
 

 

24 May 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents / Carers 
 
With a week to go, we have just about completed a school term in terms of uninterrupted education 
since the students returned in March, with low student absence rates and excellent attitudes to 
learning across the school. Hopefully, there will not be any further lockdowns for the foreseeable 
future, which means that our students have only really lost January and February in terms of not being 
able to come to school this academic year.  Even during this period, engagement with on-line lessons 
was very good.   
 
There is a lot of talk in the media about how lockdown has negatively affected children’s education.  It 
would be naive of me to suggest that it has not, but I would argue that young people are remarkably 
resilient and I am sure we will be able to catch up over the next few academic years.  We have also 
learnt new on-line skills and we should not forget some of the positives to come from a very challenging 
last 18 months.  It is true that some students will need more help than others, so we are now initiating 
a raft of catch-up strategies including a summer school for our incoming 270 Year 7 students.  The 
current Year 10 and 12 will also be prioritised to make sure they are ready for next year’s GCSE and 
A Level assessments.   
 
A good education should also include effective pastoral support and wide-ranging extra-curricular 
activities and you will see that we have a full after school clubs programme now in place.  We are also 
beginning to plan trips, starting with local day trips.  In terms of pastoral welfare including mental health 
support, we have a strong reputation for being a caring school.  If your child is having difficulties, as 
we come out of a very challenging 18 month period, please let us know. It is important that we listen 
and understand your concerns in order that we can support them in the classroom.  
 
Getting students settled back to school routines has been our main priority – with 96% attendance 
rates compared to the national 91%, I would say that this has been achieved.  We adopted a more 
relaxed approach about uniform and punctuality to begin with, but we have been gradually tightening 
these aspects of school life to get us back to our pre-pandemic high expectations.  After half term, we 
will expect students to be in smart school uniform which does not include the wearing of trainers or 
coats in any indoor setting.  We will be conducting uniform checks first week back – please can you 
let your child’s form tutor know this week if there are any medical reasons for them being unable to 
wear shoes.  There are also good stocks of uniform at Fosters and we have replenished out supply of 
clean second-hand school uniform.  Please note also that PE Kit will only be worn in lessons for all 
students after half term with the exception of a few classes in Years 7 and 9 who will be notified.    
 
We are also tightening up on behaviour.  The vast majority of our students do not receive a single 
detention – in fact, 86% of students have received not a single sanction since September.  However, 
the minority of students who receive a C2 lunchtime detention sometimes forget to attend and end up 
with a much longer after school detention.  To correct this, poor behaviour will lead to a ‘same-day’ 
after school detention from 3:15-4:00pm from Monday 7 June.   We believe that the most effective 
sanctions are those that are certain and those that are immediate.  The parent of any student who is 
to be detained will be notified via the School Gateway app but, as this is a same day detention, 24 
hours’ notice will not be given.  We will endeavour to ensure that any student who is detained in a 
same day detention uses their time productively, either on schoolwork, reading or restorative work to 
help them make better behaviour choices in the future.     
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Covid update: Hopefully your child is enjoying coming to school not having to wear their face mask, 
(unless they want to).  We are still maintaining all other health and safety measures as instructed by 
the DfE.  We are giving out fresh supplies of lateral flow tests tomorrow – again if you could keep this 
up until 21 June when we will see what the details are around the final lifting lockdown restrictions. 
We have a few students who are wearing their face masks on their chins!  Taking medical advice, this 
is actually not advisable as the mask will pick up dead skin and moisture making it less effective when 
the mask needs to be worn, for example when going into a shop. 
 
Looking ahead….  Year 11 and 13 have done brilliantly in recent weeks.  Their exams are currently 
being marked and assessed and we will then submit our grades to the exam boards for moderation 
and scrutiny.  Year 13 will receive their A Level and Level 3 BTEC grades on Tuesday 10 August 
and Year 11 will receive their GCSE levels on Thursday 12 August.  This will also be Sixth Form 
enrolment day.   
 
The start of the Autumn Term is Friday 3 September for Year 7, 12 and 13 with all year groups back 
on Monday 6 September.  We are also fully staffed and ready to go for September, hoping that 
the next academic year will be in a more certain world with an uninterrupted school experience. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

Chris Ingate 
 

Dr Chris Ingate 
Principal   
 
 
 
 


