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Oscar Folwell 
Claudia Barrington 

Year   

7 Emily Plant Thomas Hubbard 

8 Megan Allin Edward Wilcox 

9 Aimee Suttle Harry Gilbank 

10 Molly Range Kieran Mok 

11 Sydney Godden Milla Sweett-Heals 

Sixth Form Reps George Murphy Molly Green 

Lauren Jones  

Environment  Will Gilbank  
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Maddie Gilbank Frankie Gilder 
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Absent  
Molly Green 
George Murphy 
Frankie Gilder 
 
In attendance: 

Dr Ingate     Principal 
Mrs Augustine 
Mr Harlow 
Ms Hewlett Minute-taker 

 
General introductions: 
Dr Ingate welcomed everyone to the first school council meeting this academic year and 
reassured that ideas and suggestions from the council are listened to carefully and the 
members can make a difference.  It is important to remember that one of the main roles is to 
cascade information from the council meetings down through to their year groups.  New 
silver school council badges are on order and will be given out at the next meeting. 
 
Introductions were made around the table and Oscar Folwell opened by asking which year 
groups had met to raise concerns or discuss issues.  Only Year 11 have met so far, Dr 
Ingate to talk with HoY’s to organise at sometime in November.  School Council to then 
reconvene in December 
 
Covid update 
Currently 18 students self-isolating, and as a school we have not met the 10% threshold for 
any particular year group to be sent home. 
 
Students who have had to self-isolate have found that work has not been set by teachers.  It 
would be helpful if work is uploaded on Teams and at the very least homework should be set 
on SMHW so that students do not fall behind.  As Covid is here for a bit longer it is felt that 
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teachers should be encouraged to use Teams more for sharing lessons so that it becomes 
habitual. 
 
One-way systems will continue along with separate social spaces.  Face masks can be worn 
by both students and teachers if they wish to.  If a student is being harassed for wearing a 
face mask they must speak with their Form Tutor or Head of Year. 
 
Dr Ingate apologised for the vaccination day on 5th October – same thing happened at 
Leventhorpe.   
 
Year group feedback 
 
Year 11 and 13 were anxious about the return of exams in the summer. They felt that 
general revision strategies would be helpful but there was a view that some teachers were 
better at gearing up teaching and revising to the exams.  Some subjects – such as PE – 
were very good at reverse engineering and teaching to the exam which is what these 
students feel they need. 
 
Form time literacy – most felt that some books were not very engaging for both tutors and 
students.  Students felt that the books were not age appropriate and the stories were 
questionable.  It was suggested that audio books might be a better option than form tutors 
reading to them and that a school survey might help gain feedback / improvement with the 
new initiative?   Younger students were more positive.   Action: Dr Ingate to feedback to Mrs 
Jacobson who is also doing a general feedback survey. 
 
Year  9 &10: External cover teachers are not very good and don’t know the school 
procedures.  The intention is to increase the number of long-term regular cover teachers as 
there is a supply issue with supply teachers!  
 
Dr Ingate asked for general feedback regarding returning to school, lessons and routines. 
Lunchtimes too short, especially if you are attending a lunchtime club. Overall feedback was 
positive and being back in school was much prefered to learning from home.  There are 70 
clubs after school which will be displayed in the future so that all students are informed. 
 
Bell system – new timings are on trial, is it helping students to get to lessons on time? 
Beneficial after break and lunchtime but the other bells 5 mins before the end of the lesson 
is less useful.  Teachers need to be made more aware or confident with the new bell system 
to make it work more effectively.  B block still an area of concern – big bottle neck problem.  
Dr Ingate to talk to HoF’s in Humanities and MFL about staggering of students leaving their 
classes. 
 
Year 7&8  Like the school timings and the bells are helping getting them to lessons on time. 
Year 7s felt summer school helped them a lot to settle in.    
 
Environmental developments 
The options for a wind turbine at Birchwood is moving slowly forward with the goal to make 
Birchwood more eco-friendly and greener.  Wind turnbines will generate more power in the 
UK compared to solar panels.  Sixth form also have their own environmental group and they 
would like to join up with William Gilbank and Miss Crossley and Miss Long to make an 
genuine commitment and a definitive green plan. 
 
Will asked the council to gain feedback from the year groups regarding the possibility of selling 
reusable plastic bottles in the café to be more environmentally friendly and using the water 
fountains to refill during the school day. 
 
 
 



Student planners 
Pre-pandemic all students used to have a planner –  Mrs Augustine aksed whether students 
would like to have a student planner again?  Overall, the council said yes as it helps to record 
passwords and write down key information for tests.  Mrs Augustine will meet with the following 
student steering group  to design the front pages of the A5 planner/diary and will hope to have 
these ready for January 2022. 

• Oscar Folwell 

• Claudia Barrington 

• Megan Allin 

• Edward Wilcox 

• Maddie Gilbank 

• Charlie Rowelle 
 
BLISS Update 
Maddie Gilbank has presented in the different year group assemblies over the last couple of 
weeks.  However, BLISS is predominantly made up of Year 11 students and she is keen to 
recruit a more diverse group of students to join.  If you know of anyone who wants to become 
part of BLISS in Year 7, 8 and 9 please contact Miss Munro or Maddie.  Bliss’ main role is to 
use feedback from students to resolve issues with teaching and learning. 
 
SNAG Update 
As yet a meeting has not taken place with Mr Kadlec, Isabelle to meet with him in 
November. 
 
Fusion/Ocean 
Fusion is a group that has been set up to celebrate diversity and show support for all 
students.  Mr Harlow is running an all staff training after school today to help understand 
gender and sexuality and also the use of pronouns.  Staff want to get it right and to be able 
to support students going forward. 
 

• Black History Month is going well with the showcase and the viewing of Hidden 
Figures film next week. 

• Plans to incorporate gender and sexuality into the PSHE lessons. 

• Badges for Fusion members. 

• The Ocean group has been set up at Birchwood to support girls and boys who don’t 
feel safe in any environment. Claudia Barrington to meet with Mr Harlow in the near 
future to ensure there is someone to succeed her.   

 
Finally… 
 
When you have your year meetings please ensure you pass on what has been discussed 
today and keep a note of any concerns that are raised to share at the next school council 
meeting. 
 
 
 


