
 

 

14 May 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
Monday 17 May sees further easing of Covid restrictions, which include the move to the optional 
wearing of face masks in a school setting.  Just as a reminder:  
 

 Students do not have to wear face masks in lessons or corridors and communal areas – we 
will retain all other measures including day cleaning, the use of hand sanitisers, one-way 
systems and the designated social and recreational areas.  Students can, of course, choose 
to wear a mask if they prefer in corridors and classrooms if this makes them feel less anxious 
or if they have any underlying health issues. 
 

 Staff will wear masks in corridors and communal areas but they are able to remove them in 
the classroom or when outside.   Some staff may choose to continue to wear PPE.   

 
Overall, it is good news that we are getting back to some kind of normality.   
 
During the autumn term, I reported that our students were exemplary with high attendance and 
excellent attitudes to learning.  Many schools have reported recently that the lockdown in January 
and February really affected this momentum, with real problems of re-engagement since the return  
to full-time education in March.   At Birchwood, I think we have probably suffered less, as the remote 
learning and the virtual lessons proved a hit, which meant getting students back up to speed has not 
been too onerous.  We also deliberately eased students back into school pre-Easter and accepted  
that things like uniform and punctuality to lessons might not be up to our high standards.  Since 
Easter, we have had to put more pressure on in terms of work completion and I am writing to you at 
this point in time to say that we will be taking a firmer line on the basics: 
 

 Shoes:  There are now good supplies of shoes in the shops.  If your child has got a problem 
with footwear, please can you make sure they are accompanied by a written explanation 
from you.  When we get back after half term, from 7 June, if students are still wearing 
trainers, they will be sent home unless there is an underlying medical reason. 
 

 Blazers:  Fosters have just informed us that they now have a good stock of both boys’ and 
girls’ blazers – we have been aware that there have been some supply issues but this has 
now been rectified.  
 

 Coats:  We have had some erratic weather this month but temperatures are now firmly on 
the up.  Students should now not be wearing coats around the school site and should either 
leave them at home or put them in their bags.  There are a few students still wearing winter 
coats and these are completely unnecessary.   Again, from 7 June, students wearing coats 
around the school site will have them confiscated and they can be collected by parents. 
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 PE Kit:  Almost all students will be getting changed for PE from 7 June so they should all 
come to school in full school uniform.  There are still a couple of times when one year group 
does PE at the same time as another and we do not have sufficient changing room space.  
These students will be informed that they can come to school in PE kit but will need to wear 
their blazer for their other lessons rather than a track suit top.   

 
One final note, Year 11 and 13 have been brilliant….  they have endured a disruptive academic year 
yet are still very engaged in lessons, working hard in class with their assessments and sitting their 
formal assessments in the hall with great maturity.  Attendance has been excellent in all the big 
GCSE formal assessments and this all bodes well for their exam results (10 August – A Levels and 
12 August GCSEs). 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

Chris Ingate 
 

Dr Chris Ingate 
Principal   
 

 
 
 


