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Congratulations to the following  
students who won the Christmas Card 
Competition. Chloe and Cassidy were 
joint winners both receiving a selection 
of printed cards with their designs on 
them plus Amazon vouchers and House 
points. The runners up also received 
Amazon vouchers and House points. 
Miss Morrison, Head of Art,  
congratulated all the students who took 
part saying "all the entries were of a 
very high standard. It proved a very 
difficult decision coming to the final 
selection. I am always glad that the final 
decision is made by Dr Ingate and the 
Senior Leadership Team!”
Chloe McCreary (joint 1st)
Cassidy Anten (joint 1st)
Evie Newman (Second)
Isabelle Ramsay (Third)

Thank you to Waitrose
A massive thank you to Waitrose and, in 
particular, Tracy Whitfield for their  
generosity in preparing some  
wonderful Christmas movie night  
hampers for Birchwood Young Carers. 
Waitrose Community Matters has  
always been very supportive of our 
young people and for Birchwood Young 
Carers to be the recipient of such a kind 
gesture at the end of a year which has 
been very strange and challenging, is 
hugely appreciated.
Mr Harlow, Young Carers
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DATES 
FOR YOUR  

DIARY 
Friday 18 December -  

whole school finishes at 1.30pm 

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January - Friday 26 March

Half Term 2021
Monday 15 February -  

Friday 19 February

Easter 2021
Monday 29 March - Friday 9 April

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - Thursday 22 July

Half Term 2021
Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June

CPD Days
Monday 4 January 2021
Wednesday 21 July 2021 
Thursday 22 July 2021

Please note that the school is  
closed to students on all CPD days, 

unless a member of staff has  
asked students to attend. 

I am Mrs Young, the parental and student contact in relation to all income to the 
school.
We use an online payment system, ParentPay for administration of the school income, 
especially in these current times.  We would like to keep the students and ourselves 
as safe as possible so encourage everyone to use this method for paying for school 
meals and any equipment needed. Please note that school meals are the only item 
that can still be paid via a cash machine in the Café. However, we are aware of a 
small number of people where this is not possible and in exceptional circumstances 
we ask that you provide an exact value cheque (payable to Birchwood High School) as 
we no longer would like to handle cash in these current times (finance envelopes are  
available from the finance office).  All income received by cheque will be entered onto 
the ParentPay system.  This will only be for a minority of students.  

The student finance office opening times are as follows and we ask students to not 
leave envelopes on the desk:
8:30 - 8:45am (before school)
10:50 - 11:20am (during morning break)
If you require ParentPay log in details or have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me via email: jyoung@birchwoodhigh.org.uk

FINANCE
Christmas Lunch
Thank you to the Café team for 
managing to provide  
Christmas Lunch to the whole 
school over the week 
commencing the 7 December.  
We don’t think they will want 
turkey for Christmas!!!

Calling all card crafters
Can you help our Alumni student  
Kate Callaghan?
Katie is looking for handmade card donations, so she can expand the 
amount of hospital patients she can support. Katie founded Cards for 
Bravery, age 13 and she has distributed over 10,000 cards to date. Last 
year she won Young Person of Courage at the Indies Community Awards. 
If you would like to help Katie please see the information below  
regarding the making of the cards. Cards can be left on the table outside 
the Finance Office.

General Information on making cards .....
Who can make cards? Anyone and everyone can! 

Making cards for hospitalised and seriously ill children is a simple yet very 
fun and creative way to make a difference. People of all ages and artistic 
abilities can create cards. We have even had two year olds make cards 
for us, so there is definitely no age limit or artistic ability needed. 
 
Where do the cards go? What happens after I have sent them in? Our 
cards go to a range of different hospitals in the UK, as well as children 
who are unwell but being cared for at home or in a hospice. Making cards 
is simple and can take a matter of minutes, yet the impact is huge. When 
a child receives your card, the aim is to brighten their day and help them 
remain positive as well as remind them someone is thinking of them. We 
also distribute some cards to geriatric wards. Elders often do not have 
many visitors whilst in hospital and they love the cards they receive!  
Remember the key tips: • Do not write “Get Well Soon” on the cards – 
positive messages only! • Make sure all cards are handmade • Please 
avoid religious references • Sign the cards “Cards for Bravery”, you can 
put your name on the back if wanted • Most importantly – get CREATIVE 
and have FUN. (Please note Katie is not looking for Christmas cards). 
www.cardsforbravery.com

As part of the PSHCE sessions, which 
ran the week commencing 7  
December our Sixth Form students 
took part in a road safety campaign in  
conjunction with the Safe Drive Stay 
alive campaign incorporating our local 
fire station, ambulance service and 
police service. As part of this campaign 
the local fire officers brought in a  
vehicle that had been involved in a 
collision. Safe Drive Stay Alive was 
launched in 2013 by emergency  
services to help reduce the number 
of young people killed and seriously 
injured on our roads. It aims to educate 
young drivers on shared road  
responsibility and be a constant  
reminder that actions not only affect 
your own life, but also those around 
you too.

Mr Torrance, Head of Sixth Form.

....Safe Drive Stay Alive Campaign....

A Huge Well Done Dancers
Miss Adams would like to say a HUGE well done to all Year 11 GCSE Dance students for completing their  
performance exam which was on the 9 December. All students did a remarkable job. Not only were their  

performances to such a high standard, but the way they conducted themselves on the day really was  
outstanding. Dancing has been rather tough with restrictions in place, but these students did not let it phase 

them and gave 100%. GO DANCERS! 
Miss Adams, Head of Dance



HEADLINES
Looking back on this term, the standout feature for me is how  
teachers and support staff had really missed the students during the 
March-July lockdown and equally how students had missed coming 
to school, the routine, seeing their friends and learning in a non- 
virtual world.  It has not been easy managing a school with 1400 
students and 150 members of staff amidst a global  
pandemic but there have been a lot of pluses – most notably the 
brilliant teamwork from all members of staff and really positive  
attitudes to catch up with lost learning from students.  

We are not ‘out of the woods’ yet so we will exercise caution for 
the Spring Term, and hope that the mass roll out of the  
vaccination programme ensures that the most vulnerable people 
in society are kept safe.  

Our Chair of Governors, Mark Stocker, ended his term of office recently after eight years 
at the helm.  Mark told me that he hoped his legacy would be that Birchwood is now in a strong  
position to build for the future and that he was proud of the fact that our ethos has remained  
undiminished – to provide an excellent all-round education for local students regardless of  
background or ability.   I would certainly agree with this viewpoint.  Catherine Gater is now Chair of 
Governors having been Vice Chair, and there is a pen portrait below.  Our Governors are certainly a 
hard-working and talented group who give up a lot of their free time to support the school.

I have been a governor at Birchwood since 2016 and both my children have attended the school. I 
am a great admirer of the inclusive ethos of the Birchwood community and I have a particular  
interest in science and SEND. Previously Vice Chair, I am delighted and honoured to step into the 
role of Chair to build on the excellent work of our outgoing Chair, Mark Stocker. I look forward to 
working with our strong team of governors and senior leaders.

My background is in science and I studied at St 
Catherine’s College, Oxford, followed by Imperial 
College, London. I have worked for several years in 
large international facilities and in the public sector, 
including CERN, the European Bioinformatics  
Institute, the Science Museum and the British  
Library.  I currently specialise in diversity and  
inclusion projects. I am an enthusiastic (if very 
slow) runner and recently took part in the virtual 
London Marathon, and I am also a keen knitter and 
blogger.

I have been impressed with the way our students 
have wanted to engage in seasonal events like our 
excellent Xmas Card Competition and helping with 
charitable causes such as our amazing food bank 
collection to help local families who are struggling 
financially (see photo above).   Students have also 
been actively involved in wider social issues such 
as Black Lives Matter and a commitment to 2021 to 
reduce our carbon footprint and become a ‘greener’ 
school.  

On top of all this, Birchwood to New York’s zero ‘carbon-free journey’ continues. We’re already  
half-way through our London to NYC Challenge!  As of 8 December, students, staff and PSFA  
members have run, walked and cycled a fantastic 3,246 km!    The challenge was started originally to 
encourage Birchwood High School’s community to keep active and healthy, two things we know are 
of great importance.  Regular runners and casual walkers alike have all been getting involved with 
this challenge, and we are so proud of everyone who has gotten involved so far.    But the challenge 
is still ongoing! Our goal is to get to a collective distance of 5,567 km by Christmas, so we still have 
two more weeks to make it. It’s not too late to join. Just set up a free Strava account and join our 
Strava club at https://www.strava.com/clubs/790603/ to start contributing to the kilometers! Simply 
record your runs, walks (logged as a run to track the mileage correctly) or cycle rides on the app. 

 
Student leadership was seen as a great strength of the school in the 2019 Ofsted inspection and 
I would concur with this – they certainly keep me on my toes!  The general consensus is that the 
Autumn Term has gone well, all things considered.  They liked the fact that there had been no drastic 
changes of plan and generally, students felt safe and knew the rules. Students present thought that 
their teachers had worked really hard too and it was much better being at school – even with  
facemasks – than working from home.

Finally, can I say a big thank you to parents, coping with your own family pressures whilst supporting 
your child in terms of coming to school each day and completing any homework set.  The fact that  
average attendance has been 94% compared to Hertfordshire’s 87% average shows that our  
students want to come to school despite the continuing disruption caused by Covid19.

Stay safe! Have a good Christmas and a safe New Year!

Dr Ingate, Principal 



House
Head of House Captains  

are Charlie Boom and Jaden Connor
Hadham 

Ricardo Pacheco
Emily Watkins 

Eudon Lee 
Ellyn Seath 

Ellie Waskett

Dane
Molly Green

Lauren Jones
Jorja O’Grady

Waytemore
Ellie Woollard

 

Stort
Jaden Connor
Charlie Boom

Connor Woods
Ashley Flello
Niamh Payne

This year, we have been getting into the Christmas spirit here at Birchwood with our annual ‘decorate 
a form room’ competition. Every form entry received 250 House Points (per form) and then the  

winners will receive 1000 House Points and some edible treats! Well done to all the forms that have 
decorated their classrooms, some of the forms have excelled at making everywhere feeling very  

festive!  

9MCN came joint first with 9JDY
9MCN had lots of homemade decorations, 

snowy scene on the white board, a handmade 
fireplace and a really lovely festive smell.

9JDY went for a “Grinch” themed room which was very  
imaginative, they even went as far as decorating their form 

door.

7DPN came second with a wonderful display of handmade paper chains, snowflakes and all the judges loved 
their form door which was a christmas tree made from cut out hands.

7CPD, 9EJS, 11IDR all shared third place.

Well Done to all the Sixth Form for 
making the Sixth Block look the 
most festive it has looked for many 
of years!

Mrs Bothwell  
wins best dressed desk!!

Well Done to 11RNN for their impressive herd of reindeer 
hanging from the ceiling in their form room.



Well done to the following 
forms for completing this 
weeks Kahoot Spelling 
Bee! 
Form percentage from  
Kahoot House Points won!
RAE 100% 1000
CPD 85% 250
RLY 100% 1000
MRY 95% 250
SAS 85% 250
The two winning forms are 
7RAE and 7RLY who both 
got 100%! Fab work. 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who donated food for  
Operation Community BS.
The organisers collected three 
car loads from Birchwood and 
where extremely grateful for all 
the donations. 
Five of Birchwood’s Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Bronze Award 
students took time out from 
their weekends to help pack 
everything into bags to be 
ready for delivery to the eldery 
and vulnerable people of  
Bishop’s Stortford and  
surrounding areas.
If you need support or  
someone to talk to you can 
call this number 01279 504748 
which is open 9.00am to 
1.00pm, Monday to Friday. The 
befriending phoneline and  
welfare phoneline are open 
from 8.00am to 8.00pm, 
Monday to Sunday.

Operation  
Community BS Winter Scenic Photography Competition 

After the very popular Autumn Scenic Photography Competition we have decided to run the  
competition again, but with a focus on a winter scenic photo. So whilst you are having a much needed 
rest during the Christmas break, try to get outside during the holiday and find a good wintery picture 

to submit! 
All entries are to be sent to house@birchwoodhigh.org.uk. Students need to include their first name, 

second name, form and House onto the email in order for me to be able to allocate their House 
points. Each student is allowed one entry, and will receive 250 House points for this entry.  

This time, the winner will receive 2500 House points!  The deadline for this competition is Friday 8 
January 2021.

House

Christmas Jumper Day 



Senior Maths Challenge
Our A Level Maths students participated in the Senior UKMT Maths challenge 
in November. This was run slightly differently to usual because of the current 
circumstances. The students sat the challenge online, which consisted of some 
lively, intriguing multiple choice questions that were completed without a  
calculator. Our students all displayed critical thinking and problem solving skills 
during this challenge and many achieved scores high enough to be awarded 
certificates. Further to this, we had two students (Alex Sawyer and William 
Blakey) who managed to qualify for the next round and they both performed 
extremely well at this further challenge. 
A big well done to all the Maths students who took part - you are Maths  
superstars! 

Miss Bull, Maths

Participation
Ellie Woollard (Pictured above)
Brian Hormbrey (not pictured)

Gold
William Blakey (Left) 

Alex Sawyer – Best in School (Right)

Silver
Daisy Allman, Emily Robson,  

Rafal Kliber, Max Goodacre (Left to 
Right) and Antony Young (not pictured)

  

Bronze
William Jackson,  

Samuel Gaby, Mateusz Zawadzki

Birchwood’s  
London to  

NYC Challenge 
continues...

We're almost half way through 
December already, and over half 
way through our London to NYC 
Challenge! As of December 8th, 

students, staff and PSFA  
members have run, walked and 

cycled a fantastic 3,246 km! 
The challenge was started  

originally to encourage Birchwood 
High School’s community to keep 
active and healthy, two things we 

know are of great importance. 
Regular runners and casual  

walkers alike have all been getting 
involved with this challenge, from 
Year 7 students to Sixth Formers 
and parents, and we are so proud 

of everyone who has gotten  
involved so far. 

But the challenge is still ongoing! 
Our goal is to get to a collective 

distance of 5,567 km by  
Christmas, so we still have two 

more weeks to make it. It’s not too 
late to join. Just set up a free  
Strava account and join our  

Strava club at https://www.strava.
com/clubs/790603/ to start  

contributing to the kilometres! 
Simply record your runs, walks 

(logged as a run to track the  
mileage correctly) or cycle rides 

on the app. 

Emily Robson,  
Year 13 BBC Reporter

Information Advice and Guidance for Families
From 8 February – 13 February Loughborough University are hosting a week dedicated to providing 

information, advice and guidance for families who are looking to support their children and  
understand the journey behind researching and applying for universities.

It will include a mixture of live and online resources, ranging from ‘How to help your child choose the 
right GCSEs’ all the way to ‘How to prepare your child for university’.

Attendees will also have an opportunity to book onto a series of Q&A sessions to speak to members 
of staff and ask any further questions they may have about university and more.

https://app.geckoform.com/public/#/modern/FOEU0354pbZpVENm

Mrs Crimes, CEIAG Lead
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Christmas Virtual Music Concert
It’s been a term full of many challenges, particularly for subjects like Music which rely so much on 

coming together to perform. However, our students, as always, have risen to the challenge and have 
been rehearsing over the last few weeks (whilst keeping in bubbles and at a sensible distance) some 

Christmas Music for the end of term. Although we can’t be with you physically, we can be with you 
virtually and very much hope that our virtual concert will leave you feeling a little bit more  

Christmassy at the end of a long term. You can find highlights of the performances on our website.
https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/portfolio/birchwoods-virtual-christmas-concert-2020/

Mr Grogan, Head of Music



 

DON’T FORGET you can help us raise funds via
TheGivingMachine

If you are a regular online shopper you can  
generate free donations to our school at no extra cost to you 

every time you shop via TheGivingMachine.  
 

Please have a look online www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and 
search for Birchwood High School.

Why not follow us on .....Facebook 
We have a Facebook page where you can keep up to 

date with events and meetings. Please follow us at  
Birchwood Parents Staff and Friends Association (PSFA)  

The PSFA would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support during what has been a very surreal 
year and to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Wreath Making Workshops
Unfortunately, we had to cancel our December wreath making workshops because of the new COVID-19 restrictions. As 
an alternative to the cancelled wreath making workshops, Wendy Gordon of Well Bean Gardening is offering a limited 
number of wreath making kits for £15. These contain everything you need to make your own wreath with step-by-step  
instructions. There are some beautiful pictures from Birchwood families on our PSFA Facebook page of wreaths made 
with the kits. Wendy is also selling hand-made wreaths for £25.To make a purchase, e-mail Wendy Gordon at wendy@
wellbeangardening.com or contact her via the Well Bean Gardening Facebook page.  A donation will be made to the 
PSFA for all orders taken mentioning Birchwood.

Birchwood Bonus Ball
Congratulations to Gary Pike who was the winner of the November draw. Ball 24 was drawn by Dr Ingate. Monthly prize is 
£102.

The Birchwood Bonus Ball is a raffle style club, with up to five numbers available to purchase per person, per  
subscription period. If you would like to take part by purchasing one or more numbers, please email treasurerbwpsfa@
gmail.com confirming your name and contact telephone details. Monday 28 December is the closing date for  
subscriptions to be included in the monthly draw. Full terms and conditions of the Birchwood Bonus Ball Club can be 
found on the PSFA page of the school’s website.

The Big PTA Raffle 2020
Thank you to everyone who purchased raffle tickets for ParentKind’s Big PTA Raffle 2020. 80,000 tickets were sold in 
total, raising £120,000 for PTAs across the country. Our PSFA sold 176 tickets, raising a brilliant £264 for Birchwood. The 
first draw took place on Monday 7 December, with one draw taking place a day for 12 days. Fingers crossed for our  
Birchwood ticket holders and thank you for your support!. 

Birchwood Future Foundation Fund
Thank you to everyone who has donated so far to the Fund, every penny goes a long way to helping raise additional 
financial resources to enhance students’ educational experience whilst at Birchwood High School. With your support the 
PSFA is hoping to play a significant role in helping to keep Birchwood a well-resourced school with opportunities for all 
students. There are two ways to make a donation to the Birchwood Futures Foundation. Either by ParentPay or via Virgin 
Money Giving, details of which can be found on the Birchwood PSFA Page of the School website. As a registered charity, 
Virgin Money Giving is the easiest way for us claim Gift Aid, which means that if you are a UK tax payer you are able to 
boost your donation by 25p for every £1 you to donate. Donations of any value are voluntary and collectively will make a 
huge difference for the School.

Other ways to support the PSFA
You can support the PSFA when shopping online with Amazon Smile. Find us on there under Birchwood Parents Staff & 
Friends Association or by searching our registered charity number 1184425.  Alternatively, you can generate free  
donations to our school at no extra cost to you every time you online shop via TheGivingMachine. Please have a look  
online www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and search for Birchwood High School. If you are purchasing a Christmas tree, 
please bear us in mind! Squires of Stansted will be running their Christmas tree scheme again this year. If you mention 
Birchwood when buying a tree, they will kindly donate £5 to the PSFA. 

Second Hand Uniform 
If you are replacing items of school uniform and the old items are still in fairly good condition, please consider donating 
good condition items of second hand uniform to the PSFA. Please drop off clean items of uniform to our reception.
If you would like to make a purchase of second hand uniform, please email birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com.

AMAZON SMILE 
 

Birchwood PSFA is registered with Amazon Smile, please help us to spread the word.
AmazonSmile is a way for customers to support their favourite charitable organization every time they 

shop with Amazon. Shoppers who start at smile.amazon.com will find the same Amazon they know 
and love, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion of the price of eligible purchases to 

the charity of your choice.
Signing up is easy! 

Here's how to sign up for AmazonSmile:
1. Visit smile.amazon.com

2. Sign in with your Amazon.com credentials
3. Choose a charitable organization to receive donations, or search for the charity of your choice. 

You can find us under Birchwood Parents Staff & Friends Association or by searching our registered 
charity no: 1184425
4. Start shopping!

Turn on AmazonSmile in the Amazon Shopping app
1. Make sure you're signed up for AmazonSmile (use your web browser to visit smile.amazon.com)

2. Download or update to the latest version of the Amazon Shopping app for iOS or Android
3. Open the app and find “Settings” in the main menu

4. Tap on “AmazonSmile” and follow the on-screen instructions to turn on AmazonSmile in the app.




