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Birchwood Politics Students take part in the BBC Victoria Derbyshire Programme. 

Birchwood A Level Politics students have again participated in a political discussion on  

television.  At a time when it is often heard that the youth feel disengaged with politics and that 

little effort is made to listen to them, it is rewarding to see young people not only  

actively engaged, but also challenging those at the heart of decision making. 
 

On the 12 December 2018, I emailed the Victoria Derbyshire programme while watching the  

updates on the vote of no confidence against Theresa May - ñI am currently in Year 13 and my 

politics class are watching your news broadcast. We believe that for our future we should remain 

in the EU. May is paying too much attention to the back-stop and not enough to the generation 

that will succeed her.ò I received an email back from the production team saying that they were 

keen to get in touch.  
 

Fast forward to 16 January 2019, I received a text from one of the production team saying that 

they were very eager for me and my politics class to come into the studio to be on the show the 

following morning. Josh Bains, Matthew Gleeson and Ricardo Olender De Mata agreed to come 

with me.  Each of us was called by a member of the production team in the evening and asked 

about our thoughts on the current political climate and about any questions we would like to ask 

the MPs that would be present. The next morning we headed into London, into the studio and 

met Victoria Derbyshire to have a chat with her and go over our questions before going live.  

óBrexit: what happens next?ô allowed us to question MPs and share our opinions.  We were all 

very pleased with our questions addressed to MPs Anneliese Dodds, Rachel Maclean and Ian 

Murray and felt that we got the responses we desired. I feel very honoured that I was given the 

chance to represent our generation during a time when it seems we donôt get much of a voice. 

Do watch our appearance on the Victoria Derbyshire programme!  

www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0by9gfk/victoria-derbyshire-17012019. 
 

We have also been interviewed by ITV Anglia News reporter Matthew Hudson regarding the 

Brexit debate in the House of Commons. We discussed our views on voting and the difference 

between the young voters and more mature voters in the population. This appeared on TV on 

Tuesday 15 January. 

Keeva Wilson, Year 13 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b0by9gfk/victoria-derbyshire-17012019


 

 

 

 

 

Do you enjoy meeting new people? 

Do you like working as a team? 

Can you work to a deadline? 

Are you interested in what goes on 

in your school community? 

Can you work independently? 

Have your articles published? 

Earn House Points? 

 

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions, BBC reporters are  

looking for new members.  

We meet every lunchtime  
on  

Friday in C16. 

To find out more, please come and 
speak to Mrs de Graaf (C16) or Mrs 
Barnard (Resources office by the  
Library) and we will be able to give 
you more information. Students 

from all years are welcome. 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

Mrs de Graaf 

Dates for your Diary 2018 
Half Term 2019 

Monday 18 February - Friday 22 February 

Easter 2019 

Monday 8 April - Monday 22 April 

Summer Term 2019 

Tuesday 23 April - Tuesday 23 July 

Half Term 2019 

Monday 27 May - Friday 31 May 

 

2019/2020 

Autumn Term 2019 

Monday 2 September - Friday 20 December 

Wednesday 4 September, Years 7 and 12 only 

Thursday 5 September whole school starts 

Half Term 

Monday 28 October - Friday 1 November 

Spring Term 2020 

Monday 6 January - Friday 3 April 

Half Term 

Monday 17 February - Friday 21 February 

Summer Term 

Monday 20 - Tuesday 21 July 

Half Term 

Monday 25 May - Friday 29 May 

 

CPD Days 

Monday 25 February 2019 

Monday 2 September 2019 

Tuesday 3 September 2019 

Friday 4 October 2019 

Monday 6 January 2020 

Monday 20 July 2020 

Tuesday 21 July 2020 

 

TRIPS & NOTABLE DATES 

Sunday 3 February 
Dance Festival Rehearsal, Year 11 

Monday 4 February 
An Inspector Calls - Theatre company coming into school 

Fusion Film - Imitation Game 
Thursday 7 February 

Maths Challenge Years 9, 10, 11 Set 1 only 
Year 9 school photos 

Fusion Film - Imitation Game 
Friday 8 February 

Fusion Film - Imitation Game 
Thursday 12 February 

Maths Back to School Evening 
Wednesday 13 February 
 óTango Fireô Year 12 Spanish 
Thursday 14 February 

Brilliant Club graduation, Year 10 
Vire Zone IT/Business, Year 10 
Apprenticeship Event Year 11/13 

Friday 15 February 
Power of Silence, Parent Workshop 

Monday 18 February - Sunday 24 February 
Ski & City Break, Year 13 
Wednesday 27 February 
Science in Action, Year 10 

Woman in Black, Year 11 Drama 
Thursday 28 February  

Woman in Black, Year 8 English 

Please note that the school is closed to  
students on all CPD days, unless a  

member of staff has asked students to attend. 

In the event of bad weather 

If snow and ice are anticipated we will assess the  

situation in the morning and Information will be 

posted on the school website as near to 7.00am as 

possible letting staff, parents and students know if 

the school is to remain open or is to close.  



English Student of 

the Month 

Becky Perry 

for being organised with her  

workload. 

Linguist of the Month 

Emily Port 

for being an outstanding  

student in Spanish and her  

impressive efforts towards 

her learning and her  

proactive  

approach to the subject. 

Business  

Student of the Month 

Ellie Vine 

for consistent effort in  

component one and excellent 

commitment in the subject. 

Achieve, Believe and Conquer (Birchwood's ABC) 

Student of the Month Awards 

Scientist of the 

Month 

Joel Mutter 

for excellent  

contributions in class, always 

extending his knowledge and 

for submitting excellent home 

learning. Geography Student 

of the Month 

Louis Altham 

for outstanding work 

and effort through mocks. 

Social Science  

Student of the 

Month 

Keeva Wilson 

for political  

engagement and enthusiasm 

for Politics. 

Chef of the Month 

Alex Harper 

for outstanding effort in 

Food Technology  

practical lessons. 

IT Student of the 

Month 

Archie Rees 

for outstanding class  

contribution in Computer  

Science. 

RS Student of the 

Month 

Kayleigh Wheaver 

for consistently  

reaching her target GCSE 

levels in RS. 

PE Student of the Month 

Amelia Arkans-Oliver 

for outstanding results 

in a recent test. 

Dancer of the 

Month 

Ellie Waskett 

for commitment and 

effort to the Dance  

department. 

Musician of the 

Month 

Lucy Sherwood 

for an outstanding 

solo at the  

Christmas Concert and  

commitment and enthusiasm 

to Music. 

Performer of the Month 

Lily Martin 

for outstanding commitment to Drama. 

Mathematician of the 

Month 

Harrison Brown 

for excellent progress 

and  

improved ATL in lessons. 

Technologist of the 

Month 

Grace Sapsford 

for being very  

focussed and  

creative in Technology. 

Historian of the 

Month 

Reece Askey 

for an excellent  

performance in mock  

examinations. 

PLC Student of the 

Month 

Dylan Otchere 

for brilliant progress and 

hard study this year in PLC. 



Headlines 

5ŜŀǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ κ /ŀǊŜǊǎ 

L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜƴƧƻȅŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ .ǊŜŀƪΦ ¢ƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ¢ŜǊƳ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛŦŜ 
ŦƻǊ ¸ŜŀǊ мм ŀƴŘ мо ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ мр ǿŜŜƪǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǎ ōŜƎƛƴΦ  L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿŀǎǘ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǧƭŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ƛƴ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǩƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
Ŏƭǳōǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǘǊŀ-ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭŀǊ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ς ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΦ 

aȅ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜǊƳ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƘŜŀŘ ς {ŎƛŜƴǝǎǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ нлмф ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ  
ōŜƛƴƎǎ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴŜǘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǎƻƳŜ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ  
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎƭŀƛƳǎ ς ǊƛǎƛƴƎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǘŜƳǇŜǊŀǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀǎǎ ŜȄǝƴŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƭŀǊƎŜ ƳŀƳƳŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ōǳǘ ǘǿƻ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ Ŝŀǎȅ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿƘŀǘ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ L ƳŀƪŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ¢Ƙƛƴƪ DƭƻōŀƭΣ !Ŏǘ [ƻŎŀƭΩ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻũŜǊǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
ƎƻƻŘ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛŦ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǎǳōǎŎǊƛōŜǎΦ  CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƎŜǩƴƎ ŀ 
ƭƛƊΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴŜǊƎȅ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀǘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ    

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ŀǘ .ƛǊŎƘǿƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǝŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀƊŜǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¸ƻǳ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǿŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀũŜŎǝƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ς Ŏǳǘǎ ǘƻ {ƛȄǘƘ CƻǊƳ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊ Ŏƻǎǘǎ 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀǊŜ ŬƴŘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ΨŜƴŘǎ-ƳŜŜǘΦΩ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ .ƛǊŎƘǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ  
ǎǘŀōƭŜ Ǌƻƭƭ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭΦ  !ǎ ǿŜ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǎƛȊŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ  
ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ŏǳǘ - ōǳǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾƛƴƎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘƻǇƛŎ ǿŀǎ 
ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ../ ±ƛŎǘƻǊƛŀ 5ŜǊōȅǎƘƛǊŜ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ мн  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ǿƘŜƴ ŦƻǳǊ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ! [ŜǾŜƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ϧ tƻƭƛǝŎǎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǉǳƛȊȊŜŘ ƻƴ .ǊŜȄƛǘ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴΦ  L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ YŜŜǾŀ ²ƛƭǎƻƴΣ wƛŎŀǊŘƻ hƭŜƴŘŜǊΣ WƻǎƘ .ŀƛƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ aŀǧ DƭŜŜǎƻƴ ŘƛŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŘƛōƭȅ ǿŜƭƭ 
ƻƴ ŀ ƭƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴǎŎǊƛǇǘŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜΦ   

 

 

L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŀǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ  
ǘǊŜƳŜƴŘƻǳǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ Řŀȅ-ǘƻ-
Řŀȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴ ƻǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ƛǎ 
ǊŜŀŘȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜŀŎƘ ŘŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ 
ƻǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ 
ƛƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ōȅ ǇƘƻƴŜ ƻǊ Ǿƛŀ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΦ  

 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝǾŜ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ DƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ .ƻŘȅ ς ǿŜ ǎǝƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǾŀŎŀƴŎȅ ƻƴ tŀǊŜƴǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
ŦƻǊ ŀ ¸ŜŀǊ т ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ς ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ǾŀŎŀƴŎƛŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ .ƻŘȅ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΦ .ŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ ŀǘ .ƛǊŎƘǿƻƻŘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜπ
ǿŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ 
мплл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ .ƻŘȅ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǎƛȄ tŀǊŜƴǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΣ ǘŜƴ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǳǊ {ǘŀũ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎΦ  
Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǿƛŘŜ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƻŦ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭΣ ŎƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭΣ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴƴŜƭ ŀƴŘ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǝǘǳŘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ  
ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ƪŜŜƴ ǘƻ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛŦȅ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǘƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜƅŜŎǝǾŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ōƻŘȅ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀ .a9 ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƻŦ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ   

Lƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǝƳŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŀǧŜƴŘ ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ƭƭ ǇŀǇŜǊǿƻǊƪ ƛǎ ǎŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ Ŧǳƭƭ ƛƴŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘΦ aƻǎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ  
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ DƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ .ƻŘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀǊŜƴǘ 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ ƳŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ ƻƴ ŎƛƴƎŀǘŜϪōƛǊŎƘǿƻƻŘƘƛƎƘΦƻǊƎΦǳƪΦ 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ L ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ .ƛǊŎƘǿƻƻŘ bŜǿǎ ς Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
ƎƻƛƴƎ ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ΨaŀǘƘǎ .ŀŎƪ ǘƻ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ 
ƻƴ мн CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ς ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƴȅ Ǉǳō ǉǳƛȊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƳŀǘƘǎ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜƳΗ 

5Ǌ LƴƎŀǘŜΣ tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ 

mailto:cingate@birchwoodhigh.org.uk




 The Dance department took 36 

GCSE students to see Matthew 

Bourneôs performance of the iconic 

Swan Lake. Students had a fantastic 

evening and were completely  

mesmerised by the all-male  

ensemble of swans.  

It was lovely for our students to visit 

a professional theatre and see such 

excellent quality of dance.  

Amelia Dean said (Year 9 GCSE dancer); óIt was so amazing to see all the male dancing 

swans, it certainly isnôt something you see every day. I loved the modern twist on the  

ballet and I found it very entertaining and funny!ô   

The Dance department look forward to our next trip to MOVEIT on the 8 March 2019 - Save 

the date in your diary!  

Miss Adams, Dance 

Dance students feature in 

a new music video 
Nine of our GCSE Birchwood Dance students were 

given the opportunity to feature in a new music video 

for ex Talk Talk band member Paul Webb.  

The video was released to the public on 16 January 

and can be viewed on YouTube óJudgement Trainô 

by Rustin Man. You can see our students from 4.04 

minutes and they are wearing white masks.   

The girls that performed were just magical. They 

were very professional and gave the choreography 

(created by Miss Adams) so much energy and  

enthusiasm. The students worked on a professional 

set with a production team and were given an  

enriching experience of the performing arts 

industry.  

We would like to thank Paul and Sam Webb for this 

amazing opportunity and wish Paul luck with his new 

album óDrift Codeô released 1
 
February 2019.   

Miss Adams, Dance 



EPA News 

Year 11 Art Exhibition 

An exhibition  

showcasing the talent of 

our Year 11 Art students 

was held in the Library 

during Year 11 Parents 

Evening.  

It was wonderful to see 

so many fabulous pieces 

of GCSE work. 



Artist of the Month 

Rebecca Smith 

Some of Rebeccaôs art is  

pictured on the left. 

 

Miss Payne is running the 
London  

Marathon this year in aid 
of the  

British Heart foundation. 
To start her fundraising 
she held a cake sale  

in association with the House team, 
which raised an impressive Ã150.73. 
Miss Payne is also holding a  
Charity Quiz Night on Friday 15 
March. If you would like to support 
Miss Payne she has a just giving 
page: https://www.justgiving.com/

Upcoming House Events 
World Book Day 

7 March 

Feel Good Week 
Monday 25 to Friday 29 March 

Inter House Sports 
Tuesday 2 April Years 9 & 10 
Wednesday 3 April Years 7 & 8 

 

IŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŦƻǊ tŜƴƴȅ ²ŀǊǎ 

 

DǊŀƴŘ ¢ƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ǿŀǎ ϻмупΦмсΦ  

мǎǘ {ǘƻǊǘ -рнп 

нƴŘ IŀŘƘŀƳ -муфл 

оǊŘ 5ŀƴŜ -нлуо 

пǘƘ ²ŀȅǘŜƳƻǊŜ -оолт 

House 

Penny Wars 

From the 17 - 20 of December students were able to  
participate in the Penny Wars competition. There were four 
buckets for each House which students could put 1pôs and 
2pôs into and help their house gain points, or put coins over 
that amount into a rival houses bucket to decrease their 
houses points. It turned out very well and many students 
enjoyed it. A Year 7 student I spoke to said, ñI really enjoyed 
Penny Wars as it was fun to compete against the different 
Houses while supporting charity. The helpers were also very 
good and cheerful.ò After four days of fierce competition,  
over Ã180 was raised. In first place was Stort (blue), second 
place was Hadham (red), third place was Dane (green) and 
lastly in fourth was Waytemore (yellow). We would like to 
thank Mrs Cox who organised the event and all the people 

who helped. 

Archie Rees, BBC Reporter 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/katiepayne19


Book Reviews of Month 

The Gift of Dark Hollow by Kieran Larwood 

The follow up to The Five Realms: The Legend of Podkin 

One-Ear. Podkin and his fellow rabbits have been  

sheltering in Dark Hollow after their battle with 

Scramashank. Podkin goes off and discovers a lost, secret 

treasure. 

The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo 

X has always kept words to herself. But she has secrets.  

A notebook full of poems she keeps under her bed. A  

slam poetry competition gives her a voice that cannot be 

unheard. 

The Colour of the Sun by David Almond 

One hot summer morning, Davie steps boldly out of his 

front door. The world he enters is very familiar - the little 

Tyneside town that has always been his home - but as the 

day passes, it becomes ever more mysterious. The real 

and the imaginary start to merge, and Davie knows that 

neither he nor his world will ever be the same again. 

Parents might like: This Is Going To Hurt by Adam Kay 

By degrees hilarious and painfully honest, this is a no-holds 

barred account of one junior doctorôs time on the frontline 

of the NHS. 

Ms Hall, Librarian 

THE BIRCHWOOD 

PAIRED READING 

SCHEME 
The paired reading programme at Birchwood has 

been running for about ten years now. It is a 

scheme that matches reading mentors from  

Year 10 with students in Year 7. Each week the 

Year 7 students come out of tutor time to read to 

their Year 10 mentors. 

Itôs a great scheme that has consistently led to  

improvement in the reading ages of the students  

involved. Itôs also a great way for our Year 10ôs to  

contribute and develop their leadership and  

interpersonal skills.  One great thing about running 

the scheme is that each year we get to welcome 

back some of our previous students as Year 10 

mentors! 

The scheme is designed to bring on the Year 7 

readers to help them access the whole curriculum 

more effectively and to make the most of their  

Birchwood journey. 

Mr Smith, English 

Evie Whitfield helped War veteran Cyril Banks 

have a wonderful Christmas by inviting him to 

lunch on Christmas Day. Cyril said he was  

really touched to be invited and thoroughly 

enjoyed himself. 

Student News 


