
 

24 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers of Year 13 Students  
 
I am writing to you today to help give clarity to your child’s next steps in terms of GCE and BTEC 
levels and progression onto Higher Education. This is undoubtedly an uncertain time for everybody 
but I felt really sorry for our Year 13 cohort, whose education was cut off so abruptly due to the 
Covid-19 epidemic.   
 
What I want to do is to begin by giving some clarity to what is being agreed by the DfE and Exam 
Boards. 
 

 Students will be given GCE and BTEC grades this summer which fairly reflect the work they 
have put in. 

 These grades will reflect performance as fairly as possible, to include classwork, homework, 
assessments, assignments and Mock Exams. 

 Exam boards will then use data, such as prior attainment, to decide on a final calculated 
GCE A Level or Level 3 BTEC grades.  

 The aim is to give students calculated grades by the end of July. 
 Students should be assured that these grades will be indistinguishable from those given in 

other years. 
 There will also be opportunities to sit exams early in the autumn term, or in summer 2021, if 

students are not happy that their awarded level reflects their performance. 
 If students don’t feel the right process has been followed in their case, there will be an option 

to appeal. 
 If you are intending to go to University, institutions have been encouraged ‘to be flexible and 

do all they can to support students and ensure they can progress to higher education’ – 
further details on this will follow in due course. 

 
If you are planning to move on to Higher Education, it would be very useful if you used this current 
break from education to do some independent research about the degree or apprenticeship you 
intend to follow.  Most Universities, for example, publish details on their degrees on-line.   This will 
help you make a flying start to Higher Education.   
 
We will continue to work closely with Ofqual, DfE, JCQ and the Awarding Bodies to ensure we 
provide you with all the information and guidance you need regarding this summer’s awarding 
process. 
 
Ultimately, please do not worry. We will do all we can to ensure that our Year 13 students achieve 
the recognised results and continue their education or go out into the workplace as unaffected as 
possible by this Covid-19 epidemic.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Chris Ingate 
 

Dr C Ingate 
Principal 

  
 
 


