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On Wednesday 11 November, at 11 o'clock, the fourth stanza from Laurence Binyon’s 
poem ‘For the fallen’ was echoed out by Finlay Clark on the Birchwood piazza. A deeply 
patriotic poem which mourns, honours, and celebrates the soldiers who died fighting in 
the ‘Great War.’ Shortly after and perfectly timed, the bell rang to announce the two 

minute silence first issued by King George V calling for “all locomotion to cease, so that, in perfect stillness, the thoughts of  
everyone may be concentrated on reverent remembrance of the glorious dead.” The silence and stillness of humanity was replaced by 
the sound of the ‘Last Post’ played by Lukas Ruediger. The ‘Last Post’ has become one of the most distinctive sounds in the world.  
Eerie and evocative, it exists beyond all the usual barriers of nation, religion, race and class, charged with the memories of  
generations of the fallen. However, it was not always like this. Its origins had nothing to do with mourning. A soldier’s day came to an 
end with the ‘First Post’, indicating that the duty officer was commencing his inspection on the perimeter of the camp. At the end of 
the inspection, the ‘Last Post’ would be sounded. But now, the ‘Last Post’ signals the end not merely of the day but of this earthly life. 
H.G Wells said this was a “peoples war” and the ‘Last Post’ became the people’s anthem. By listening to ‘The Last Post’ those who fell 
were brought to life, with their memories carried and retained within the music.    

The ideology surrounding what we should remember is so embedded in ‘social reality’ that a division between the real world and the 
ideology by which it is understood is misleading and ultimately untenable. War is a phenomenon for many of us seen only through the 
lens of a television camera or a journalist’s account of fighting in distant parts of the world. For those of us born during peacetime, all 
wars seem far removed from our daily lives. When we are young, we are told to remember and each generation that comes along will 
find that it is their duty to pass this down, bearing the responsibility of carrying memory forward. I find it unfortunate that Remembrance 
Day will inevitably alter and change as time passes. However, history is fluid and it must be accepted that how we remember today 
may not be the same as in the future, similar to how ‘The Last Post’ has significantly changed in meaning. Despite this, the history 
of the First World War and its casualties still has an emotive resonance in the consciousness of much of the modern world. Those 
who want to remember often look towards history for answers. But history does not provide answers. And how it is written about and 
interpreted is incredibly different from the events that happened. They do not change. The closest physical and emotional experience 
for some may be the discovery of wartime memorabilia in a family attic. But even such items such as photographs, uniform badges, 
medals, and diaries can seem vague and unconnected to the life of their owner. I find that to truly remember the past we must look at 
the specific stories, letters, diaries and memoirs which bring what we are attempting to remember to life. 

Lukas Ruediger played the last post 
whilst Head Boy Finlay Clark recited 
“For the Fallen...”

........continued on page 2

Remembrance Day;  
A day for mourning or 
celebrating?  
‘They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old; 

age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the morning, we 
will remember them.’ 

Laurence Binyon 
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DATES 
FOR YOUR  

DIARY 
Friday 18 December -  

whole school finishes at 1.30pm 

Spring Term 2021
Monday 4 January - Friday 26 March

Half Term 2021
Monday 15 February -  

Friday 19 February

Easter 2021
Monday 29 March - Friday 9 April

Summer Term 2021
Monday 12 April - Thursday 22 July

Half Term 2021
Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June

CPD Days
Monday 4 January 2021
Wednesday 21 July 2021 
Thursday 22 July 2021

Please note that the school is  
closed to students on all CPD days, 

unless a member of staff has  
asked students to attend. 

I am Mrs Young, the parental and student contact in relation to all income to the 
school.
We use an online payment system, ParentPay for administration of the school income, 
especially in these current times.  We would like to keep the students and ourselves 
as safe as possible so encourage everyone to use this method for paying for school 
meals and any equipment needed. Please note that school meals are the only item 
that can still be paid via a cash machine in the Café. However, we are aware of a 
small number of people where this is not possible and in exceptional circumstances 
we ask that you provide an exact value cheque (payable to Birchwood High School) as 
we no longer would like to handle cash in these current times (finance envelopes are  
available from the finance office).  All income received by cheque will be entered onto 
the ParentPay system.  This will only be for a minority of students.  

The student finance office opening times are as follows and we ask students to not 
leave envelopes on the desk:
8:30 - 8:45am (before school)
10:50 - 11:20am (during morning break)
If you require ParentPay log in details or have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me via email: jyoung@birchwoodhigh.org.uk

FINANCE
 In 1924, F.L Cassel wrote a transcription of his experience on this day: 

‘How long could this last…dull and apathetic we were lying in our dug-outs, secluded 
from life but prepared to defend ourselves whatever the cost. On 1 July, at 7:30am, the 
shout of our sentry ‘They are coming!’ tore me out of the apathy. Helmet, belt, rifle and 
up the steps. On the steps something white and bloody, in the trench a headless body…
We rushed to the ramparts, there they come, the Khaki-yellows…They advance fully 
equipped slowly to march across our bodies into the open country. Machine gun fire tears 
holes in their rows. They discover our presence, throw themselves on the ground, now 
a mass of craters, welcomed by hand grenades and gunfire, and have now to sell their 
lives themselves. With my rifle firing, I felt my right hand hit by a heavy stroke…the gun 
fell out of my hand, blood is running. I see how a British rifleman tries to throw himself out 
of reach of a hand grenade thrown by Kuhnel. In vain, it explodes, and will probably have 
finished him.’ 

If battle was traumatic for the attacker it was equally traumatic for the attacked.  
F.L Cassel was a German infantry officer at Thiepval on the first day of the Battle of the 
Somme. I have decided to use an account from a German soldier’s perspective due to 
the importance of remembering those who fell regardless of what side they were fighting 
for. We should reflect that the general perceptions of this being “our” war as historian 
Sebastian Rosato stated in his lecture for the National WW1 museum is not entirely true. 
We should reflect that many others, from India to Serbia, are remembering this war too. 
We should not only remember those who fell in our country and we should also abolish 
any hostilities still felt between the allies and the central powers which have arisen from 
films, video games and novels which still sometimes depict a good side and a bad side.  

As a historian, I often forget that the people I am studying were real. Whilst I researched 
and debated the ‘origins of the First World War’ I certainly overlooked the severity and 
seriousness of what happened, often treating the serious as trivial. The scale of such 
killing in this war is well known, but it is worth rehearsing a few figures. Altogether about 
three-quarters of a million British men died as a direct result of the First World War. This 
was utterly unprecedented in the history of war. The loss of 20,000 men on the first day 
of the Battle of the Somme exceeded the sum of all British deaths in the Boer War. Of the 
men aged 20-24 at the outbreak, over 30% were killed, and of those aged 13-19, 28% 
were to lose their lives. This scale of killing meant that nearly every household suffered at 
least one loss, and we cannot doubt that the First World War represented horror and grief 
for almost every family and every community in Europe. Thus, when I watched a lecture 
by Sean McMeekin titled ‘An Avoidable Catastrophe’ whereby he argues that it was not 
an inevitable thing that had to happen and was a result of incompetent political leaders 
commonly described as ‘Sleepwalkers’. The figures above seem exceedingly more tragic.  

This war altered every single person’s life across all countries which participated. I  
believe there are certain similarities which can be drawn between events in the First 
World War and the current climate regarding COVID–19. I do not wish to compare the 
two as there are not only serious limitations to my analogy but outright comparisons to 
the suffering and sacrifice of millions in vastly different contexts is disrespectful. However, 
aside from suffering, I have noticed a likening between the two. Economic signals from 
governments on both sides of the Atlantic are pointing to the sharpest contraction since 
the Great Depression as efforts to stem the pandemic choke off businesses and workers 
from their livelihoods. The pandemic, like war, is an enemy that is striking at national  
supply chains, and the outbreak of the pandemic, similar to the war once again, was 
brought on suddenly with little warning and continues with uncertainty. The parallels 
which can be drawn thus make remembering the events of the First World War this year 
of utmost importance.  

To answer the question posed of whether Remembrance Day is a day of mourning or 
celebration, I have found that it is neither and that it is both. The red poppy, for example, 
is not a symbol of mourning, nor one of celebration. It is a symbol of remembrance and 
hope for a peaceful future; a token of the bond between the living and the dead. 
 
However, Remembrance Day can be seen as a celebration of those who bravely fell for 
us. Those lives that we mourn. 

Daniel Fielding, Deputy Head Boy.

Last month was  
Black History Month 

As part of Black History Month 2020, 
we were exceptionally lucky to host two 

virtual talks. Whilst other activities in 
school highlighted black figures from 

history and celebrated their contribution 
to society, it also felt important to hear 
the experience of those alive today - 

not just in order to fully appreciate the 
importance of diversity within a  

workplace or school, but for students to 
see that no matter your gender,  

sexuality, skin colour, or academic 
ability - we can all make a difference in 

the world. 
Due to the restrictions in place because 
of Covid-19, we were unable to welcome 

the speakers to Birchwood itself.  
However, with a socially distanced  
audience made up of students from 

across the school, we were able to use 
Microsoft Teams to host our guests. The 

first talk was delivered by Michelle de 
Graaf and Aaron Mosely from EasyJet. 
As airline pilots, they have undergone 
intense and lengthy training to qualify 
and in their talk, they guided students 
through the process - underlining the 

importance of dedication and  
commitment to their chosen goal. 

Students had the opportunity to ask 
questions, allowing Michelle and Aaron 

to discuss in greater detail the daily 
reality of being a pilot, the seemingly 

complex nature of flying a plane, whilst 
also speaking of the thrill of doing the 

job they love. 
Our second talk was given by Georgia 

Thompson, a civil engineer and founder 
of D-VERS-TY - an organisation set-up 

to promote and improve employee  
diversity in the engineering sector. 
Georgia like Michelle and Aaron,  

explained her route into the  
profession. She spoke about how she 
had not always found school easy and 

yet had worked hard to achieve her goal 
- believing that you don't necessarily 
have to be particularly academic in  

order to fulfill your dreams and succeed. 
She expressed that diversity of thought 

was one of the key reasons why a  
business or workplace was successful, 

and that it ultimately came down to  
having a diverse range of backgrounds 

and experiences within a workforce.
It was awesome to be able to hear from 

black professionals in the modern  
workplace - particularly those who  
emphasise that an appreciation of  
diversity of experience is not just 

important but integral for people to 
be themselves and achieve their full 

potential. We are hugely grateful to the 
speakers for giving up their time to talk 
to our students and be part of our Black 

History Month celebrations.
Mr Harlow



HEADLINES
  
Keeping safe can create an inward-looking perspective so we have tried 
to ensure that we are aware of the wider issues in society this term.  It 
was sobering to hear Lukas play the Last Post on Remembrance Day. 
You could have heard a pin drop across the school as we remembered 
those who gave their lives for their country over 100 years ago and built 
the foundations for the democracy we have today.  Students have also 
fully embraced the Black Lives Matter movement and how we all need to 
work against racism and prejudice in order to have a more equal society.

With Christmas only a month away, I was very 
impressed with the quality of entries to our  
annual Christmas Card competition and  
choosing the winners was very difficult.   

 
We also have a growing Food Bank collection which will go to help those who have 
fallen on hard times exacerbated during the Covid-19 pandemic. Thank you to 
everyone for donating to this very worthy cause.

 
Birchwood also seems to be a popular choice for ITV.  Charlie Frost, ITV 
presenter returned to quiz students on their views on returning to  
full-time education. It was great to hear them talk about how they felt 
safe at school, that work was okay on-line but better in the classroom 
and how much they had enjoyed getting back into a  
routine and seeing their friends again. 

Laptop donations - When Birchwood’s PSFA Secretary and Chair of the Parent’s Council, Katie Horwood, 
contacted ITVET following their initiative to plug the laptops shortage for disadvantaged Bishop’s Stortford  
school children by recycling old devices, the school were delighted to be able to accept the kind donation of 
10 laptops.  The laptops have already started rolling out to some of the Birchwood Students where they will: 
support them with remote learning if they are self-isolating, help them catch up with our Partners at TLC-LIVE 
or just for doing home learning.
Deputy Principal Charles Gilbank said on receiving the donation “This will make a significant difference to 
the students, it will allow them to connect, catch up and really start to get back on track after the damaging 
lockdown.  Education is absolutely key to all our success and these laptops significantly help those students 
in need.  It means they don’t miss a day of school. A massive thanks from Birchwood to ITVET for their kind 
donation.”
Anyone who can donate a laptop to ITVET can drop them off at the technology solutions provider’s office just 
off London Road. Visit www.itvet.co.uk or www.facebook.com/itvetuk for more details.

Alumni News - Congratulations to Ashley Sutton who has landed his second British Touring Car  
Championship Title at Brands Hatch.

A few practical updates:

Sixth Form students return on Monday 30 November, following two weeks working from home.  Our 270 Sixth 
Formers have responded well to on line learning and their teachers are delivering real-time lessons as per 
their timetable. We also held a virtual Year 13 parents’ evening which seems to have worked well.  

Year 11 students have responded incredibly well to their Mock Exams, showing great maturity. There is some 
uncertainty about the 2021 public exams and whether these will go alongside teacher assessments. If this was 
to be the case, Mock Exams would be one facet of how teachers would calculate Centre Assessed Grades. I 
hope that the DfE make a decision on this matter soon in order to help us all understand the parameters.  

Year 11 have also had a lot to digest over the last couple of weeks with regards to Post-16 decisions. Our Sixth 
Form Virtual Open Evening was launched on Thursday 12 November and can be found using the URL link 
below: https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/about-us/key-information/virtual_sixth_form_open_evening/ 

The deadline for Sixth Form Applications is Thursday 16 December – we use an integrated and secure system 
called ULAS which allows applications to be made on line and has proven to be very effective in dealing with 
any follow up queries. The URL link is: https://birchwoodonline.applicaa.com/4

We have also been running Apprenticeship briefings and Further Education College applications are also open 
for September.   Over the last three years, Sixth Form Uptake has been averaging around 60%, College
Applications 30%, other Sixth Forms 4% and Apprenticeships 6%.  If your son or daughter is unclear about 
their next steps or needs further advice, please contact Mrs Crimes, our Careers Advisor;  
jcrimes@birchwoodhigh.org.uk.  It is really important that every Year 11 student knows what they want to do 
after GCSEs so they have ambition and direction to get them through the next six months of their school life.

Year 9 students have adjusted well to GCSEs, enjoying the challenge of starting Key Stage 4 early. Doing a 
three year GCSE programme really does help when you lose five months due to lockdown and will help Year 9 
really get to grips with the subjects they have chosen to follow.

Year 7 students have done remarkably well to adjust to secondary school life.  Our 240 cohort have settled 
well into their secondary curriculum.  Having lost the last few months of Year 6, the progress data passed on 
to us from Primary Schools has been very variable.  As a result, we will be organising some Cognitive Ability 
Tests (CAT tests) to work alongside the work the students have produced in lessons to give us an idea on their 
strengths and areas for improvement. 

Applications for enrolment in Year 7 in September 2021 have reached a new school record with 900  
applications for 240 places. I must admit to being a little apprehensive about how our ‘virtual’ Open Evening 
would compare to being able to run our usual packed Open Evening but I needed not to worry.  Rest assured, 
we will work closely with the other local secondaries to aim to meet demand and ensure that local children are 
prioritised.    

Catching up with lost learning: Teachers have noticed that some students coped well during lockdown and oth-
ers did not. This is quite understandable. We have therefore been working on a strategy to help give additional 
resources and time to those who have been negatively affected by lockdown. We have, therefore, published 
our Catch-Up strategy on our website for your information – 
https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Catch-UpFundingStatementDec2020.pdf
If you have any general concerns about your child’s progress and want to find out more about how the school 
can help, please contact their form tutor in the first instance.  If you have any specific concerns and want to 
contact an individual teacher, please do this via the website link below:  
https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/contact-us-2/

Finally, as the Autumn Term races by, the last day of term is Friday 18 December and school will close early at 
1:30pm. We will inform the bus companies accordingly.   

Keep safe
Dr Chris Ingate, Principal

 



Student of the Month Awards
The 'Student of the Month' award honours students who have made very 
impressive progress in particular faculties.  Each faculty is only allowed 
to nominate two students in each year group per half term and who gets 
nominated is always the subject of much conversation and debate!  As 

you can imagine, there are always many names that could potentially be 
chosen and so the final list is based on a really hard decision. Therefore, 

everyone on the list deserves a huge amount of credit that their  
efforts and achievements have been recognised in this way.

Mr Stopps, Deputy Principal

Kayden Kwarteng
Year 10

PLC student of the month

Maddie Gilbank
Year 10

PE student of the month

Josh Ballisat
Year 11

English student of the month

Ellyn Seath
Year 12

Geography student of the month

Gana Elsharkawy
Year 8

Religious Studies student of the 
month

Ella Freight
Year 11

Technologist of the month
 

Callum Payne
Year 10

Mathematician of the month

Lauren Gore
Year 10

Scientist of the month

Hannah Nicholls
Year 9

Artist of the month
 

Ava Salisbury
Year 11

Linguist of the month

Harvey Parrish
Year 11

Performer of the month

Maddison Spencer
Year 8

Chef of the month

Razvan Sevastre
Year 10

Construction student of the month

Sophie Wellard
Year 12

Business student of the month
 

Nikola Stefanov
Year 11

IT student of the month

Carly Banks
Year 11

Dancer of the month

Zoe Lloyd-Rossi
Year 8

Musician of the month

Sophie Cousins
Year 9

Social Sciences student of the 
month

 
Andra Stoica

Year 11
Media student of the month

George Berry
Year 10

Statistician of the month

Castle Attack Project 
‘In the workshop it’s good that I have learnt how to use some of the power tools 
and hand tools doing some woodwork and joinery. At home, my Dad does some 
carpentry and I have been able to use that knowledge to help make our project 
in the workshop. Working in a group can be stressful; it is important that we all 
talk to each other and have good communication. However, I took this  
opportunity to also help other groups, when I saw a fault in their design to give 
them some feedback and show them how to improve it.’ 

Jake Smith
 

‘Jake and many other students have been great assets to Workshop  
inductions for Year 7 this term. Working as a group and supporting one  
another is very important definitely in new, unfamiliar environments. Jake  
supported many of his peers in his group and others to have a very successful 
class of Trebuchets, Catapults and other styles to fire at the castle.’ 

Miss Munro, Technology

Virtual Apprenticeship  
Awareness talks

We were really pleased to welcome Trisha  
Seecharran from ASK to give virtual apprenticeship 
awareness talks for both students and parents this 

month.  The talks were streamed live via Teams and 
gave all the participants the opportunity to ask  

questions.  If you are a parent of a student in Year 11, 
Year 12 or Year 13 and missed the Apprenticeship  
Information event on Thursday 19 November then 

you can now find the power point slides on the 
careers page of the school website - https://www.
birchwoodonline.co.uk/students/advice-guidance/

high-school-careers/  

Unifrog Launch for Year 7 
On Friday 27 November we launched Unifrog to our Year 7 students.  Unifrog, a one-stop destinations  

platform, is now available to every student at Birchwood giving them all up to date careers information at their 
fingertips.  

Generation Stevenage:  
The future is in your hands: a virtual event for 15-18 year-olds on Tuesday 1 December, 6-7.35pm Generation 
Stevenage is an exciting online event where young people, and their parents/carers, can meet the world-class 

employers on their doorstep and learn more about careers in science, technology, engineering, maths, and 
healthcare. Visit www.hopinto.co.uk/generation-stevenage to book your free place.

Mrs Crimes, CIEAG lead

The Birchwood 
Sixth Form Student 
Leadership Team 

have put together a 
challenge to do  

before Christmas.
Birchwood High School -  
London to New York City  

Challenge. 

As a school we know the  
importance of fitness and 

health. Never has this been 
more important, so we hope 
that you join with us in our 

Christmas challenge. We aim 
to run, walk, swim, row the 

distance between London and 
New York. A total of 5,567km .

All we need is you:
If you are a student join our 

Strava club at  
https://www.strava.com/
clubs/791843?oq=birch

If you are a parent or member  
of staff:

https://www.strava.com/
clubs/791843?oq=birch

then get up, get moving, track 
your run, your ride or your 

walk (if you are walking set the 
strava up as a run rather than a 

walk then it will record the  
mileage correctly) and see 

those km log up.  
You will also have the added 

benefit of  
feeling brilliant!

Many thanks for joining us and 
supporting our challenge. Today 
New York. Tomorrow the World!

The Sixth Form  
Leadership Team.



House
Welcome to our new House Captain team

Head of House Captains  
are Charlie Boom and Jaden Connor

Hadham 
Ricardo Pacheco

Emily Watkins 
Eudon Lee 
Ellyn Seath 

Ellie Waskett

Dane
Molly Green

Lauren Jones
Jorja O’Grady

Waytemore
Ellie Woollard

Stort
Jaden Connor
Charlie Boom

Connor Woods
Ashley Flello
Niamh Payne

We are collecting items for Operation Community 
BS. Their mission is to deliver unified support to 
those people affected by COVID-19. They cover 
Bishop’s Stortford, Much Hadham, Little Hadham 
and Sawbridgeworth. They will collect the items 
from us, and then will organise the items into  
essential and well- being parcels, before delivering 
them to families in need in the local area.
If you are able to spare the items below, please 
can they be brought to school by the student, and 
then brought to the inside area next to the Finance 
office.  
Pasta, Rice, Cereal, Soup, Tinned fruit/ vegetables, 
Tinned meat, Toothpaste/ Toothbrushes, Shower 
gel/ bubble bath, Antibacterial gel.

We are going to be collecting items from now until Friday 4 December. The volunteers from Operation  
Community BS will then be coming to Birchwood to collect the items. 

Year 7 Spelling Bee
On Friday 13 November, the House Team held a spelling 
bee for Year 7. Six forms put forward a candidate, who 
were then given two words each to spell out. 
Congratulations to:
Isaac Horwood
Georgia Sams 
Presiyana Zheliaskova
Declan Jones
Jacob Chambers
Izzy Hyams
Who will all earn House Points.
The Winner of the first House Spelling Bee was Isaac 
Horwood.
Well done! The House Team are hoping to hold similar 
events in the future.

.............................................................

Congratulations to Mrs E Parker, Dane House, who 
won our Annual Cake Competition with a wonderful 

Christmas Cake.  
Thank you to all members of staff who took part.

Anti Bullying week
During the week of Monday 16 – Friday 20 November we have been taking part in various activities,  
competitions and lessons for Anti Bullying week. 

Firstly, Year 7 were asked to draw their own hands and write a positive quote which has inspired them against 
bullying. The hands have been used to make the leaves of our Anti Bullying tree, which is now on display in 
the library window for everyone to see.

We also held a school wide Anti Bullying week quiz which involved all form groups. 

Lessons (form time or PSHCE) have also been held throughout the week to raise awareness about Anti  
Bullying. Resources were given to all form tutors with information about what bullying is, different types of  
bullying, what students can do if they are being bullied or know somebody who is.  Students found it  
interesting to learn how many different organisations are out there to help people who are being bullied, as 
well as the support that they receive here at Birchwood High School. 

The last, but by no means least competition was the Anti Bullying poster.  Year 7 forms were all invited to  
complete a poster about what they have learnt during Anti Bullying week and the key facts and figures. 

The winning form was 7DPN and they received 1000 House points and some edible treats for their fantastic 
efforts! 

Thank you to all the staff and students who took part in the activities.

Mrs Collyer
Head of House System 

Annual Staff Cake Competition

.............................................................



Year 7 and 8 Autumn 
House Photography Competition 

Well Done to everybody for taking part! 
We had over 150 images sent to us and they were amazing! 

The winners of this competition are:
Year 7 Lucas M, Stort House (left picture).

Year 8 Poppy Barton, Waytemore House with two stunning entries  
(middle and right pictures).



 

DON’T FORGET you can help us raise funds via
TheGivingMachine

If you are a regular online shopper you can  
generate free donations to our school at no extra cost to you 

every time you shop via TheGivingMachine.  
 

Please have a look online www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and 
search for Birchwood High School.

Why not follow us on .....Facebook 
We have a Facebook page where you can keep up to 

date with events and meetings. Please follow us at  
Birchwood Parents Staff and Friends Association (PSFA)  

Your donation really does make a difference!
We are pleased to announce that the Birchwood Futures Foundation has raised £5,000 since it launched in February.  
Given the current COVID-19 situation and the need for students to be outside, it has been decided that the full amount 
raised so far will be donated to the school and will be put towards new picnic benches, a table tennis table and two  
outdoor sheltered areas. Thank you to everyone who has contributed towards the Fund, every penny goes a long way to 
helping raise additional financial resources to enhance students’ experience whilst at Birchwood High School. With your 
support the PSFA is hoping to play a significant role in helping to keep Birchwood a well-resourced school with  
opportunities for all students.
There are two ways to make a donation to the Birchwood Futures Foundation. Either by ParentPay or via Virgin Money 
Giving, details of which can be found on the Birchwood PSFA Page of the School website. As a registered charity, Virgin 
Money Giving is the easiest way for us to claim Gift Aid, which means that if you are a UK tax payer you are able to boost 
your donation by 25p for every £1 you donate. Donations of any value are voluntary and collectively will make a huge 
difference for the School.

Birchwood Bonus Ball
Congratulations to Sarah Foxall who was the winner of the October draw. Ball 41 was drawn by Mr Gilbank. Monthly prize 
is £102.

The Birchwood Bonus Ball is a raffle style club, with up to 5 numbers available to purchase per person, per subscription 
period. If you would like to take part by purchasing one or more numbers, please email treasurerbwpsfa@gmail.com 
confirming your name and contact telephone details. Wednesday 25 October is the closing date for subscriptions to be 
included in the monthly draw. Full terms and conditions of the Birchwood Bonus Ball Club can be found on the PSFA page 
of the school’s website.
 
The Big PTA Raffle 2020
The PSFA are joining in with ParentKind’s Big PTA Raffle 2020. Tickets are £3 each and there will be 12 draws, each with 
a prize of £5,000. Please share the details with your family and friends – the more tickets we sell, the more funds we raise 
for Birchwood. 

Other ways to support the PSFA
You can support the PSFA when shopping online with Amazon Smile. Find us on there under Birchwood Parents Staff & 
Friends Association or by searching our registered charity number 1184425. 
If you are purchasing a christmas tree, please bear us in mind! Squires of Stansted will be running their Christmas tree 
scheme again this year. If you mention Birchwood when buying a tree, they will kindly donate £5 to the PSFA. 

Second Hand Uniform 
If you are replacing items of school uniform and the old items are still in fairly good condition, please consider donating 
good condition items of second hand uniform to the PSFA. Please drop off clean items of uniform to our reception.
If you would like to make a purchase of second hand uniform, please email birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com.

Wreath Making Workshops
Unfortunately we have had to cancel our December wreath making workshops because of the new COVID-19  
restrictions. As an alternative to the cancelled wreath making workshops, Wendy Gordon of Well Bean Gardening is  
offering wreath making kits for £15. These contain everything you need to make your own wreath with step-by-step  
instructions. Wendy is also selling hand-made wreaths for £25.
Email Wendy Gordon at wendy@wellbeangardening.com or contact her via the Well Bean Gardening Facebook page. 
A donation will be made to the PSFA for all orders taken mentioning Birchwood.

If you mention Birchwood when buying a tree, they will kindly donate £5 to the PSFA.



ALL THAT JAZZ 
Well done to our Year 12 BTEC  
Performing Arts group who completed 
their first assessment last half term. 
The eight students learnt repertoire 
from the hit musical Chicago and per-
formed the ‘All that Jazz’ number with  
enthusiasm and character. Although 
this was not able to be performed to 
a live audience, students were able 
to share via video their work with the 
GCSE Dance students who really 
enjoyed the performance.  All students 
showed excellent commitment and 
dedication to the performance and are 
really enjoying the start of this course.
 
Miss Adams, Head of Dance 

HOT HOUSE DANCE WORKSHOP
Covid-19 may have stopped many 
things, but it has not stopped our lovely 
BTEC students being given the  
opportunity to work with Hot House 
Dance academy. Hot House are a 
Hertfordshire based dance company 
who deliver outstanding technique 
classes to young people around the 
UK. The students worked online with 
the company and took part in a  
contemporary technique video  
workshop. The students learnt  
knowledge about the main  
characteristics of the style and are now 
working with the material they learnt 
to create their own phrases. Well done 
to all students who took part. We are 
looking at rolling this workshop out to 
the GSCE students at the end of this 
term so watch this space! 
Miss Adams, Head of Dance 

Drama perform exam pieces..
On Monday 12 and Wednesday 14 October Year 11 Drama students  
performed their Component 1 exam pieces – originally due to be  
performed in the summer term! Students have applied time and effort into 
devising their own performances based on a given stimulus. The pieces 
were mature, refined, and emotive and students were able to be  
supportive audiences to each other throughout the exam. We were so 
proud of each and every performer. Some students gained full marks for 
their work. Now to ensure that the portfolio of written evidence is as great 
as the performance work! Wish us luck! 

Mrs Hassani, Head of Drama

..........................................................

........................................................................................

Well done to Daniela Alves Gomes of 
7RLY for this stunning piece of home  
learning for Drama. The task was to 

create a set design for a performance 
of Frankenstein. Daniela painted this 

superb set design with such detail and  
attention. A set designer in the making 

perhaps! Well done Daniela.
Mrs Hassani



Year 7 Cell Biology Project 
Cells are the building blocks that create life. Ever wondered what makes up your skin, organs or muscles? 
All living things have cells. These tiny building blocks work together to create simple bacteria as well as more complex 
organisms, such as people and animals. 

Our Science project involved students in Year 7 making three-dimensional cell models to develop their understanding of 
cell biology. Set as an interactive home learning, the task involved students using junk model where possible to build and  
label a model cell. Students were able to choose from animal or plant cells. Our models range from red blood cells, sperm 
cells, plant root hair cells, plant palisade cells, nerve cells and more. The models were made from food stuffs e.g. jelly and 
rice crispies, and a range of materials including; foam, polystyrene, card and 3D printed plastic. I am sure that you will 
agree that they are impressive models.   
Well done Year 7, Achievement Points are on the way for all those who built a model. 
 

Mrs Pressland, Science

Pen Pals 
We have teamed up with a secondary school in Montagne-du-Nord in 

France. Year 7 are sending them our first letter to introduce themselves. 
They have written our letter in French and are now waiting for their 

French Pen Pals to answer in English, as it is their foreign language.
We included some traditional English digestive biscuits, some curly  

wurlys and some tea in our parcel with our letters.

Mrs E Baalen, Modern Foreign Languages



Year 7 have just  
completed their Creepy 
Crawlies drawing  
project where they are 
exploring tone using 
pencil and coloured 
pencils. They are also 
exploring how to use a 
grid method. Here are 
some of the colourful 
examples of their work.

Miss Morrison,  
Head of Art

Creepy Crawlies

..........................................................
The Book Report:
The School for Good and Evil -  
Soman Chainani
Sophie’s always dreamed of being kidnapped. While every child in the village 
lives in terror of being taken by the School Master, she longs for the day where 
she will be whisked away to the School for Good. Meanwhile, her best friend, 
Agatha, sulking in her gloom seems a perfect fit for the School for Evil. But as 
the girls are snatched from their village, something goes terribly wrong: their 
fates are reversed. “One for the good…
One for the wicked…” Sophie and Agatha must find their way home as they 
battle corrupt good, bitter evil, and the sinister School Master. Packed with 
laughs, love, heartbreak and betrayal, the School for Good and Evil is a thrilling 
must read packed with enigmatic twists and turns. The characters are  
expressive and engaging, clawing their way through their page and straight into your heart.  
There is only one way for Sophie and Agatha to return to their village; one that could claim both of their lives in 
the process. “Try to escape, and you will always fail. The only way out is... through a fairytale.”

Report by Chloe McCreary, Year 10 Librarian


