition today, it is my 
first time at Birchwood and yes I will come again.”  

The teachers also seemed to have enjoyed the intense 
competition with one saying, “The students have trained 
really hard for the past 6 or 7 weeks and are very excited to 
be at Birchwood as always.”  

“The event was very well organised and we will be coming 
back for the next event.”  

In the Cup finals Summercroft and Windhill21 played 
against each other in a short but very intense game with 
Summercroft winning.  

Similarly in the Plate finals All Saints C team and High 
Wych B team competed in another fierce game with High 
Wych taking the victory. Well done to all schools who came 
and competed! 

Archie Rees , BBC Reporter 



 

PLC go Wild! 
 

Thank you to ASDAN. Year 9’s had  
special visitors to their ASDAN Animal 

Care Course this week. Some were  
slippery, some were prickly but all were 

very interesting. The Year 9’s were  
really brave to hold them and asked  

really good questions about the habitats 
and lifespans of these animals. We are 
really grateful to Mrs Whitehorn (a really 

helpful parent) who is an animal  
specialist and brought the animals in.  

A Welcome Break…… 
Year 12 Business students went to Welcome Break in 
Birchanger Green to speak to the Finance Manager 

on Thursday 8 November 2018.  

Students were presented with a presentation about 
Welcome Break and how it operates as a business. 

They then had a Q&A session which gave them 
the opportunity to find out about the businesses  

turnover figures, how they recruit their staff and what 
their future plans are.  

PLC News 

IT Student of the month 

Rafal Kliber 

for excellent exam results 
PLC student of the month 

Charlie Clark 

for his excellence  

performance in the music 

concert. 

Business Student of the month 

Holly Bayford 

for outstanding work on unit 3 



House 

 

House charity day… 

The whole school took part in our first major fundraiser 

of the year. Students came into school wearing non 

uniform and donated £1.00. Staff and students  

generously donated cakes for our cake sale. Many 

Sixth Formers and staff dressed up in Halloween  

costumes giving the whole event a spooky  

atmosphere.  

Our competitions included: 

All forms taking part in a carve a pumpkin competition 

and the winners were 8CLE.  

Brady Payne in 11CCO won “Guess the sweets in the 

jar” competition.  

12THS won the Halloween quiz and finally the Best 

Dressed member of staff went to Miss Cuddington.  

The staff raffle winners were:- 

Luxury Darceys Candle Winter Bundle – Mrs Byers, 

Gift Voucher for Rosey Lea Cream tea for 2 people – 

Miss Morrison, Voucher for Handsome and Gorgeous 

in Bishop’s Stortford – Mrs Cox, Voucher for Heroes' 

Diner – Dr Allen, Voucher for Coach and Horses in 

Thorley – Mrs Barnard, Bath Bomb Collection from 

Heavenly Bubbles – Mrs Young. 

We raised a massive £1503.97 for our charities Essex 

and Herts Air Ambulance, International Ambassador 

Programme and Sparkle Malawi, and The Fire Fighters 

Charity. 

The next fundraiser will take place on Wednesday 19 

December, non uniform day for Year 7 –11, staff and 

Sixth Form will wear Christmas novelty attire. 

Miss A Dedman  

Head of House 



House 
 

House Christmas Countdown 

3 - 4
 
December, Christmas Post Box will be put into the Student Reception, drop off any cards 

that you want delivered by the elves.  

3 -18 December, candy cane delivery. Outside the Sixth form block.  

5 December, Christmas dinner  

All of December, Form Room Decoration - points will be awarded for best dressed form room. 

13 December, Candlelight Concert St Michael’s Church 7:00pm. 

19 December, House Charity Day, non- uniform day. Staff and Sixth Form can wear  

     Christmas attire. 

Points Category Hadham Waytemore Dane Stort 

Extra-Curricular 3390 2660 2255 2540 

Competitions 1128 869 1384 1010 

RAK 1150 975 1225 1325 

Staff points 0 500 1650 300 

Student News 

We are looking forward to seeing Katie Watling,  
Ruby Westbrook, Alice Shepard and Aaron Shaw  
performing in Beauty and the Beast at the Rhodes 
centre!  

and… 

Ellyse Gardiner, Jade Law, 
Adam Lahraoui and Libby Glendenning 
are appearing at the Harlow playhouse 
in Aladdin. 

Congratulations to  
Matthew Davidson 11RNN  

who has worked  
very hard and gained his  

black belt in karate. 



Mrs Pressland visits Morocco 
on an International Teacher 

Leadership Visit 
During the October half term Mrs Pressland from our Science faculty, 
was very excited to be invited to join the HertsCam International 
Teacher Leadership team travelling to Tiznit in Morocco. The aim of 
the trip was to support the introduction of Teacher Led Development Work (TLDW) alongside 
our Moroccan colleagues.  Hosted by Samira Idelcadi from the Moroccan Ministry of Education, 
Mrs Pressland was able to see first-hand how the International teacher leadership project is 
working to develop support for teacher-led innovation in Morocco and to explore how this  
contributes to their educational reform. Mrs Pressland writes: 

“I was delighted to accompany such a wonderful team of colleagues from Special, Primary and 
Secondary sectors, all with a  broad range of experiences and responsibilities ready to share 
with our Moroccan colleagues.  By presenting posters and sharing our ideas at network  
meetings we were able to adapt materials and techniques developed in the UK over many 
years and translate them to enable partners in Morocco to better support teachers as leaders of 
processes of innovation.   

The trip also proved a fantastic way to enjoy Moroccan culture. It was 
a humbling experience to visit Aglou, Tiznit - Women's fair trade  
argan oil cooperative.  Here we watched the women of the  
cooperative preparing the argan seeds by hand (pictured left).   
Argan trees only grow in Morocco and somehow they can’t survive 
anywhere else which is why argan oil can be so expensive. The 
women of the cooperative were happy to greet us.  The cooperative 
means that the women all work together, switching up jobs and doing 
a little bit of everything, then they split their pay at the end. After 
watching the whole process, we were off to the shop for some retail 
therapy! Everyone was very excited to get their hands on some  
certified argan oil products. Such a memorable and worthwhile trip.” 

Mrs Pressland, Science 

Scientist of the month 

Jessica Horton 

For fantastic attitude to learning 

Science News 


