
  
 
Dear Applicant  
 
Thank you for showing interest in this key leadership responsibility. Birchwood High School is a 
fantastic place to work and I have great privilege to lead an inspired team of staff who are dedicated 
to the education of our 1450 students.  We are proud of our inclusive and non-selective ethos, with 
some students progressing on to the very best universities in the country and other students needing 
significant support to help them progress.    
 
Our current Finance Director has done a fantastic job in helping Governors and SLT to develop strong 
financial systems as a Single Academy Trust.  In a post-pandemic environment, financially, we are in 
a good position but, like many schools, we are having to be prudent – but this does not include 
affecting the quality of provision for our students – we are fortunate to have excellent facilities and the 
school is open from 8am to 10pm with a full Community Programme in the evening. 
 
This post has, primarily, a strategic financial dimension as well as advising SLT and Governors 
regarding budget income and expenditure and ensuring best practice compliance.   You would also 
line manage and support a strong team of finance personnel. 
 
You will find further details regarding the job description and person specification in the attached pack.  
It is envisaged that the Finance Director will be a full member of the Senior Leadership Team, 
attending meetings as required and reporting to the Principal and the Chair of Finance Committee. 
Whilst this is a full-time position, flexible working could be negotiated with the successful applicant if 
this helps address their work-life balance. 
 
This is clearly a significant position in the school’s organisation and is also an exciting opportunity for 
someone with an appropriate background.  To apply, please complete an application form and include 
this with a covering letter* outlining any relevant experience to date, your values and how you would 
make a difference to student outcomes. Applications should be sent to Fiona Walker, HR Manager at 
recruitment@birchwoodhigh.org.uk. The closing date is Friday 14th May   and interviews will be held 
week beginning 17th May.    
 
If you have any further queries, or to make an informal visit, please contact the school on 01279 
655936. 
 
 
Yours faithfully  
 

 
 
Dr. Chris Ingate 
Principal 
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