
Year 12 Work Experience 
 
At Birchwood we run a work experience programme in Year 12.  ALL Year 12 students 
(including those in the Football Academy) are expected to organise and undertake a week of 
work experience.  The ‘Work Experience Week’ will be towards the end of the summer 
term (dates TBC).  It will be up to you to secure a work placement although we will do our 
best to help you if you require assistance. 
 
It is essential that you begin to think about this work experience as early as you can and you 
should note that all paper work will be needed in school BEFORE the spring half term in 
February 2022.  This deadline is in place in order to allow us time to process all the 
information and to carry out the necessary Health and Safety checks; it also means that you 
will not be spending time trying to look for a placement during the lead up to the exam 
period! 
 

Ignoring work experience is NOT an option!  
 

 
 

If you need convincing of the benefits of work experience have a read of the following:- 
 

Why is Work Experience Important?  
 

Work experience can get you started in your career, as well as helping you to 
pin down what you want to do. 
 
Work experience is important whether you want to stay on in education or get a job. It shows 
people that you’ve thought about what you want to do and that you have a realistic idea of 
what working life is like. The more experience you can get before you apply for your first full-
time job, the better. 
 
It will also give you a good opportunity to gain useful skills and experience working with a 
range of people from all sorts of different backgrounds. As well as showing your enthusiasm 
for your career choice, they are key factors which employers and universities will be looking 
for in your CV or UCAS form. 

Work experience helps you to: 

 Understand the everyday realities of working life 
 Find out about your own abilities and limitations 
 Communicate well with all sorts of different people 
 Take charge of your own future 
 Demonstrate your skills to employers 
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Even if you're the perfect person for a job, it's difficult for employers to know that without 
proof of what you can do. Work experience is an extremely important part of that proof. 

 

Work experience helps you learn about yourself 

 
It's not all about impressing employers. Work experience also reveals things about you that 
will help you to choose the right career path. For example: 

 What are your strengths and weaknesses? 
 Are you a good communicator? 
 Do you work well in a team? 
 Do you enjoy the work as much as you expected? 

 
If it turns out that the job isn't a good fit for you, then it's better to find out on a short 
placement than a full-time job. 
 
(From Brightside website) 
 
 
 
The following websites may help you:- 
 
 
www.allaboutcareers.com 
 
 
www.studentladder.co.uk 
 
 
https://www.brightknowledge.org/careers/work-experience?type=subcategory 
 
 
www.hopinto.co.uk 
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