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HEADLINES
Dear Parents / Carers

I am writing to you as half-term approaches and a well-deserved break awaits 
our 1400 students. I have been so impressed with their attitude and  
resilience, returning to full-time education after five months off school. This 
edition of Birchwood News is a welcome return to normality, celebrating 
the things our students do so well - both in school and outside in the wider 
community.  From lockdown celebration lunches, to charity-fund raising and 
raising awareness of Black Lives Matter, I hope this will give you something 
to smile about despite these uncertain times.

Teachers are taking their first look at our first set of post-lockdown  
assessments and we can see already how many students have made good 
progress. We are also aware that some students struggled during lockdown 
and we will be introducing some catch-up strategies for them in November 
and December. With regards to the many changes we have made to  
ensure the school meets the required Covid-19 Health and Safety  
standards, at a recent School Council meeting, the students asked if we 
could keep these new measures in place even when things went back to 
normal. They think the new school day timings, one-way systems and year 
group social areas are far better. The School Council also met Julie Marsden, MP to discuss the Government’s 
response to Schools and Exams during lockdown. It was a fascinating conversation and the MP took away from the 
meeting how positive the students were to be back at school and how the Government needed to provide far more 
notice to schools if they wanted to change provision in the future.

I have written to you to highlight that 
we have had two positive Covid-19 
cases – both students are doing well 
and there is no evidence that they 
passed the virus on to other students 
who sat with them in lessons. This 
would suggest that the measures we 
have put in place are working and we 
have confidence in dealing with any 
further cases, should they arise.  We 
will get through this and I do hope 
there will be a number of positive 
things to emerge from this  
challenging period in time!  
 
I am particularly keen to support Year 
11 and 13 students over the next 9 
months to ensure they are well- 
prepared for public exams and next 
steps – whether this is Sixth Form, 
College or University.  Continued on
Page 2

School council meeting Julie Marsden, MP.
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We are fortunate at Birchwood to have a three year GCSE programme so at least Year 11 had the benefit of  
eighteen months of teaching prior to schools being closed in March.  I know that their teachers are confident in  
completing the syllabus this term so we can focus on revision and exam practice. With their Mock  
Exams starting on 16 November, we will be focusing for the first two weeks back after half term on revising and  
supporting them to do the best they can in these exams. We know the public exams have been put back four weeks 
to start Mid-June but we may be called on to produce Centre-Assessed Grades alongside their exams so Mock 
exams are taking extra precedence this year.   With Year 13 students, although the pressure is on, we are on track 
with UCAS applications and they had the best completion rate with on-line learning during lockdown, so teachers 
are hopeful of some really good results in the Summer.  
 
During this half-term, student attendance has averaged 94.1% - slightly lower than this time last year but this is  
understandable.  Staff absence has been very low and I am extremely grateful to all the teachers and support staff 
for coming in every day and doing their best.  
 
Thank you for completing the recent Survey Monkey questionnaire.  We had 440 parents completing the survey 
along with 700 students
 
The main headlines include:
• 91% of parents stating that they are very happy or quite happy with Birchwood’s Health & Safety measures
• 93% of parents stating that their child is happy and coping well being back at school.
• 96% of students stating that they are pleased to be back at school.

We also had lots of positive comments along with some suggestions for further improvement which we are now 
looking into.  
 
Finally, with half-term next week, can I highlight a few practicalities:
• We have been informed by Fosters that uniform supplies are back in stock including Blazers so if you did have   

some issues with getting items, now would be a good time to purchase. The PSFA also have good stocks of 
clean second-hand uniform – detail of how to contact the PSFA are on the school website.

• Jewellery: Earrings – one plain gold/silver stud may be worn in each earlobe only. Rings, necklaces and brace-
lets/charity bands must not be worn. Nose studs and any other types of facial or body piercing are not permitted.

• School shoes must have a heel – this is a simple distinction from trainers. I have attached our guidance docu-
ment below if you do have need to visit a shoe shop over half term - we will be checking on this first week back.

• PE kit needs to include a change of shoes particularly if the students are attending in kit, as the fields get muddy 
we would like them to change shoes before entering classrooms.

• We would also strongly recommend PE base layers for when it gets colder.
• PE tops should be either the Birchwood PE top or a plain black top, not a hoodie, this includes when students 

are attending in PE kit.
• With the colder and wetter weather on the horizon, school jumpers are a sensible addition.  Coats should be 

dark and plain without logos and we do not allow students wearing hoodies or track suit tops.
• Please make sure that you have a good supply of face masks and hand sanitiser.
• During lockdown we have learnt the value of the online environment. Microsoft Teams is now a part of our  

working world, however, please can I remind you that students should avoid contacting teachers after 5.00pm or 
before 8.00am and that for staff emails the intention is to try and respond within 48 working hours.

• You will have already recieved the letter sent out by schoolcomms from by the Police with regards to keeping 
safe over half-term.  Unfortunately, last year, there were some examples of very irresponsible and dangerous 
behaviour by young people misusing fireworks and the letter from Inspector Hunt outlines some key messages 
for you and your family. 

Finally, at Birchwood we know how important the input of parent and carers is and we continue to be grateful for 
the supportive and constructive way you have engaged with us in the run-up to school restarting in September and 
over the past few weeks.  When so much else nationally has an air of uncertainty hanging over it this cooperation 
between school and home is truly to be appreciated and we do.

Best wishes from myself and all the staff here at Birchwood High School - we hope you and your family have a 
relaxing and uneventful half term break.

Yours sincerely
Dr Ingate, Principal

DATES 
FOR YOUR  

DIARY 
Autumn Term 2020

Wednesday 2 September -  
Friday 18 December

Half Term 2020
Monday 26 October - Friday 30 October

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January - Friday 26 March

Half Term 2021
Monday 15 February -  

Friday 19 February
Easter 2021

Monday 29 March - Friday 9 April
Summer Term 2021

Monday 12 April - Thursday 22 July
Half Term 2021

Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June

CPD Days
Wednesday 2 September 2020
Thursday 3 September 2020

Friday 2 October 2020
Monday 4 January 2021
Wednesday 21 July 2021
Thursday 22 July 2021

Please note that the school is  
closed to students on all CPD days, 

unless a member of staff has  
asked students to attend. 

I am Mrs Young, the parental and student contact in relation to all income to the 
school.
We use an online payment system, ParentPay for administration of the school income, 
especially in these current times.  We would like to keep the students and ourselves 
as safe as possible so encourage everyone to use this method for paying for school 
meals and any equipment needed. Please note that school meals are the only item 
that can still be paid via cash machines in the Café. However, we are aware of a small 
number of people where this is not possible and in exceptional circumstances we ask 
that you provide an exact value cheque (payable to Birchwood High School) as we no 
longer would like to handle cash in these current times (finance envelopes are  
available from the finance office).  All income received by cheque will be entered onto 
the ParentPay system.  This will only be for a minority of students.  

The student finance office opening times are as follows and we ask students to not 
leave envelopes on the desk:
8:30 - 8:45am (before school)
10:50 - 11:20am (during morning break)
If you require ParentPay log in details or have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me via email: jyoung@birchwoodhigh.org.uk

FINANCE

RED BOX AVAILABLE IN RECEPTION

We have a “Red Box” available to all students if they require free period 
products. Having access to free period products in school can have a 
huge impact on a young person’s ability to participate in their education 
and therefore to reach their full potential. For some, this scheme could 
even mean the difference between attending school or staying at home 
when they have their period. That’s why we have now teamed up with 
Free Periods to urge every school and college in England to sign up 
to the Government’s new scheme.  This is an amazing opportunity to 
achieve greater equality in our education system. Mrs Cook, Reception.

Mrs Cook, Reception

WANTED OLD 
JEANS

Once again our Year 8  
textiles technology students 

are up-cycling unwanted  
denim jeans into new  

products they have designed.  
They would be very grateful 

for any extra donations.

If you have any unwanted 
denim jeans please bring 

them to C3 where they will be 
gratefully received. 

Mrs Reynolds, Textiles

European  
Languages Day

European Day of Languages is on 
26 September every year (Saturday 
this year) and since we were unable 

to celebrate with our usual languages 
celebration fayre at lunchtime, we  

celebrated on Friday 25 September 
with a Virtual European Day. During 
form time students were able to take 
part in an interactive Escape Room 

and were encouraged to converse in 
different languages. Watch this space 

for next year’s event! 

Miss Roderick, Head of MFL



Black History Month at  
Birchwood

The UK’s first Black History Month events were celebrated in October 1987. 
Thirty-three years later, Birchwood is celebrating its first Black History Month.

For the six years that I have been at Birchwood, Black History Month has never 
been much more than a PowerPoint presentation. This year, however, it is  
inspiring to see that this has changed. A competition at the end of September 
to find the school’s Black History Month logo prompted responses from Year 
7 to 13, with the winning design being from Aime Smith in Year 10. Virtual live 
talks were held in the hall by guest speakers Michelle de Graaf and Aaron  
Moseley, speaking about their experiences in the aviation industry, and Geor-
gia  
Thompson, civil engineer and founder of D-VERS-TY. Posters featuring  
inspirational black historical figures have been displayed across the school 
site and students have watched TED talks during form time on the theme of 
empowerment and black history.

Our history is something that we, as a society, guard closely; it is our past, our 
story, our identity. However, it is undoubtable that we are selective in what we 
treat as our history, and therefore what we identify with. The dangerous  
implications of this have been seen even in Bishop’s Stortford. During the  
summer, I was involved in the campaign to rename what is now the town’s 
‘South Mill Arts Centre’, previously named after the racist imperialist, Cecil 
Rhodes.  
Believing that he was a member of the ‘first race in the world’, Rhodes  
furthered his white supremacist beliefs to the admiration of none other than  

Hitler in his own Rhodesia, giving him the title of being the ‘architect of  
apartheid.’ Clearly, such a man is no figure to name an arts centre after. I was often accused of wanting to ‘ignore our  
history’. In fact, the complete opposite is true. I want to open it up, to educate and acknowledge our past, to properly  
educate about figures whose unquestioned glorification has brought the anger seen in the toppling of the slave-trader 
Edward Colston’s statue. I want to see education about the contribution of minorities to our history, to create that  
environment where we can explore our identity and see the wide variety of people and cultures that have influenced it.

A dangerous view exists that black history is limited to little more than the US Civil Rights Movement and the Transatlantic 
Slave Trade. Yet black history goes much further back than that; from the Roman North African soldiers that guarded  
Hadrian’s Wall almost two millennia ago, to John Blanke, trumpeter to Henry VIII, or Olaudah Equiano, pioneer of the 
cause to abolish the slave trade, to the UK’s own Civil Rights Movement in the Bristol Bus Boycott. Clearly that black  
history, is not just Nelson Mandela and Martin Luther King; black people have not just been present in our history, but 
have formed and shaped an integral part of it, throughout our story as a society.

Even in our own town of Bishop’s Stortford this is evident. Born a slave and brought to England in 1750, after finding his 
freedom, Francis Barber worked for Samuel Johnson, the writer of the first English dictionary, eventually inheriting money, 
property and his archive and writings after his death. Between this, he was educated in Bishop’s Stortford, in buildings 
which are now part of Hockerill School, as a free, educated black man. Black history is woven and present in our history 
because it is our history.

It has been argued by some that Black History Month ignores the equally immense contribution to British society that 
people of other minority groups have made, by qualifying that it should be Black History Month we celebrate, denying this 
platform to those of other ethnicities. However, this is clearly not the aim of Black History Month. When, in the 1960s, ‘to 
let’ signs were put up in windows with the condition of ‘No Black, No Dogs, No Irish’, they didn’t mean to say that Asians 
would be met with open arms. ‘Black’ meant ‘other’, and it was against this racist backdrop that Black History Month was 
first celebrated in this country. Of course, we should celebrate the history of all cultures, and of all backgrounds, but we 
equally cannot deny that the experiences and struggles that different ethnic minorities face do vary. The history, culture, 
and contribution of these other groups should be celebrated, as we should celebrate variety in our society; South Asian 
Heritage Month, for example, starts on 18 July, the date that the Indian Independence Act of 1947 gained royal assent. 
We should not celebrate that any less than we celebrate Black History Month.

Lukas being interviewed by ITN

Of course, we should never limit the teaching of the history and 
achievements of Equiano or Mandela to October, nor should we 
only learn about Dadabhai Naoroji, the first British-Indian MP, or 
Cornelia Sorabji, the first woman to study law at Oxford University, 
as a token gesture solely in July and August. 

The key to this problem is that ‘black history’, or ‘asian history’ is still 
not seen as equal; it still is separated from ‘history’, or rather, ‘white 
history’. As long as there is this separation, this view that ‘black 
history’ is inferior to ‘history’ overall, we will continue to fight racism 
and ignorance of our history. We must come to understand the  
various cultures and histories that have enriched our shared  
history, and Black History Month can be the start of that  
understanding. Every person’s history, every person’s identity is 
significant, and benefits us all. We can create a better, more equal 
society where we acknowledge this through education, by educating 
ourselves, and through the school system. 

We should therefore be proud to celebrate black history, not just this 
October, but throughout the year, for black history is our  
history. Our history is our identity, it is who we are.

Recommended Further Reading 
• Subject-specific posters have been put up around school  

faculties, created by Mr Morton, featuring inspiring figures from 
BAME backgrounds, they are worth a read and further  
research. 

• Books, such as “Black and British” by the excellent David  
Olusoga, of which a new version for young people has just 
been published, “Natives by Akala”, or “The Good Immigrant” by 
Nikesh Shulka are all brilliant. 

• Fiction Books that are also fantastic include the “heavily,  
recommended, Booker Prize winning “Girl, Woman, Other by 
Berndine Evaristo. 

• “The Hate U Give” by Angie Thomas is as good a YA Novel as it 
is a movie, available on Amazon Prime. 

• The poetry of Benjamin Zephaniah and George the Poet is  
fantastic, especially a recent podcast featuring them both in  
conversation for the Guardian’s Today in Focus podcast. 

• John Agard’s great poem “Checking Out Me History”, on the 
GCSE syllabus but not taught at Birchwood, is an easy and  
accessible path to explore the concept of Black history as  
British identity. 

• The fight for racial justice goes on; there remain countless  
petitions to sign, resources to learn from, and causes to  
support, which can be found through a search for ‘BLM  
Resources UK’ or similar.

Lukas Ruediger, Year 13

Black History Month  
Logo Competition 

 
Thank you to everyone who entered the Black 

History Month logo competition. We were blown 
away by the quality of your entries and your hard 

work is hugely appreciated.   
 

The results are as follows…
1st place: Aime Smith 

2nd place: Vadim Eropolov
3rd place: Hannah Ingram 

We will be creating a display of all entrants work 
in the library. Thank you all who entered for  

producing such excellent work!

Olivia Hamilton helping Lukas at the protest to 
rename the South Mill Art Centre



Students celebrate their achievements from 
lockdown with a celebration lunch
From the months of March through to July, the Birchwood school site might not have been open to everyone 
as usual, but teachers were still teaching and students were still learning, albeit from their homes. To recognise 
the hard work completed by students during this time, over 400 praise postcards were written and delivered to 
students as a way of saying well done! 

Furthermore, each faculty were asked to nominate a couple of students from each year group who  
demonstrated an outstanding and conscientious approach to their subject. These students were recently  
invited to attend a 'lockdown lunch' with their Head of Year to celebrate their excellent work and effort  
throughout a difficult time. 

Mr Noblett, Rewards Co-ordinator

Year 8   
Charlie Rowelle  8DLA English 
Zoe Lloyd-Rossi 8KMS English & Technology
Lewis Hayes  8GLG Maths
Rebecca Bedwell 8CCO Maths
Darcie Cross  8ERA Science
Charlie Booker  8CCO Science
Samantha Utley  8CPZ MFL & Geog
Anna Baros  8CSO MFL
Max Hunt  8ERA RS
Tallulah Hunt  8GLG Art
Charlie Howe  8KMS Art
Nathaniel Robinson 8DLA Music
Aimee Suttle  8DLA Music
Mary Kay  8CSO Drama
Chloe Allmark  8GLG Drama

Year 9  
Matthew Reader  9DSS English, Music & Geography 
Molly-Sue Wedgbrow 9DSS English & Art
Aaron Shaw  9SWE Maths
Aidan Hancock  9CPG Maths
Ethan Collier  9JDY Science
Molly Range  9EJS Science
Anya Seifert  9ARD MFL
Kieran Van De Noort 9SWE MFL
Oliver Wilding  9MCN RS
Finley Tritton  9DSS History 
Daniel Howe  9DSS Technology 
Gabriella Crowland 9SWE Art
Molly Range  9EJS Music
Stanley Long  9ARD Music
Kyle Forbes  9DSS Drama
Lucy Sherwood  9DSS Drama

Year 10   
Oliver Fach    10EVN English 
Abigail Read   10AFN English 
Poppy Braulik  10EVN Maths
Louie Ebbles  10AFN Maths
Charlie Harvey  10CLE Science
Alexia Popa  10AFN Science
Katrina Zune  10AOE MFL
Phoebe Corner  10AOE MFL & Drama
Mackenzie Lewin 10AFN Geography
Seb Fegan  10LCY History 
Maddie Jennings 10RGD Technology 
Stanley Forbes  10EVN Technology 
Joseph Haslam  10LCY Art 
Abigail Read  10AFN Art 
Isabelle Ramsay 10RGD Music
Ella Parkes  10RGD Dance
Megan Palman  10RGD Dance
Aime Smith  10MAS Drama
William Gilbank   10HPN PE
Madeleine Gilbank  10HPN PE

Year 11 
Nathan Leete   11MGN English 
Andra Stocia  11ZBR English 
Amelia Dean  11MGN Maths
Kieran Walden  11IDR Maths
Todd Kitteridge  11MGN Science
Millie Wooderson 11MLY Science
Tabitha Gray  11SCD MFL
Patrick Bowyer  11MLY Geography
Ellie Gibson  11IDR RS
Adam Tyler  11MLY History 
Nyah Warner  11MGN Technology 
Ella Morley  11GBN Technology 
Matt Morris-Prieto 11MGN Technology 
Abbie Pinnington 11ZBR Art 
Josh Crosby  11ZBR Art 

Year 12 &13   
Abigail Child  12ROS Science
Alex Sawyer  12LTT Science
Daniel Fielding   13ABT English 
Emily Kennedy   13CHI English 
Abigail Kinch   13EDH English & MFL
Eloise Churchman  13MSR English 
Rafal Kliber  13MSR Maths
Matt Davidson  13EDH Maths
Fraser Willmott  13MSR Science & Technology 
Emily Robson  13MSR Science
Emily Port  13CHI MFL
Charlie Wood  13EDH Geography 
Ollie Markham  13ABT RS
Eleanor Poole  13CHI Technology 
Kayleigh Wheaver 13CHI Social Sciences
Kristina Kase  13MSR Social Sciences
Emma Oakes  13MSR Art
Alexandra Pocknell 13MSR Art
Molly Barrett  13ABT Drama
Emily Kennedy  13CHI Drama
Matt Davidson   13EDH PE
Adam Pearce  13LPT PE
Jaden Connor  13ABT PE
Hope Wright  13LPT PE



Student of the Month Awards

Oliver Simons 
Year 10 

PLC student of the month

Alex Bond 
Year 8 

PE student of the month 

Charlie Rowelle 
Year 8 

English student of the month 

Harrison Pickard 
Year 9 

Geography student of the month 

Ellie Gibson
Year 11

Historian of the Month

Abigail Sear
Year 9

Religious Studies student of the month

Rojin Kaya
Year 9

Technologist of the month
 

Priya Sandhu
Year 8

Mathematician of the month

Mihaela Panturoiu 
Year 11

Scientist of the month

Rosie May 
Year 9 

Artist of the month
 

Ellie Woollard 
Year 12 

Linguist of the Month

Severin Fleet 
Year 9

Performer of the month

Evie McPherson
Year 8 

Chef of the month

Mitchell Leon  
Year 9 

Construction student of the month

Joel Mutter 
Year 11 

Business student of the month
 

Dylan Otchere 
Year 9 

IT student of the month

Ava Warwick
Year 12 

Dancer of the month

Logan Reid 
Year 7 

Musician of the month

Claudia-Jane Savage
Year 12

Social Sciences
 

Samuel Winder  
Year 11

Media student of the month

Lauren Gore
Year 10

Statistician of the month

The 'Student of the Month' award honours students who have made very impressive progress in 
particular faculties.  Each faculty is only allowed to nominate two students in each year group per half 

term and who gets nominated is always the subject of much conversation and debate!  As you can 
imagine, there are always many names that could potentially be chosen and so the final list is based 
on a really hard decision. Therefore, everyone on the list deserves a huge amount of credit that their  

efforts and achievements have been recognised in this way.
Mr Stopps, Deputy Principal

House
Welcome to our new House captain team for 2020/21

Head of House Captains  
are Charlie Boom and Jaden Connor

Hadham 
Ricardo Pacheco

Emily Watkins 
Eudon Lee 
Ellyn Seath 

Ellie Waskett

Dane
Molly Green

Lauren Jones
Jorja O’Grady

Waytemore
Ellie Woollard

Stort
Jaden Connor
Charlie Boom

Connor Woods
Ashley Flello
Niamh Payne

Last year we raised £5,643.03 for 
the following charities:
International charity – Sparkle 
Malawi 
National – The Firefighters Charity 
Local - Essex and Herts Air  
Ambulance
We have decided to raise funds for 
the same charities again this year, 
as our fund raising efforts were cut 
short due to lockdown.

The winners of the house cup for  
2019-2020 are Hadham. Well done to 
everyone who contributed with 
their house points and  
time fundraising.

Current points for all Houses 
are as follows:
1st Place - Hadham - 6010   
2nd Place - Stort -  6003 
3rd Place - Dane - 5918
4th Place - Waytemore - 5217

We are running an Autumn Photography 
House Competition 

Every entry will receive 50 house points and the winner will receive 250 house 
points! 
• Deadline is Friday 6 November 2020 at 3pm.
• All the students have to do is take an autumnal scenic picture from the local    

area and send it to the House email account house@birchwoodhigh.org.uk. 
• They will need to say their name, form and house on the email please. 
• There will be a Year 7 winner and a Year 8 winner.



 

DON’T FORGET you can help us raise funds via
TheGivingMachine

If you are a regular online shopper you can  
generate free donations to our school at no extra cost to you 

every time you shop via TheGivingMachine.  
 

Please have a look online www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and 
search for Birchwood High School.

Why not follow us on .....Facebook 
We have a Facebook page where you can keep up to 

date with events and meetings. Please follow us at  
Birchwood Parents Staff and Friends Association (PSFA)  

Birchwood Futures Foundation Fund
A big thank you to everyone who has donated to the Fund so far. The purpose of the Birchwood Futures Foundation 
Fund is to help raise additional financial resources to enhance students’ educational experience whilst at Birchwood High 
School. With your support the PSFA is hoping to play a significant role in helping to keep Birchwood a well-resourced 
school with opportunities for all students.
There are now two ways to make a donation to the Birchwood Futures Foundation. Either by ParentPay or via Virgin 
Money Giving, details of which can be found on the Birchwood PSFA Page of the school website. As a registered charity, 
Virgin Money Giving is the easiest way for us claim Gift Aid, which means that if you are a UK tax payer you are able to 
boost your donation by 25p for every £1 you donate. Donations of any value are voluntary and collectively will make a 
huge difference for the School.

Birchwood Bonus Ball
Thank you to everyone who has already signed up to take 
part in our Birchwood Bonus Ball for this academic year, 
we are very pleased to announce that the monthly prize is 
£100. 
Congratulations to Sarah Williams who was the winner of 
the September draw. Ball 36 was drawn by Dr Ingate.
The Birchwood Bonus Ball is a raffle style club, with upto 
five numbers available to purchase per person, per  
subscription period. If you would like to take part by  
purchasing one or more numbers, please email  
treasurerbwpsfa@gmail.com confirming your name and 
contact telephone details. Monday 26 October is the closing 
date for subscriptions to be included in the monthly draw. 
Full terms and conditions of the Birchwood Bonus Ball Club 
can be found on the PSFA page of the school’s website.
 
Second Hand Uniform and Textbooks
If you are replacing items of school uniform and the old 
items are still in fairly good condition, please consider  
donating good condition items of second hand uniform to 
the PSFA. Please drop off clean items of uniform to our 
Reception. If you would like to make a purchase of second 
hand uniform, please email birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com.We 
are trialling a second hand textbook stall so if you have any 
textbooks you would like to donate these can be dropped 
off to Reception.

PSFA Date For Your Diary
Christmas Wreath Making Workshop, Wednesday 25  
November 2020, 7pm – 9.30pm
Wendy Gordon of Well Bean Gardening will be running 
a Christmas wreath making workshop in the BDC on the 
evening of Wednesday 25 November. Spaces are limited to 
five people and if there is popular demand, Wendy will look 
at running extra workshops. The price is £35 per person 
which includes all foliage and equipment, a glass of  
Prosecco and a mince pie. The workshop will start at 7pm 
and last approximately two and a half hours. Tickets are  
available now so please book early to avoid  
disappointment.

William Rose, Year 11 has 
achieved a Guinness World  
Record for building a model 
tank he built from an estimated 
13,000 K’nex pieces.
To secure his place as the  
builder of the world’s largest 
moving K’nex vehicle, William 
had to make sure his tank was 
able to complete a five metre 
journey. The whole event was 
videoed in front of two witnesses 
and then sent to Guinness  
Records via video. They   
verified the world record and 
William will hopefully  
receive his certificate soon.
The tank measured an  
impressive 4.2metres (14ft). 
Thank you to everyone who  
donated K’nex to William, he 
was really grateful.

Book Reviews from the Librarians.....
Clockwork Angel, by Cassandra Clare

Set in Victorian England, this novel by Cassandra Clare explores the shadowhunter universe that some of you 
may have encountered in her most famous series, ‘The Mortal Instruments’. It is full of fascinating characters, 
rich plot twists and dry humour. This book is part of the series, ‘The  
Infernal Devices’ –  a supernatural fantasy. The book follows Tessa Gray 
as she arrives in London after the death of her aunt. Following a  
kidnapping, discovery of powers she didn’t know she had and a rescue by 
a strange boy who insists that ‘the handsome young fellow who’s trying 
to rescue you from a hideous fate is never wrong. Not even if he says 
the sky is purple and made of hedgehogs’, Tessa gradually finds a home 
among the  
shadowhunters - a group of people that slay the demons that stalk the 
foggy streets of London. One of the reasons I loved this book so much is 
how relatable I found the characters. For those with a love of music, there 
is Jem; for those with a love of reading, there is Tessa and Will; for those 
with a love of crazy, distracted inventers, there is Henry; and for those 
with a love of confusing, intricate characters, there is Jessamine. I  
strongly recommend you read this book, this series, and, in fact, all the 
books by Cassandra Clare that are set in this universe, because they are 
well written, engaging and interesting. I delighted in reading about these 
three-dimensional characters in an unputdownable blend of action and 
romance. 

Jessica Newton, Library Assistant

Birchwood’s World Record Breaker!



On Monday 5 October Year 13 Drama students were finally able to perform their  
Component 1 exam pieces – originally due to be performed on 20 March! Both groups 
have worked tirelessly to create imaginative and sophisticated devised performance 
work; using their own ideas, research and shaping the style of the performance with  
specific theatre practitioners in mind. It was an odd experience to perform with no  
audience – due to COVID guidelines – but the students coped so well and truly gave the 
performance of their lives! I could not be more proud. A big thank you to Mr Morton for 
coming to support the performance work – our Drama groupie and all round supportive 
colleague! 

Mrs Hassani, Head of Drama

Drama Ambassors
I would like to congratulate all those who applied to become a Drama  
Ambassador! The student's applications showed a great level of passion for 
Drama and such a willingness to contribute to and support the department. One 
student wrote: "The bond created between people in the world of performance at 
Birchwood is a treasured experience. There is always trust and respect between 
everyone involved and I believe that more people should experience this safe 
place where people can feel able to challenge themselves."
Students attended an interview and workshop where they demonstrated the  
ability to lead and follow one another and work as a team. I am confident that 
when KS3 Drama Club is up and running, these students will be highly effective 
in providing enriching experiences for younger students. When we have wider 
school events these students will be ambassadors for the Drama Department 
and be able to speak to prospective Year 7 and potential Drama GCSE students 
about their experiences and about what makes Drama great at Birchwood.  
Congratulations to you all. Mrs Hassani, Head of Drama

Dance Club
From coming to the Open Evening at Birchwood when I was in Year 6, was when I 
watched the Dance club and met the Dance teacher that I got really excited and couldn’t 
wait to start in Year 7!
We have now had three dance club sessions and I have loved it so far. All of the girls 
who have joined have gelled really well and all seem lovely. Miss Adams and the Year 11 
students have been wonderful and really welcoming. They have put us all at ease and I 
am really excited to see what they will teach us next. I am also really looking forward to 
seeing what opportunities Dance club has for us, as I understand that in previous years 
the students were able to go abroad and also danced at the Royal Albert Hall. I have been 
dancing since I was three years old and currently attend a dance club (Dance Scene). 
Dance is my passion and I have no doubt that the Dance part at Birchwood will help me 
develop my Dance skills.

By Megan Allin (7RLY)

Drama Ambassador Captains: 
Poppy Pressland 
Evie Price 
Macey Alford 
Jorja O’Grady 
Kitty Hermit 
Ruby-Willow Sudbury 
Drama Ambassador Vice Captains: 
Emily McNie 

Jaiya McCormick 
Aime Smith 
Phoebe Corner 
Danielle Smith 
Drama Ambassadors:
Elsie Devereux 
Mollitta Sturrock 
Anna Cordell  
India Purton

Virtual Summer  
Exhibition

During the dark days of the Pandemic 
lockdown the Birchwood Art  

department tried to brighten everyone’s 
day by getting creative!

Students, parents, staff and friends of 
Birchwood High school were invited to 

submit a piece of art, craft or  
design to the Birchwood Virtual  

Summer Exhibition 2020 and the  
response was fantastic!

The entries were wide ranging from 
traditional painting, photographic  

pastiche of famous artworks, crochet, 
and digital submission and more. 

All were exhibited on the Birchwood 
website and the feedback was very 
positive, regular comments included 

how the making had been therapeutic 
and the viewing of the exhibition had 

brightened dark days.
Miss Morrison, the Head of Art  

commented ‘I am so pleased at the 
response from both students and  

parents and I am impressed at how 
many talented staff we have in the 
school! The exhibition was such a 

sucess we plan to make it an annual 
event’. 

To conclude the exhibition viewers 
were invited to vote for their favourite 

and the results were:
1st place

Rebecca Smith (Year 12)  
for Omo Valley Boy

2nd place
Tracey Pinnington (Parent)  

for Hope

3rd place
Hannah Nicholls (Year 9)  

for Rain Dance

Congratulations to Rebecca, Tracey 
and Hannah for the public vote and 

many thanks to all who were involved, 
and we hope you will submit work for 

exhibition again next year.
Miss Morrison, Head of Art

Music Lessons
Birchwood's Music department are very pleased to announce that 

our instrumental and singing teachers are back and teaching  
during the school day. Our Herts Music Service staff are working 

hard to provide Music lessons in a Covid safe way in school.   
Research consistently shows that learning an instrument can be a 
great way to improve brain power in addition to being a lot of fun.  
If you are interested in taking up Music lessons at Birchwood then 
please contact Mr Grogan - mgrogan@birchwoodhigh.org.uk. We 

can provide lessons on all the main instruments and singing  
including - guitar, drums, keyboards, flute, clarinet, saxophone, 

trumpet, trombone, violin and cello and still have space  
available.  We are particularly keen to encourage students to take 
up the trumpet and we have a number of beginners 'PBone' trum-
pets that can be loaned to students. Information on lessons can 

also be found on Birchwood's website.
Mr Grogan, Head of Music

1st place
Rebecca Smith (Year 12)  

for Omo Valley Boy

2nd place
Tracey Pinnington (Parent) 

3rd place
Hannah Nicholls (Year 9)  

for Rain Dance



Striving for Excellence in Careers
On Tuesday 29 September the school underwent the Quality in Careers Assessment; an external 
evaluation of our careers work at Birchwood.  

We have been graded as ‘fully meeting’ the organisational section of the award and ‘making good 
progress towards’ delivery and evaluation.  In her report the Assessor commented: 
“Birchwood has a strongly embedded structure for delivering careers and is on course to become a 
school with a very strong careers ethos.”

The assessment process has been a really useful exercise in showing how far the school has come 
over the past three years and highlighting what we can do to improve even further. We are  
determined to prepare our students as best we can for the ever changing employment landscape that 
lies beyond the school gates and will continue to strive towards that goal.

If you would like to know more about the careers programme at Birchwood take a look at the careers 
pages on the school website - https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/students/advice-guidance/ 
high-school-careers/

Mrs Crimes, CEIAG Lead



LIBF Scholarships
As a result of their strong performances in the Certificate in Financial Studies, 
Samia Rashid and Paige Roberts in Year 13 (pictured right) have each secured 
a scholarship worth £500 from the London Institute of Banking and Finance 
towards one of the Institute's degree programmes. Congratulations, girls!

Three of last year's Year 13 students have also been awarded the same  
scholarship for their performances in the Diploma in Financial Studies: Nayeem 
Kadir, Mya Gooding-Springer and Brett Lacy. Well done to everyone!

Mr Levey, Head of Social Sciences

Year 13 student helps his 
friend raise funds for the 
Childhood Trust
When I heard that my friend Peter was going to go on a two week walk to  
Scotland whilst continually listening to the Proclaimers “I’m Gonna Be” to raise 
funds for disadvantage kids in London, I immediately offered to join him for 
a days' worth walk to Cambridge, as I felt he was doing the walk for such a 
good cause. After all, we hadn’t seen each other for over six months due to the 
Coronavirus lockdown and walking with him for eight hours straight was the 
perfect way to catch up. Even though I was only joining him for 1-days' worth 
of walking, I still feel I helped play a part in the fundraiser as well as giving him 
good company along the way.  

Although the whole time we had the sound of The Proclaimers: ‘I’m Gonna Be’ 
ringing in our ears via a speaker Peter had brought with him, the walk was still 
a great experience. As we left his house, Peter was greeted by his  
neighbours and his local community clapping at the front of their houses for 
him; it was great to see the amount of support he had. After a long eight hour 
walk of having turns of carrying his heavy bag, and getting unusual looks to 
constantly playing ‘I’m Gonna Be’ by The Proclaimers the whole time, we finally 
reached Cambridge, where we went our separate ways and I wished Peter the 
best of luck for the next 13 days of his journey. 

After he successfully finished his walk 
on the 29 August after two long weeks, 
it was great to see the amount of  
support he had received along the way  
after managing to raise over £7,500 
when he had initially set a target of 
£3,000. It was very satisfying knowing I 
helped play a part in it, and although it 
was only one day, I wish to never hear 
the song ‘I’m Gonna Be’ ever again. 

https://www.justgiving.com/ 
crowdfunding/peter-weirpage 

So far my friend has raised an  
impressive £7,651 for the childhood 
trust.

George Moylette, Year 13

Congratulations to Eleanor

My lockdown mood was certainly 
lifted when I received an email from 
Dr Roy Booth of The Royal Holloway 
University, informing me that a former 
Birchwood Drama student, Eleanor 

Rutter, had just graduated with a first 
in English and Drama. Eleanor asked 

that this news, and her thanks, be 
passed on to two of her teachers, Mrs. 
Hassani and Ms. Bowman, who taught 
her Drama. While Eleanor had good 

marks across her grid, her Drama side 
marks are exceptional. Dr Booth then 
went on to add general thanks of his 
own for sending them a student of 

such promise and so well established 
in her degree subject by the teaching 

she had.
 

How lovely to think that those who 
leave Birchwood are humble and 

grateful enough to give such thanks 
and also that the foundation knowledge 

we provide our students can make 
such a difference to their progress in 

higher education settings. Eleanor was 
an absolute credit to the school and 
we wish her lots of luck as she now 

undertakes a Masters Degree at Royal 
Holloway.

Mrs Hassani, Head of Drama




