
 

24 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers of Year 11 Students  
 
I am writing to you today to help give clarity to your child’s next steps in terms of GCSE levels and progression 
onto suitable Sixth Form courses. This is undoubtedly an uncertain time for everybody, but I felt really sorry for 
our Year 11 and 13 cohort whose education was cut off so abruptly due to the Covid-19 epidemic.   
 
What I want to do is to begin by giving some clarity to what is being agreed by the DfE and Exam boards. 
 

 Students will be given GCSE levels this summer which fairly reflect the work they have put in. 

 These levels will reflect performance as fairly as possible, to include classwork, homework, 
assessments and Mock Exams. 

 Exam boards will then use data, such as prior attainment, to decide on a final calculated GCSE level.  

 The aim is to give students calculated levels by the end of July. 

 Students should be assured that these levels will be indistinguishable from those given in other years. 

 There will also be opportunities to sit exams early in the autumn term, or in summer 2021, if students 
are not happy that their awarded level reflects their performance. 

 If students don’t feel the right process has been followed in their case, there will be an option to 
appeal. 

 
Sixth Form Applicants: 
In terms of Sixth Form applications, if you have applied for a place at Birchwood in Year 12 and have an offer, 
we will be writing to you shortly to discuss the next steps but we will aim to make this as simple and transparent 
as possible.  In the meantime, it would be very useful if you used this current break from education to do some 
independent research into the topics you intend to study.  For example, if you have chosen to study English 
Literature, History, Sociology and Economics, you can search on our Website / Faculties / Post 16 to find out 
which topics, theories and concepts you will be studying.  Alternatively, you can search on Examinations / A 
Level specifications to find out which syllabi we follow and the details of the course.  This will help you make a 
flying start to Sixth Form.   
 
FE College Applications:  
If you have applied to FE College or an alternative Sixth Form provider, you will need to contact them 
separately to find out how they are enrolling students.   
 
Next steps: 
We will continue to work closely with Ofqual, DfE, JCQ and the Awarding Bodies to ensure we provide you 
with all the information and guidance to need regarding this summer’s awarding process. 
 
Once again, once we have clearer details, we will write to you again with specifics regarding GCSE levels and 
progressing onto Post 16.  Ultimately, please do not worry. We will do all we can to ensure that our Year 11 
students achieve the recognised results and continue their education as unaffected as possible by this Covid-
19 epidemic.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Chris Ingate 
 

Dr C Ingate 
Principal 

 


