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BIRCHWOOD News

On Monday 16 May, a record-breaking 3,000 Gold Award holders were welcomed to 
Buckingham Palace Gardens for the first Duke of Edinburgh’s Award celebrations since 
the pandemic.  Among the award winners were Birchwood students that had completed 
their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award whilst studying at Birchwood Sixth form during the pandemic and one former 
member of staff.
We are very proud to congratulate; Poppy Pressland, Finlay Clark, Tom Davenport-Jones, Elise Sauvary, 
Kit Creighton, Taylor Alexander and, former staff member, Stacey Charlton as they donned their gold award 
brooches and celebrated in style.
All students would like to say a huge “Thank you” to Mr Morton, DofE co-ordinator at Birchwood, who gave up 
his time to make it all possible.
Hosted by HRH Prince Edward, Earl of Wessex, the palace gardens were transformed into a festival style 
event with games and activities, including croquet on the lawn, and inspiring speeches from guests such as 
Strictly star Johannes Radebe, TV presenter Ben Fogle, actress Nina Wadia, and entrepreneur and former 
Apprentice winner Tim Campbell – who are all award holders.
I am sure that you will agree from the photographs that a good day was had by all!

Poppy Pressland, Gold DofE Award winner.

Birchwood Students 
Going for Gold



HEADLINES  
Dear Parents / Carers 
This edition continues with the theme of getting back to normal – so many really uplifting stories 
of our brilliant students excelling, showing courage or simply enjoying being at school. The 
month of May is an important landmark for secondary schools. It is the time when Year 11 and 
13 students start their public exams and we begin the process of inducting our new Year 7 
cohort. Everything seems to shunt forwards. Yet we have not seen this process for the last two 
years due to the pandemic. So, it is another sign that things are returning to normal after so 
much disruption. 
 

Resilience matters…
I am aware that some families were more affected than others and some children responded better to working at home 
than others. That is why we are putting a great deal of effort and resources into helping those who may have fallen behind.  
Nevertheless, young people are a lot more resilient and resourceful than we sometimes give them credit for and despite the 
obvious pressure, for example, that GCSE students might feel I recently wrote to Year 11 parents:
 
As we approach the end of the first week of GCSE exams, I wanted to feedback to you the positive feedback I have  
received from our Exams’ Officer, Invigilators and teachers regarding our Year 11 students. Their conduct and  
behaviour have been exemplary, and attendance has been 100% in almost all the exams we have run this week.  
With Year 13, we have seen them prepare well for their testing A Level exams and they all have clear plans about their 
Post-18 future including University (a record percentage holding down conditional offers at Russell Group  
Universities), Higher Apprenticeships or employment.  At Birchwood, we also prioritise pastoral support and  
enrichment to support our students to become well-rounded, tolerant members of society who will make a positive  
contribution to society.  
 
Improving facilities…
On more practical matters, financially, the school is in a strong position and we have just agreed to spend over £400k of 
reserves on specific school improvement projects including:
• The replacement of all classroom-based PCs so students will have quick and easy access to IT resources
• Replacing C Block boys and girls toilets with modern hygienic cubicles
• Numerous internal school renovation projects 
• Installation of a new CCTV system to keep the school safe and secure
• Energy replacement projects to help replace inefficient lighting and heating systems 
 
As you can see, we are keen to ensure that Birchwood’s facilities are kept up-to-date and well-maintained. One further 
area of interest is the detached playing field opposite the school. This piece of land is owned by the school and is currently 
used for outdoor PE lessons and our cycling club. However, we would like to see it used more and become a real asset for 
the school. The Governors of the school are exploring different options and will shortly be appointing an external project 
management team to look at a number of possibilities that would enhance sporting usage by students during the day and 
welcome community usage in the evening and weekends. Once we are clearer about our options, the school will seek  
wider views to gauge interest and generate further suggestions.

Survey Monkey feedback…
It is important to not become complacent or apply hubris when you emerge from a trying period of time. We really value the 
feedback from these quick and easy surveys which we conduct every six months. These are the overall findings:
Parents, Students, Staff 
Key strengths 
Majority are happy with the school and feel their child is safe
Over 90% would strongly recommend to another parent 
Communication and pastoral support 
Personal development 
Extra-curricular provision, 
The majority (over 90%) are happy and enjoy school 
They feel supported by staff and friends
They know what is expected of them
They feel they are making good academic progress
They feel safe 
The school’s strong ethos and sense of exclusivity 
Its students (this was strongly expressed)
Sense of community 
Professional support from colleagues  
 
 



I am Mrs Young, the parental and student contact in  
relation to all income for the school.
We use an online payment system, ParentPay, for  
administration of the school income. If you require  
ParentPay login details or have any queries please do not 
hesitate to contact me via email:  
jyoung@birchwoodhigh.org.uk

FINANCE  

DATES FOR 
YOUR DIARY

Term Dates 2022
Summer 2022

Tuesday 19 April -  
Wednesday 20 July 

Half Term 
Monday 30 May -  

Friday 3 June

2022/2023
Autumn Term 2022

Monday 5 September  
(Year 7 and Year 12 only) -  

Tuesday 6 September  
(Whole School)

Tuesday 20 December
Half Term 2022

Monday 24 October -  
Friday 28 October 
Spring Term 2023

Thursday 5 January -  
Friday 31 March
Half Term 2023

Monday 13 February -  
Friday 17 February

Summer Term 2023
Monday 17 April -  

Wednesday 19 July
CPD

Thursday 1 September 2022
Friday 2 September 2022 
Friday 30 September 2022
Thursday 5 January 2023

News in Brief.....
Launching soon…
We are excited to announce the launch of Esquared Clothing as a  
supplier of school uniform to Birchwood High School. We are a locally based, 
online uniform supplier with a focus on service and quality uniforms at affordable 
prices.
For all your Birchwood uniform requirements, orders can be placed either online 
or via our app with free delivery on all orders within 1-2 working days. 
You can find us on the App Store, the Play Store or via our website www.
myesquared.co.uk. Keep an eye out on our website for updates and the launch 
date.
For any queries, you can contact us by email:  
orders@myesquared.co.uk

On Monday 9 and Tuesday 10 May ,Year 10 Drama students took part in their 
Component 1 GCSE Drama Exam. The work created was imaginative and  
performed with confidence and commitment. I want to congratulate them on 
their hard work! Well done guys! Now to complete the written work to support 
this practical process! Good luck!!
Mrs Hassani, Head of Drama

Taliesin raised £675.50 to support 
Ukraine children.

James Seabrook was the lucky  
raffle prize winner (pictured  
receiving his prize bundle).

The proceeds of the raffle will help 
children in the Ukraine and have 
been presented to Felsted Aid for 

their  
Deprived Children Charity.

Key areas identified for improvement include:
• Improving more dated facilities – we are targeting these as set out above
• Returning to our strategic priorities after so much operational work reacting to the pandemic 
• Earlier intervention and support for younger students who have fallen behind
• Reviewing the school’s reward system having changed to a new Management Information System (Arbor)
• Making sure parents can find information relating to what their child is studying –  

this URL line will take you to the school website with this information - https://www.birchwoodonline.co.uk/students/
our-curriculum/

I know that staff will enjoy reading the positives but will also want to work hard to address the areas for improvement. It is 
a great privilege to help lead a school with such clear aims and a tenacity to want to continue to refine and improve.  

Looking forwards to September, we are fully staffed, well-resourced and ready to go.  In the meantime, have a  
restful Whitsun and  enjoy the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee festivities.  For your information, the end of the Summer Term is 
Wednesday 20 July (school will finish at 1:30pm) and the start of the Autumn Term is Tuesday 6 September except for the 
new Year 7 and 12’s who will start on Monday 5 September.



Year 12 visit Welcome 
Break
On Wednesday 20 April, Mrs Dervish organised for 
Year 12 business students to go on a school trip to 
Welcome Break to learn about the site. We received 
a tour of the service centre where we gathered  
information on all of the businesses that operate 
there. We were given a presentation on the history 
of Welcome Break and learnt valuable knowledge 
on the volume of customers visiting the services 
and what the most popular brands were. I was really 
intrigued to learn about Welcome Break and how it 
has become so successful over many years. This 
was a great opportunity for us to understand some 
of what happens at this service station and what it’s 
like to work in that environment. 

Louisa Coulson, Year 12 Business 

What is 
OCEAN?
We have relaunched the sixth 
form Ocean group - a group  
committed to promoting and 
encouraging gender equality in 
school. Ocean will be meeting 
fortnightly to generate ideas and 
ways of being active in our  
promotion of positive gender  
behaviour in and around school. 
Look out for posters and a new  
noticeboard soon! The group 
representatives will be visiting 
form groups this term and looking 
to appoint River Reps who will 
act as ambassadors of equality! 
Watch this space! 



One Village, Two Towns and  
Two Costas
On Wednesday 30 March the first Year 10 group left for Norfolk, with another group leav-
ing the next day. Both groups had fieldwork to do with two investigations: the physical  
investigation - what physical processes are happening along the Norfolk coast? And the 
human investigation - how important is Sheringham as an economic hub for the North 
Norfolk coast? We would use the trip to collect data and learn skills that would be used for 
our GCSE.
We arrived first in Happisburgh, a tiny hamlet 20 minutes away from Cromer, where  
unfortunately some spectacular coastal erosion is causing houses and the main road to 
slowly fall into the sea. First we collected data on the beach for our physical investigation. 
We did, as well as many other things, a wave frequency survey, measured the height from 
the sand to the top of the groynes as well as throwing an orange into the sea and then 
monitoring the distance and direction it travelled so we could see and measure the  
process of longshore drift. Sadly, our booklets were lightly  
destroyed by the heavy rain....
After this we headed to Cromer, a small tourist town, to start our human investigation. 
The Norfolk weather again proved challenging and the strong wind guided us towards the 
welcoming arms of Costa.
After a day of geographical and meteorological challenges we were pleased to arrive at 
the youth hostel. A good sleep and a fried breakfast later and it was the second day, now 
in Sheringham.
After walking down the high-street, we reached the beach where there was a minor  
problem... the tide was in! Despite this setback we got some of the physical geography 
methods done and got the data down on the remains of our booklets. After being carried 
by the wind back into town, we were sent off to continue our human investigation where 
we would do a land use survey, a clone town survey, a questionnaire and more. Many of 
us managed to squeeze in another trip to Costa... Another day supporting local  
businesses!
While the Norfolk weather didn’t make our tasks easy, the trip was definitely memorable 
and we had lots of fun. After two years heavily interrupted by Covid with many trips being 
cancelled it was nice to finally get away from school!
Thank you to all the  
Geography Department and  
everyone who made the  
trip possible!



 

DON’T FORGET you can help us raise funds via
TheGivingMachine

If you are a regular online shopper you can  
generate free donations to our school at no extra cost to you 

every time you shop via TheGivingMachine.  
 

Please have a look online www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and 
search for Birchwood High School.

Why not follow us on .....Facebook 
We have a Facebook page where you can keep up to 

date with events and meetings. Please follow us at  
Birchwood Parents Staff and Friends Association (PSFA)

Birchwood PSFA (birchwoodpsfa@gmail.com)  

Birchwood Bonus Ball
Congratulations to Yasmin Mehmet who was the winner of the March draw! Ball 61 was drawn by Mr Connor. 
Congratulations to Kate Donohoe for winning the April draw. Ball 70 was drawn by Mr Bull. 

The Bonus Ball is a great way to support the school, and at the same time be in with a chance of winning 
some cash every month! It is £3 per month per ball, payable either in one lump sum or monthly as a standing 
order. A draw takes place at the end of each month and the winner receives half of the money collected, the 
other half going towards PSFA funds, for our children. Our bank details are:
Barclays Bank
Account Name: Birchwood PSFA
Account Number: 23298728
Sort Code: 20-25-19
Email treasurerbwpsfa@gmail.com to let us know you’ve paid and how many balls you would like. 

The Birchwood Futures Foundation
The alert for the Birchwood Futures Fund is on Parentpay. Please consider contributing a small amount each 
month. In the words of a well known supermarket ‘every little helps’! Donations of any value are voluntary. With 
your support the PSFA is hoping to play a significant role in helping to keep Birchwood a well-resourced school 
with opportunities for all students. 

The purpose of the Birchwood Futures Foundation (BFF) fund is to help raise additional financial resources to 
enhance students’ educational experience whilst at Birchwood High School. We are hoping to expand  
assistance to support resources the school does not currently receive dedicated government funding for such 
as mental health provision and the school minibus.

Upcoming Events
PTA Big Summer Raffle – Once again we will be taking part in the Big PTA Summer Raffle. Tickets go on sale 
on Monday 23 May from www.bigptaraffle.co.uk  
All proceeds raised will go towards the purchase of new saucepans for the food tech rooms. Each £3 ticket will 
provide 12 chances to win up to £5000.



Car Boot Sale - Sunday 17 July 2022 (Weather permitting)
Gates open to sellers at 10.30am
Cars £12/Small vans £14/Large vans £16
Gates open to public 11.30am to 2.30pm, £1 per adult
Refreshments and toilets available
Further details will be advertised closer to the time

Volunteers needed
Currently, the PSFA runs with a core group of 5 parents. To help in the smooth running of events we are  
looking at creating a ‘bank of volunteers’. If you can help us at events then please email us at birchwoodpsfa@
gmail.com In particular we are currently looking for volunteers to help on the day of the car boot sale on 17 
July.

PSFA Facebook Page
Please follow us on our Facebook Page ‘Birchwood Parents Staff and Friends Association PSFA’ and stay up 
to date with upcoming events and meetings.

PSFA Preloved Uniform 
If you are replacing items of school uniform and the old items are still in good condition, please consider  
donating good condition items of preloved uniform to the PSFA. Please drop off clean items of uniform to our 
reception. If you would like to make a purchase of preloved uniform, please email psfapreloved@gmail.com. 
Please note this email address will be checked once a week and uniform requests available for collection from 
student reception, upon receipt of payment.   

Other ways to support the PSFA
You can support the PSFA when shopping online with Amazon Smile. Find us on there under Birchwood 
Parents Staff & Friends Association or by searching our registered charity number 1184425.  Alternatively, you 
can generate free donations to our school at no extra cost to you every time you online shop via 
TheGivingMachine. Please have a look online www.thegivingmachine.co.uk and search for Birchwood High 
School. 

Natasha’s Law new labels in the Cafe
 
In October 2021, new food information regulations for England, Wales, and Northern Ireland came into force. 
These come under Natasha’s Law – legislation resulting from lobbying and consultation after the death of  
Natasha Edan-Laperouse from an allergic reaction to a pre-packed sandwich. Natasha died from an  
allergic reaction to sesame seeds, which were an unlisted ingredient in the pre-packed baguette she was  
eating. Leading a lobbying group, her parents campaigned for a change in the law, to close the loophole, 
which allowed this to happen. The baguette’s packaging contained no specific allergen information, and  
therefore Natasha thought it was safe for her to eat. 
Schools will need to make sure that the food and ingredients they provide pre-packaged onsite meet all the 
labelling requirements of the new legislation.
Food allergies are common in children.  
Here at Birchwood we have new  
‘Natasha law’ labels on all our PPDS 
food,  
please find examples below.
If students or parents have  
any questions regarding this matter,  
please feel free to contact   
Mr Kadlec 
akadlec@birchwoodhigh.org.uk 



Congratulations to Hannah Nicholls from Year 
10 who was the lucky winner of this half term’s 

‘Read, Review, Reward’ competition.  
Hannah read and reviewed  

‘The Witch Boy’ by Molly Knox Ostertag.
Hannah said “I liked this book a lot. It shows a lot 
of magic in a different way and has a good twist 

on the traditional fantasy genre.”
Next half term’s competition ‘Pride’ will be open to 

all students from the 6 June. The reading list  
consists of titles which celebrate LGBTQ+.  
For more information on how you can enter 

please contact  
Mrs Gibson jgibson@birchwoodhigh.org.uk







Birchwood celebrated the Platinum Jubilee in style on Thursday 26 May.
Our amazing catering team excelled themselves with cupcakes decorated with a Queen motif and a delicious  
afternoon tea which consisted of traditional fayre including sandwiches, sausage rolls, shortbread and a fruit scone with 
jam and cream.
To mark this historic occasion staff dressed in Red, White and Blue and even the Queen found time in her busy  
schedule to visit the Library.
Meanwhile the school was festooned with flags and bunting both inside and out together with paper chains in  
traditional colours made by the students for the event.
During lunchtime over 50 students from across all year groups took part in a bespoke Platinum Jubilee quiz put  
together by our Librarian, Mrs Gibson, who hosted the activity with Mrs Barnard to celebrate Her Majesty’s 70 years 
on the throne. To get everyone in the mood we started the event by playing the British National Anthem.  The students 
had a wonderful time and had clearly been swatting up on their topic helped along by some delicious Jubilee themed 
cupcakes prepared by Ms Cuddington.
Congratulations to our winners:
1st place –Tabitha Gray, Ellie Gibson, Rubie Goodvin, Ashleigh Murphy, Harry Freegard and Joe Snell
2nd place – Lyla Fagan, Amelie Rifat, Tatiana Simou, Poppy Medley and Matilda Bryan
3rd place – Summer Haylock, Ellie O’Conner and Amelia Ingham

Here is a list of the questions – why not see how many you can get correct?

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Quiz
1.   Queen Elizabeth II has four children. Can you name them?
2.   The Queen has six official residences can you name three?
3.   In what year was the Queen born?
4.   The Queen was married for over 70 years. Her husband died in 2021. Can you name him?
5.   The Queen is particularly fond of which breed of dog?
6.   As well as dogs name one other animal that the Queen owns.
7.   The Queen is Head of the Commonwealth.  
      How many Commonwealth nations are there in total?
8.   Name, in order, the next three heirs to the throne.
9.   The Queen had one sister. What was her name?
10. In which month does the Queen celebrate her official birthday?
11. By what name is this official celebration called?
12. In which month was the Queen born?
13. Who were the Queen’s parents?
14. In which residence does the Queen traditionally spend Christmas?
15. Name the Queens eldest grandchild.
16. How many UK Prime Ministers have served the Queen?
17. The Queen was born at 17 Bruton Street, in Mayfair, London. What is 17 Bruton Street now?
18. In what year did the Queen send her first email? 
19. In what year did the Queen first post on Instagram?
20. The Queen was crowned on 2 June 1953. How many people watched the ceremony on TV?
21. What Football team does the Queen support?
22. To date, approximately how many Christmas cards has the queen sent in total?
23. What other language, besides English does the Queen speak fluently?
24. The Queen has many hobbies. What is her favourite?
25. What species of bird does the Queen own?
26. Who pays a visit to the Queen every week when she is in London?
27. Where did the Queen receive her education?
28. What does the Queen carry in her purse?
29. How old was the Princess Elizabeth when she became Queen?
30. Who was the Queen’s great-great-grandmother?                                                                   Answers on Page 21



The Year 9/10 Cricket Team played their first 
fixture of the season in the Hertfordshire Cup at 
Dame Alice Owens School.  Leaving early on 
a glorious afternoon the team lost the toss and 
were put in to bat.  Angus Mackinlay and  
Matthew Reader made a strong start seeing out 
the first 8 overs of 16 without loss.  The team 
then lost some quick wickets but Angus  
continued to hold up an end and bat  
beautifully before being out on 49.  The team 
finished setting the opposition 100 to win.
Bowling first Harry Gilbank was unlucky not 
to have 2 wickets in the first 2 balls, with two 
catches narrowly missed, but following this 
some good bowling early on kept the home 
team below the run rate.  Unfortunately for 
Birchwood after a wicket was gained, Dame  
Alice’s strongest bat came in, hit some  
flourishing shots and in the last over Dame 
Alice Owens took the win.
A great team performance from Birchwood and 
on to Saffron Walden next...

Panathlon Challenge
Lily Booker and Neala Goddard-Bird, both Year 9, 
helped out at a Panathlon Challenge event held at 
Wodson Park on Wednesday 18 May. Panathlon is 
a national charity which gives thousands of young 

people with disabilities and special educational 
needs the opportunity to take part in competitive 
sport. Lily and Neala give up every Wednesday 
lunch time to run an inclusion group for Year 7’s 

using skills learnt at events like this.

Staff Sport News
Congratulations to the Birchwood Team (pictured above).

On Sunday 22 May, 17 members of the Birchwood  
community completed a 10km Tough Mudder in Henley. 
Throughout the day they were faced with obstacles that 

challenged their fears of heights, water, electrocution and 
running! Obstacles such as Funky Monkey, Electroshock 
Therapy, Arctic Enema and Mudderhorn really tested their 
ability to work as a team. The group had a fantastic time 

and will be signing up to complete another one in  
September.

Also Congratulations to Dr Ingate for completing the  
Hackney half marathon on Sunday 22 May.

Cricket...

Congratulations to Harry M who  
recently celebrated 150 park runs.



Football...
The football academy recently held their Annual 
Awards ceremony to celebrate the Academy’s 
achievements this year.
All players received a medal for their  
commitment to the academy during this last 
year. Notable Awards went to the following 
players:
Ben Revell won clubman award (Top left)
Jake Harvey won players player award (bottom 
picture)
Charlie Allum won managers player award (Top 
Right)
The players are pictured with their coaches and 
support team Ryan Ladyman, James Baker, 
Mike Williams and Olivya Holleyman.
Congratulations to all the academy players.

Mr Shan, BSFC chairman

Girls U13 Football Winners of the District Football Tournament

U13 team were Jessica Dittrich, Lilly Fach, Mia Beer, Bia Camara, Mia Lucas (GK), Mille Cooke, Erin O’Hear, Holly  
Austin, Ellie Picton, Awuradjoa Anane-Adjei all Year 7 apart from Bonnie Kirby, Year 8. We started by drawing our first 
two games 2-2 against Edwinstree and SWCHS. We also drew out third match 0-0 in a very competitive match against 
Herts and Essex. Fortunately we won our next game 3-0 against Bishop’s Stortford College. We then beat Joyce  
Franklin 2-1 with a victory after coming from behind and won a difficult game against St Mary’s 2-1. In our last game 
we secured a 4-0 win over Hockerill which meant we were undefeated thoughout the whole tournament and therefore 
crowned district champions! Players of the tournament were Bonnie Kirby and Mia Beer. We are proud and very  
happy to represent Birchwood!

Mia Beer



Birchwood correspondents are researching why we celebrate holidays 
throughout the year... here is Leah’s report on Easter.

Why do we celebrate Easter? 
In commemorating the Resurrection of Jesus, Easter also celebrates the defeat of death and the hope of salvation.  
Christian tradition holds that the sins of humanity were paid for by the death of Jesus and that his Resurrection represents 
the anticipation believers can have in their own resurrection. 

Why do we collect eggs at Easter? 
Eggs represent new life and rebirth, and it is thought that this ancient custom became a part of Easter celebrations. in the 
16th century, eating eggs was forbidden during Lent (the 40 days before Easter) so on Easter Sunday, tucking into an egg 
was a real treat. 

How do other countries celebrate Easter? 
In the Czech Republic each family buys/makes chocolate and colour eggs and decorate their house. On the18/19 April 
boys go around the village/town and ask for chocolate and sweets from Women/Men. They then get a mop and sing a  
lullaby to the PERSON who answers the door. If it is a woman, they gently hit them on the backside. And if it is a Man, 
they get to say two things to improve themselves. On the 19th one person hides loads of eggs so the next morning  
everyone in the village hunts the eggs. This is normally done overnight by the mayor of the town/village.  

In China, for many people, especially for children, eating and painting Easter eggs (Fuhuojie caisedan) is the most  
important and fun custom on Easter Sunday. Among Catholics and the Eastern Orthodox Church Russia influenced 
Heilongjiang Province, making, painting, and decorating Easter eggs is a special custom. 

In Kenya, some of the traditions include Good Friday Street processions which feature dramatic recreations of the  
Stations of the Cross. Saturday starts with church services followed by a candlelit bonfire outside the church. Easter  
Sunday is a time for feasting, singing, and sharing good times with friends and family. 

In Greece, on Easter Saturday, people greet each other with a “Christos Anesti” and its reply “Alithos Anesti” (He has  
truly risen), lighting their candles along the way. People usually return home with their candles lit or go to the nearby  
taverna for a Resurrection dinner. Magiritsa is a lamb tripe soup served after the service. 

In Croatia, on Easter Sunday families greet each other with Happy Easter (Sretan Uskrs in Croatian) and sit around the 
table to have their traditional Easter breakfast. The tables are filled with food that has been previously blessed in the 
churches in the early morning. 

In Canada, Easter Sunday celebrates Jesus Christ’s resurrection after his death, which is described in the Christian Bible. 
Some people observe Easter Sunday by attending church while others spend time with their families 
and friends or engage in Easter egg activities. 

Leah Burke, BBC reporter
 

BSP Handball Competition  

On the 28 April there was an exciting Handball competition for Years 5/6.  The primary schools which took part were  
Hillmead, Windhill 21, High Wych CE, Northgate, Ferneux Pelham, Thorn Grove and a few more. The matches lasted 7-10 
minutes and were refereed by two BSP leadership members. There was a variety of skill levels. Teams were put into two 
different pools, POOL A and POOL B. The winner of Pool A was Ferneux Pelham, and winner of Pool B was High Wych E 
team. So, that meant those two primary schools had a match to determine the winner. High Wych was the overall better 
team and won the whole tournament. 
 
Why not join the Leadership Team to help with tournaments!  
To Join:  
Message Miss C Peet on Teams for her to add you to the Team so you can find out when upcoming competitions are  
taking place. Your Parents must sign a permission letter which has all the information. 

Olly Alexander, BBC Reporters



Technology Exhibition
We currently have a display of Year 7 and 8 work from our Technology students in our new exhibition area just 
outside the Library. The work on display ranges from cushion work in textiles, model cars and trebuchets.

Cushions
In Year 7 Technology the Textiles project is to design and make a cushion cover to represents the theme “Four  
Elements”.  Students explore various techniques for adding colour to fabrics in industry and they produce  
examples of tie dye (fire), batik (water), stencilling (air), and block printing (earth) for their product.  To construct 
the cushion covers students cut out their fabric pieces, pin, tack and join them using a sewing machine.
Micro:bit cars
Mr Newman’s and Mr Stephens’ class have been coding a Micro:Bit computer. This is done assembling  
appropriate ‘blocks’ of pre-written program code. 
In this final project they have designed and built a racing car. Each car was designed to run as quickly as  
possible down the fixed incline slope.
The Micro:Bit was connected to copper strips at the start and end of the race track and as the cars crossed both 
points, a time stamp was recorded in the computer. Using this data, plus the track length, we got the computer to 
calculate and display a speed value in metres per second.
We recorded all the individual run times on an Excel spreadsheet (on Mr Newman’s laptop) and then used the 
‘Data Sort’ function to work out a rank order of fastest to slowest cars. Our final discussion was to evaluate why 
the fastest cars might have been so successful and the opposite with the 
slowest ones. Students also voted on which car they thought had the best 
aesthetic.
Trebuchets 
Ms Adams class have been busy making siege weapons out of wood. They 
had to work as a team to plan and create the most destructive medieval 
weapon. Once they had finished their constructions they then test fired them 
against a wooden castle to find out which one worked the best.

Geography students survey the school 
grounds

Year 7 geography students have been carrying out  
fieldwork around the school site to help them answer the 
enquiry question ‘where is the best place for an  
outdoor classroom at Birchwood?’ They did an  
environmental quality survey, a soundscape and a field 
sketch which they will present and analyse. Luckily the 
sun was shining!

Miss Crossley, Humanities



Year 13 trip to see the play,  
“La Casa de Bernarda Alba” 

at the Cervantes Theatre, London 
On Friday 22 April, Year 13 A level Spanish students went into London to see 
the evening performance of La Casa de Bernarda Alba (The House of Bernarda 
Alba), written by arguably Spain’s most famous playwright, Federico García  
Lorca.  We’ve been studying the play, on which students will write an analytical 
essay in their final exams, so it was a great opportunity to be able to see it in 
person to really have a full understanding of how it all fits together in terms of 
staging, character portrayal and the nuances of speech and movement. It was 
a powerful, very polished performance at the Cervantes Theatre, which we also 
shared with Spain’s Ambassador to the UK, who was also in the audience that 
night!  

Without subtitles, it was a truly immersive experience and Bernarda is a formidable character in person, who you 
wouldn’t want to cross, and the desire for freedom of the all-female cast was cleverly conveyed. The fact that we 
were able to watch this impressive piece nearly 86 years after it was written is testament to its power and  
significance today.  
By Miss Roderick, Head of MFL

I enjoyed the whole experience of watching the film in Spanish; it made  
me think about the cultural aspects involved and how the film was made  
(we study a film as part of our course). This trip was also very helpful in 
terms of developing my listening skills, and being totally absorbed in  
something different.  
I would recommend this trip to any Spanish student as it was a beneficial  
and an enjoyable experience. We will look forward to the next one!  
By Alice Peacock 13ROS 

Friday 13 May be unlucky for some, but Year 11 students had 
a morning filled with laughter and tears as they celebrated their 
time together at Birchwood with a special assembly and party. This 
also included a video message from their former Head of Year, Mr 
Heydinger, all the way from South Korea, as well as a few farewell 
speeches and a photo montage of their time here. 
Afterwards, students and staff continued the celebration on the 
front lawns where they carried out the usual traditions of signing 
school shirts, year books and the traditional popular photo booth 
with a special appearance by the Queen.
It was a lovely morning and wonderful way to finish their time at  
Birchwood. Year 11 have had a tough few years, but I have been 
incredibly proud and impressed with the way they have conducted 
themselves this year. They now just have the small matter of  
exams to complete before enjoying a long and well deserved  
summer holiday! I wish them the best of luck, they have been an 
amazing Year group!                           Mr Noblett, Head of Year 11

The Queen took time out of her busy schedule to attend  
Year 11 celebration breakfast!



I’VE NEVER HEARD OF 
NCS BEFORE - WHO ARE 
THEY? 
On Thursday 12 May we welcomed NCS back into 
school to talk about their Summer ‘22 Programme 
for students in Year 12.  Bethany and Betty gave a 
presentation on the programme and then set up a 
stall on the Piazza during break and lunch to  
answer any questions the students had.  
A number of our Year 11 Leavers have already 
signed up for the programme and some of our Year 
12’s had their booking postponed to this year due  
to Covid.  There is still time to join the programme 
for this summer for anyone interested! 

What is NCS?
NCS (National Citizenship Scheme) has been delivering programmes to Young People in England since its pilot  
programme back in 2009. With the support of the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) it has 
since taken over half a million young people on the programme. In December 2019, NCS transitioned from a not-for-
profit. Community Interest Company to a Royal Charter body, achieving security as a national institution.
Summer ‘22 lasts two weeks. In your first week, during the Be Epic and Live Life phases, you’ll come together as a 
team and learn new life skills, whilst staying away from home for four nights and five days. The second week will be 
your Do Good and Go Party phases, where you’ll carry out and celebrate the social action project your team design 
and deliver for your community.
If you would like to find out more or book a place then please take a look at the NCS website - https://wearencs.com/
summer.

Mrs Crimes

Despite the rainy weather on Friday 20 May, we still managed to wish 
Year 13 all the best during their Leavers Day celebrations - after all it 
wouldn’t be a British BBQ without a little rain! 
It was lovely to see all the students together, smiling and in good spirits 
after what has been a very disjointed two years for them all. Form tutors 
rewarded students for their commitment to sixth form and Mr Clift and Mr 
Torrance presented awards to students who had demonstrated a range of 
academic skills, caring characteristics as well as a few fun ones to!
Students then spent some time, signing year photo’s, group shots in the 
photo booth, eating burgers, ice creams and collecting the traditional 
leaver hoodies. The new Sixth Form Leadership Team did an excellent job 
organising the event for Year 13 and I know lots of students really  
appreciated all their efforts.
As Head of Sixth Form, I am very proud of how they have grown in the 
last two years, many of them stepped forward and stepped up to support 
others that have faced much deeper challenges - this caring  
nature and kindness will continue I hope as it is very special and so are 
they.
It has been an absolute pleasure Class of 2022, you have been a blast, 
given me some more grey hairs - lots actually, but I wish you all the very 
best in the future. 

Best Wishes, Mr Torrance Head of Sixth Form

Year 13 Leavers BBQ



Birchwood was Feeling Good!
As part of “feel good week” a number of different  
activities were organised by the house captains and 
Mrs Collyer. These activities included sponge a teacher 
and Mr Gilbank’s ever popular leg wax! Meanwhile Year 
7 and Year 8 took part in the Sparkle Malawi colour run. 
These activities were designed to encourage students 
to donate to our chosen charities but also help to  
promote well being and a sense of community. Thank 
you to all of the staff members who helped with the 
colour run including Mrs Dixon, Miss Dale, Mrs Dervish, 
Mr Torrance, Mrs Augustine, Mrs Byers, Mrs Barnard 
and the site team.  
Also a huge thank you also to all of the house captains 
and Year 12 students who helped run and marshall 
this event. A special thanks goes to Geogia Sams who 
raised an amazing £240 for the colour run.
 Mrs Collyer, Head of House

House



Who will grow the tallest Sunflower?
Thank you to the from Together TV for 
their donation of a large number of  
packets of sunflower seeds. Students can 
collect the seeds from Science.
They can then enter a picture into the  
sunflower competition at the  
Sawbridgeworth Gardens and Allotment 
show which takes place in September.

Brandon Atkins - climbs the world’s third  
highest volcano raising funds for the Fair Earth  
Foundation’s “Plant a Tree fund”.

Katie Callaghan - has been nominated for the 
National Diversity Award 2022 for her Cards for 
Bravery in the Community Organisation Award 
for Disabilities.

Toby Garrett - becomes deputy mayor of  
Bishop’s Stortford.

Rugby 
Some of our Alumni students including Carn 
Richards-Farr and Tain Richards-Farr won the 
Herts and Middlesex Division One with a  
stunning last victory of the season against 
Saracrens  
Amateurs 43-12. (Pictured left).



Volunteers needed...
 
We have an opportunity for Year 12/13 
students to volunteer at the  
Summer Solstice Sundown in  
Dunmow. For three hours volunteering 
you can receive FREE entry into the 
whole event. 

We are raising money for the Mayor’s 
charities which include: UK Aid,  
Uttlesford community travel and Buffy 
Playbus. 

If you would like to volunteer please 
contact:
https://www.gdsssfestival.co.uk/
or saburm@birchwoodhigh,org.uk for 
more information.

1. Queen Elizabeth II has four children.  
Can you name them?
Charles, Anne, Andrew and Edward
2. The Queen has six official residences can 
you name three?
Buckingham Palace
Windsor Castle
Holyrood Palace
Balmoral Castle
Sandringham Estate
Hillsborough Castle
3. In what year was the Queen born?
1926
4. The Queen was married for over 70 years. 
Her husband died in 2021. Can you name him?
Prince Philip
5. The Queen is particularly fond of which breed 
of dog?
Corgi
6. As well as Corgis name one other animal that 
the Queen owns.
Horses
Elephant
Giant Turtle
Sloth
Jaguar
7. The Queen is Head of the Commonwealth. 
How many Commonwealth nations are there in 
total?
54
8. Name, in order, the next three heirs to the 
throne.
Prince Charles, Prince William and Prince 
George

9. The Queen had one sister. What was her 
name?
Princess Margaret
10. In which month does the Queen celebrate 
her official birthday?
June
11. By what name is this official celebration 
called?
Trooping the Colour
12. In which month was the Queen born?
April
13. Who were the Queen’s parents?
King George V1 and Queen Elizabeth (the 
Queen Mother)
14. In which residence does the Queen  
traditionally spend Christmas?
Sandringham Estate
15. Name the Queens eldest grandchild.
Peter Phillips
16. How many UK Prime Ministers have served 
the Queen?
14
17. The Queen was born at 17 Bruton Street, in 
Mayfair, London. What is 17 Bruton Street now?
A Chinese Restaurant
18. In what year did the Queen send her first 
email? 
1976
19. In what year did the Queen first post on 
Instagram?
2019
20. The Queen was crowned on 2nd June 1953. 
How many people watched the ceremony on 
TV?

20 million
21. What Football team does the Queen  
support?
Arsenal
22.To date, approximately how many Christmas 
cards has the queen sent in total?
50,000
23.What other language, besides English does 
the Queen speak fluently?
French
24.The Queen has many hobbies. What is her 
favourite?
Scottish country dancing
25.What species of bird does the Queen own?
Swans
26. Who pays a visit to the Queen every week 
when she is in London?
The Prime Minister
27. Where did the Queen receive her  
education?
At home
28. What does the Queen carry in her purse?
Throat lozenges
A pen
Glasses
29. How old was the Princess Elizabeth when 
she became Queen?
25
30. Who was the Queens great-great- 
grandmother?
Queen Victoria

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Quiz -  
Answers





Student of the Month - May 

Tazmin Dando Stalley
Art (artwork by Tazmin is pictured above)

Kaia Wheatley 
Business  

Freya Spittal  
Chef

Jas Baker 
Dancer

Reuel Appleby 
English

Ella Mead 
Film

Daniel Lunn
Geography

Samuel Chandler
Historian

Oscar Winter 
IT/Computer Science 

Luca Silva 
MFL

Marlie Wells
Mathematics 

  
Leighton Bishop

Media

Joe Evans
Musician

 
Lily Booker 

PE

Ben Hamilton
Performer (Drama)

Ebru Ali
PLC

Madison Utley
Religious Studies

Riegan Clarke
Science

Dylan Shine
Social Science

Millie Evans
Statistician

Deanne McAlindon
Technogology



Giant Inflatables

Football

www.clubexcel.co.uk        01923 469475        info@clubexcel.co.uk

Club

Multi Activity Camps

Easter/Summer
2010

Multi Activity
Performing Arts & Crafts

Mini Camp

Laser Tag

Approved by Ofsted

Archery

Theatre Workshop

 campexcel                                                              clubexcelcamp

Artis
ts S

tudio

For children
aged 3-13 years

Assault C
ourse Rock Climbing

AT 
BIRCHWOOD
HIGH SCHOOL 

(Bishop’s Stortford)

20% Discount
Use Code: CAMP20

Exclusive to bookings at Birchwood High School.


